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BARRY GILLER, HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear Charlotte Christian Community,
I was amazed the first time I sat before my Apple IIe during my junior year of high school. With the blinking green
lights I wrote simple code for silly games. I proudly brought my floppy disk home to show my parents what we were
working on, of course all I could show them was the disk since we did not have a computer in the house. I upgraded
to a slick Brother Word Processor as I headed off to college, believing I was extremely tech savvy.
The life of a student has certainly changed in 20 plus years. My first grade daughter, Faith, seamlessly navigates
herself through webpages while her middle school brothers complete their math work online. My high school
children submit their written work to turnit.com which checks their work against millions of documents for plagiarism.
It also allows their classmates to read and edit their work instantly.
As a school we continue to wrestle with the appropriate use of and amount of technology in the classroom.
Technology is here to stay and will be prevalent in our children’s lives throughout their education and then also in
their professional world.
As Charlotte Christian considers technology implementation in the classroom, we keep the following at the forefront
of the discussion:
•
•
•
•

The teacher will always be the most important deliverer of instruction. The relationship that a teacher has
with their student and the modeling that they provide are essential in our children’s Christ-centered education.
Technology is a tool to enhance educational instruction. Technology is not the only way to deliver information
or produce materials.
Technology can be expensive, so we desire to be mindful of the burden on families while being good
stewards of the resources God has given us.
It is wise to unplug at times and have a conversation or a hands-on experiment.

Our students carry with them in their cell phones or tablets the ability to access just about anything - be it a date
of a war, a formula for science, or a Bible verse. Prior to the technology explosion, teachers were the information
providers. With today’s technology, the role of the teacher is evolving to information guides. We want to help our
students understand, distill, and interpret the information that is readily available to them.
This past year we purchased iPads for all of our faculty members as we began to adopt our technology plan. We
look forward to seeing how God uses technology to enhance the educational experience of our students.
As always your prayers and support are greatly appreciated.
God Bless,

Barry Giller
Head of School
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INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY INTO THE CLASSROOM

In an effort to support one of Charlotte Christian’s key academic
initiatives, “The Development of 21st Century Thinkers,” more than
100 iPads were purchased over the summer to assist teachers
in the classroom as they work on the skills of critical thinking,
creativity, communication, and collaboration. Each teacher was
given $50 to purchase applications through the Apple Education
Store and a $50 Best Buy gift card to purchase a case for their
iPad. The technology department also outfitted each apparatus
with the proper software and hardware to be used effectively.
“Technology in education is viewed as a new literacy skill that
all students must grow and develop,” said Miss Theresa Kasay,
director of academics. “All technology at Charlotte Christian
supports our instructional goals, plans and objectives, and
purchasing iPads for our teachers was the most cost effective
way to bring technology into the classroom and further improve
the great work our educators are already doing instructionally.”
To learn how to most effectively use their new devices, teachers
attended training sessions over the summer and a professional
development day in October. Dr. Lori Elliott, EdD, a national
technology trainer for Staff Development for Educators (SDE),
held an all-day seminar for the faculty focusing on instructional
practices and the successful implementation of technology,
specifically iPads, in the classroom. Dr. Elliott is the author of three
books: Accidental Techie to the Rescue! Simple Tech Solutions for
your Biggest Classroom Challenge; Teach Like a Techie 20 Tools
for Reaching the Digital Generation, Grades K-12; and Teach Like
a Techie with Apps, and she provided tailored presentations to
the lower, middle and upper school teachers based on how they
could best use their new tool.
Dr. Elliott demonstrated to middle and upper school teachers
how they could implement some tools to enhance student
engagement, comprehension, and work products. Educreations,
Socartive, Instrgrok, Haiku Deck and Pic Collage were just some
of the apps Dr. Elliott shared in the morning. Teachers were
provided time to explore each app and were immediately able
to begin building presentations and projects they could share
with students and parents.
In the afternoon, Dr. Elliott worked with the teachers from the
lower school. She presented them with both apps and websites
that tie directly to the outstanding STEM work they do in their
classrooms. Like the middle and upper school teachers, the lower
school teachers learned how to implement Educreations, an app
that allows teachers to record both their voice and writing on a
digital whiteboard and share it with others. They also learned
how to use Sock Puppets and Puppet Pals which allows teachers
and students to record their voices or scripts into the app.
“The professional development day led by Dr. Elliott was
phenomenal,” said Miss Kasay. “The most gratifying part of this
experience for me was to see the teachers put what they learned
into action. Within a few days of the presentation, teachers were
sending Educreations video clips on model drawing; creating Kid
Pic Collages to identify and classify simple machines in the real
world; and using Popplet to study spelling words, just to name a
few examples.”
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Teachers have overwhelmingly continued to embrace this
opportunity to integrate new ways of learning into their
classroom and are now able to layer technology into their
everyday instruction.
Recently Lower School Music Teacher Mrs. Elisa Dennehy and
Orchestra Director Mr. Don Humphries used their iPads to
collaborate on arranging and recording Christmas music to play
as a background track for the lower school Christmas program.
Fifth grade teacher Mrs. Jennifer Mull is using a QR code app
to create a management system for her reading groups. This
has allowed her to evaluate her readers and gives them the
opportunity to pace through skills at their individual levels. She
has created reading centers for different lessons and tasks, and
one of the centers allows the students to scan a QR code and be
taken to online resources where the skills of characterizing, main
idea, plot diagraming, and summarizing are introduced.
Sixth grade social studies teacher Mr. Brandon Henderson uses
his iPad to take attendance. He has created a classroom screen
with caricatures of girls and boys with the students’ names below
each picture. The students come into his class and go to the iPad
and click on their “person” to mark their own attendance.

“Teachers need to be equipped and empowered to lead
students who are termed ‘digital natives’ – those who have
access to digital technologies from a very early age,” said Miss
Kasay. “Because of early and consistent exposure our learners
have a strong conceptual understanding of technology and
they must become technology experts as they work to interact
with the global environment and to be prepared in the ever
changing workplace with high tech demands. I am excited that
we are able to offer our teachers the opportunity to weave a
variety of media together from an array of resources, including
technology, to produce a stronger, richer instructional experience
for students.”

Teachers are also using their devices to play instructional videos
or movies or to share an app for the students. Miss Cee Brooks,
the girl’s middle school P.E. teacher, has used her iPad to show
the students a video on the proper way to set a ball in volleyball
before they try it on the court. In Mr. Chad Fair’s Knights Knews
class, students are using the iPad as a teleprompter when filming
segments for their broadcasts.
Wireless connectivity features allow teachers to be more
mobile in the classroom which in turn creates a more interactive
environment. Teachers’ iPads are synced with their classroom
SMART Boards so, for example, in math and science classes
teachers work out problems on the iPad and they are displayed
on the SMART Board for the students to copy or complete. It
saves the teacher time and allows them to seamlessly move
from one concept to another. Teachers are also using the Stage
Whiteboard app which allows them to use their iPad like a
document camera and to make notations on the device for
students as well.
2013-14 ISSUE 1
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EXPANDING THE CURRICULUM
BEYOND THE SCHOOL DAY
Middle school students interested in film production, creative
problem solving, protecting the environment and the cultures of
ancient Greece and Rome have enjoyed exploring these areas
this year with the formation of after-school clubs. The Athena’s
Path, Film Production, National Junior Classical League, Odyssey
of the Mind and Environmental clubs all began meeting during
the first semester and are designed to strengthen the already
rich middle school curriculum.
“We wanted to provide after-school
opportunities that not only met the needs
of those involved in sports and fine arts
but also those who had additional
interests in other areas,” said Middle
School Assistant Principal Mr. Karl
Simon. “After school clubs are a way
of expanding the curriculum beyond
our normal core of classes.”
Through the clubs, students interact
and build relationships with each other
and their faculty advisors. One of the
clubs with the largest number of members
is ATHENA’S PATH, a girl’s-only club that
helps its members build confidence, become
problem solvers, and lead with their own unique
style. The focus is to help girls understand how to better
manage friendships and to deal with emerging independence.
Mrs. Amy O’Bryan, middle school counselor, and Mrs. Teresa
Barbour, seventh grade math teacher, lead the 20 girls who
are a part of this group that meets every Tuesday.

NATIONAL JUNIOR CLASSICAL LEAGUE – This club, led by
Mrs. Malpas and Mrs. Holmes, encourages an interest in
and an appreciation of the language, literature
and culture of ancient Greece and Rome. The
18 members of this club will compete at the
National Junior Classical League Spring
Forum in the spring.
ODYSSEY OF THE MIND – Mrs. Julie
Bartlett and Mrs. Karen Henson lead
the seven members of this club who
will compete in creative problemsolving challenges in the local
Odyssey of the Mind competition
in March.
Team members apply
their creativity to solve problems that
range from building mechanical devices
to presenting their own interpretation of
literary classics.

AFTER SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL CLUBS
Several clubs still have availability for middle school
students. Please contact the advisor below for more
information.

“The overall goal is for the girls to become leaders and for
them to influence their peers in a positive way,” said Mrs.
O’Bryan. “They have really helped one another, and it has
been a beautiful thing to watch and be a part of.”

Interested in Athena’s Path, contact Mrs. O’Bryan
at amy.obryan@charchrist.com or Mrs. Barbour at
teresa.barbour@charchrist.com.

Other clubs that are meeting include:

Interested in the Environmental Club, contact Mrs.
Tiess at beth.tiess@charchrist.com or Mrs. Stamps at
diep.stamps@charchrist.com.

ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB – This club, facilitated by Mrs. Tiess
and Mrs. Stamps, is leading an effort to promote protecting
the environment by recycling, reducing waste, saving energy
and conserving resources. This club will participate in various
national recycling contests and challenges.
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FILM PRODUCTION CLUB – Led by Miss Tedesco and Miss
Arnold, this club teaches students to use the equipment and
software needed to produce short films for various purposes
within our middle school. Students use their creativity to write,
produce, film and edit their pieces.

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Interested in the Film Production Club, contact Miss
Tedesco at terri.tedesco@charchrist.com or Miss
Arnold at jamie.arnold@charchrist.com.
Interested in the National Junior Classical League,
contact Mrs. Malpas at mary.malpas@charchrist.com
or Mrs. Holmes at edy.holmes@charchrist.com.

ACADEMICS

Reaching Across
the World
Through a pen pal partnership with students at The
Discovery School in Burundi, second graders at
Charlotte Christian have learned that the world is
a much bigger place than they might have known
otherwise at such a young age.
The partnership began when a Charlotte Christian second
grade parent, Mrs. Bianca Miller, was embarking on a mission
trip to the African country with her church. She was scheduled
to visit The Discovery School, a private Christian pre-school and
elementary school in Burundi, and volunteered to take letters
with her if the second graders would write them. Miss Radcliffe
and Mrs. Nelson jumped at the opportunity for their students to
reach out to the young Burundians. The first letters written by
the Charlotte Christian students shared basic information and
included a picture of the child who had written it.
When Mrs. Miller made her visit to The Discovery School she
was able to set up a Skype session between Charlotte and Burundi, and the students at Charlotte Christian were able to see
their fellow learners as the letters were delivered and opened.
The students in Africa were also able to show the North Carolinians what their school and playground looked like. Accompanying the letters were Polaroid cameras that allowed the
African students to take pictures of themselves to send back to
the United States with the letters they had written.
When Mrs. Miller returned from her mission trip she brought
the letters and pictures with her and spoke to the second grade
about the country of Burundi. She shared about her trip and
gave the young students a glimpse into what life is like for the
children on the other side of the world.

“The collaboration with the older French students was one of
my favorite parts of this project,” said Miss Radcliffe. “The students were so helpful, and it was so fun for our second graders
to spend time with the older students.”
The partnership has had many other benefits to the young
learners.
“The obvious practical piece of letter writing and correspondence certainly falls in line with what we are doing academically,” said Miss Radcliffe. “We also teach our students about
the 1040 Prayer Window, and Burundi is located in this part
of the world, so this has also been applicable to what we are
doing in Bible. Our students want to pray for the students at
The Discovery School, and I love that they are gaining a true
global awareness.”
Two teachers at The Discovery School, who are actually from
the Gastonia area, are corresponding via e-mail with Miss
Radcliffe and Mrs. Nelson, and the group is working together
to come up with a new date to Skype again.
“I am looking forward to sharing more of our community experiences with our new friends in Africa,” said Miss Radcliffe. “This
has been such a rewarding partnership.”

In November, Mrs. Dawn Young’s upper school French III Honors
class visited the second grade to help the students write back
to their pen pals in French, their native language. As part of
that exercise, the older students helped the younger ones write
to their friends about what they liked to eat, and what sports
and activities they liked to participate in. This second group of
letters left the United States on Friday, Dec. 13 via a missionary
from Forest Hill Church.
“I liked visiting with the younger students, and I thought it was so
cool that they had French pen pals,” said sophomore Anna Edwards. “It was fun for me to go into Mrs. Nelson’s class because
she was also my second grade teacher. I like being at a school
where we can interact with students outside of our own grade.”
2013-14 ISSUE 1
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Real World Experience
Introduction to Business,
taught by Director of
Human
Resources
and
Admin
Services
Mrs.
Shannon Edwards, provides
students with an overall
foundation and exposure to
the business world as they
are considering potential
career options following
college. The class explores
issues and principles of finance, marketing, entrepreneurship,
communications, management, economics, leadership and human
resources. Students also study profiles of business leaders,
challenges in the business world, and real-life business scenarios.
Much of the class consists of projects students complete based
on companies they are interested in. As an opportunity to teach
her students how to work with others, Mrs. Edwards designs most
of the projects as group ones and even assigns which students
work together.
“I am trying to teach real–life skills and one of those is how
to work with people that are different from you,” said Mrs.
Edwards. “How you collaborate with a group is critical to being
a successful employee.”
One of the projects Mrs. Edwards requires is for students to
follow the stock of one company for the semester. At the end
of the semester, students submit a full company profile including
leadership structure, the stock performance, and reasons for that
performance. Another project students are assigned involves
them creating their own businesses. As part of this endeavor,
students come up with a business plan, including an organizational
structure, mission statement, company goals, financial plan and
marketing ideas. They also have to do a report on an admired
business leader.
In addition to the research and collaboration that goes into each
project, students are required to present their findings to the
class, another essential real-life business skill Mrs. Edwards is
trying to instill.
“I am extremely passionate about students being able to
communicate,” Mrs. Edwards explained. “If you read what
business leaders are saying about young people entering the
workforce, one of the things mentioned is that they are lacking
in communication skills.”
Senior Emily Marco is one of students who took this class
and has already experienced the benefits of what she has
learned.
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“I decided over the summer that I might major in business in
college and then go on to law school, so thought it would be
a valuable elective to take,” said Emily. “Mrs. Edwards did a
great job of making everything we learned truly applicable.
We learned leadership skills, how to work in groups, and even
how to put together a resume. I just got my first job, at Smoothie
King, and received feedback that the manager appreciated my
ability to communicate.”
It is Mrs. Edwards’ desire that at the end of her course, students
have learned life skills essential to their future while at the same
time becoming more aware of the opportunities available to
them in the business world.
“Many of my students say they plan to major in business.
Often when you enter a business school you have to declare
a specific path of study. My hope is that my students gain an
understanding of their own bents toward some of the specific
areas like economics, accounting, marketing and more.”

ATHLETICS

RECORD SETTING SEASON:
Knights Win Back-to-Back Football State Championships
If you ask Varsity Football Head Coach Jason Estep what he
attributes this season’s success to, he will tell you preparation
and leadership. It began at the end of last season and included
a plan to build leaders within his senior class.
“When the season was over last year, we knew we had a highly
decorated senior class coming in,” said Coach Estep. “We
took it upon ourselves as a football staff to preach about the
importance of humility and teamwork starting when the 2012
season was over and all year long. Our coaches did a great job
in preparing our players.”
In looking back to the end of last season, the Knights had just won
their third football state championship in school history (2012,
2008, and 1992). After the season was over and everyone had
taken needed time off for Christmas break, offseason workouts
began. The schedule was set for an eight-week program
during January and February with workouts in the weight room,
followed by time off for spring break and then another workout
program that carried through until the end of the school year.
Once the school year was over, players were encouraged to
continue conditioning three mornings a week during the summer
until the season officially began in August and practice every
day.
G
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While conditioning workouts
were taking place, Coach
Estep and his staff held
weekly meetings with their
senior players on how to set
them up to be successful. This
leadership training consisted
of
individual
player
meetings, group meetings
and the opportunity to listen
to outside speakers. All the
players were matched up
with accountability partners
to help them throughout the
season.

“We wanted the players, especially the senior class, to take
ownership of their team,” said Coach Estep. “This was a special
class as 15 of the 18 had played football on our middle school
team.”
The devotional series for the varsity football team was on humility
and how Jesus Christ was a humble servant in his leadership. This
series was carried out through character trait reviews by players
and coaches on Mondays after practice, reinforced through
Wednesday night community speakers and studies by Coach
Blazevich, the team chaplain. The coaches were intentional
about teaching the players how to be humble leaders on and
off the field through sharing personal testimonies and real life
experiences. All of this preparation off the field carried over to
how the team conducted themselves on the field.
“This year’s state championship was exciting because we did
it as seniors,” said senior Jonathan Trull. “We were a selfless
group, so to win it together was great.” “Winning something
when you are a leader and you are leading your team to the
goal is really special,” added senior Garrett Bradbury. “As
seniors we tried to encourage our teammates all season long, so
to finish with a championship makes it exciting.”
During Coach Estep’s seven-year tenure as a head coach,
his teams have won three state championships and had two
runner-up finishes. “We are intentionally building a program,”
explained Coach Estep. “The expectation has been set for us to
do well. I am proud to say that our guys outwork our opponents.
Our preparation for the season is deep, and for us it starts with
making our senior players great leaders.”
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CHEERLEADING

VARSITY FALL SPORT RECAPS

The varsity cheerleading team earned a Superior Award at Universal
Cheerleaders Association camp this summer. Three cheerleaders were
named All-Americans: senior AMELIA FRITSCHE, junior MADISON
KILLEN, and junior SOPHIA YOUMANS.

CROSS COUNTRY
The varsity cross country team ran in the NCISAA state championships.
Freshman ASHLYN COX finished 12th out of 156 runners. Ashlyn
broke the school’s 5K record with a time of 19:55 this season. The
record was previously held by CATHERINE SEABORN (’07).

BOYS’ SOCCER
The varsity boys’ soccer team had several key victories including one
over conference foe Providence Day and a tie with Country Day in
double overtime. The team advanced to the NCISAA state playoffs for
the first time in five years. The team hosted a Lower School Soccer Day
for its youngest fans. Approximately 50 lower school students turned
out to escort varsity players on the field, sing the national anthem,
and participate in a halftime contest to score a goal against Coach
Amanda Naeher, varsity ladies’ soccer coach.

GIRLS’ TENNIS
Senior SARAH YORK earned the number one spot on the 2013 varsity
tennis squad after sitting out last season with a broken arm. She was
named the athletic player of the week in August when she won two
of the three matches for the Lady Knights’ tennis team. She defeated
Wesleyan Christian (6-4, 7-5) and High Point Christian (6-4, 6-4).

VOLLEYBALL
The varsity volleyball team finished the season with an 18-11 overall
record. The Knights advanced to the NCISAA state quarterfinals,
falling to Cary Academy, 1-3. The team competed in the Serve for
the Cure tournament this season and raised $240.
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Freeport Bahamas Basketball Tournament
The varsity boys’ basketball team traveled to Freeport, Bahamas over the Thanksgiving break to participate in a holiday
basketball tournament. The participating schools from the States were welcomed with an opening ceremony by the hosting
Bahamian school to tip off the trip. The team went 1-3 in tournament play, with the three losses in the single digits, but grew
tremendously, coming back from big third quarter deficits and getting experience in overtime play. Off the court the team
built camaraderie by visiting the local straw market and enjoying a snorkeling excursion.
“I feel that as we continue to build our program we want our players to have the very best experiences possible. Going out
of the country is just another way to continue to add to that. I am thankful our young men had the opportunitty to see more
of the world and to understand and appreciate a different culture,” said Varsity Boys’ Head Coach Shonn Brown. “We have
built a great culture at Charlotte Christian that is all encompassing, and not just about the wins or losses - it is about building
into the lives of these young men. For me it was fun to see our players and our families, who traveled with us, to support and
encourage one another. We had a great time and have been blessed by the school to allow us to do these things and take
part in various experiences and opportunities.”

Fall
Player of
the Week
Recipients

AUG. 19-23
KYRIE
PENNINGTON
(volleyball)
AUSTIN KENDALL
(football)

SEPT. 2-6
KYRIE
PENNINGTON
(volleyball)
JAMES FINCH
(soccer)

AUG. 26-30
SARAH YORK
(tennis)
BO HINES
(football)

SEPT. 9-13
ASHLYN COX
(cross country)
NICHOLAS FIELDS
(cross country)

SEPT. 23-27
JAIDEN MASON
(volleyball)
BO HINES
(football)

OCT. 7-11
MADISON KOFOED
(volleyball)
GAVIN LEARY
(soccer)

SEPT. 30-OCT. 4
BRENNA KNIGHT
(tennis)
CONNOR BOTES
(soccer)

OCT. 28-NOV. 1		
JEB BLAZEVICH
(football)
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FINE ARTS

art
meets
technology
The Digital Music course is a semester-long class that gives
upper school students an understanding of and proficiency in
GarageBand for Mac and iPad. Taught by Orchestra Teacher
Mr. Don Humphries, the class is composed of eight students
with a wide range of musical training. The curriculum was
created by Mr. Humphries and along with teaching proficiency
in GarageBand, it also teaches the skills of recording, mixing,
and composing music.
“Students live in an electronic/digital world,” said Mr.
Humphries. “This class allows them to use technology in a way
they couldn’t with traditional instruments.”
In this class, Mr. Humphries teaches students how to use their
device as an instrument. They are able to transform their iPad
or Mac computer into a drum set, guitar, piano or more. In
addition to the technological side of the class, there is also a
focus on composition and theory. Mr. Humphries works with his
students on rhythm and counting and the theory of keys and
chords and notes.

11 CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

The projects the students work on in class allow them to use
their various levels of musical skills to create interpretations of
popular songs. Mr. Humphries provides them with sheet music
of songs sung by such artists as Adele, Cold Play and Journey
and then sets them loose to rearrange and recreate the songs
based on their perceptions and with their creative flair.
It is Mr. Humphries’ desire that when his students leave his class
they will have developed an appreciation for the relevance
computers and iPads now have in today’s music and how these
tools can be applied to their own musical interests and skills.
“The technological side of what we
are doing fits right in with the STEM
curriculum we are implementing
at Charlotte Christian,” said Mr.
Humphries. “There is truly an
uncharted future for what we can
do with this class.”

FINE ARTS

COMING TOGETHER

Warner Field House Dedication
Under the leadership of Upper School ACT 1 Director Mrs. Tiffany
Bear and Music Director Mr. Conrad Bear, the ACT 1 drama
troupe finished its fall competition season with numerous honors
and awards. The group once again made it to the 2013 North
Carolina Theatre Conference (NCTC) state competition where
they performed A Village Fable, a play about the journey of three
individuals who are shunned for being different. This year’s event
was held at Greensboro College, and Charlotte Christian’s team
was one of only 16 out of almost 200 schools that made it to
the state level. Junior Haley Putnam and senior Evan Ector were
among those thespians that received individual acting awards at
the competition.
“Our team represented the school and Christ well in their
interactions with the other students, and we were very proud of
them,” said Mrs. Bear. “The team seemed to enjoy the adventure
and had fun together.”
To get to the state competition, the team first won the Regional
Distinguished Play Award and multiple individual awards at
the regional High School Play Festival held Nov. 8-9 at Rocky
River High School. At the event, the group presented two shows,
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing and A Village Fable,
winning numerous group and individual awards.
“We have prayed since the beginning of the year that God would
use our group to touch hearts and lives with this artistic medium that He would help us to be a light in the lost world of the theatre,
and that we would be able to show the world that Christians can
do great work in this field,” said Mrs. Bear. “God did that with
our performances. We are so thankful for the opportunity to have
performed at the state competition and look forward to many
more such opportunities, as the Lord allows.”

STATE NCTC HIGH SCHOOL PLAY
FESTIVAL AWARDS:
Excellence in Acting Female: HALEY PUTNAM
Excellence in Acting Male:
EVAN ECTOR
Regional NCTC High School Play Festival Awards:
Regional Distinguished Play Award A Village Fable
Honorable Mention Distinguished Play Award:
Much Ado About Nothing
Outstanding Achievement in Acting:
EVAN ECTOR - A Village Fable and
Much Ado About Nothing
Outstanding Achievement in Acting:
KYNDALL SUTHERLAND - Much Ado About Nothing
Excellence in Acting Award:
BRAD KESLING - A Village Fable
Excellence in Acting Award:
NATHAN PILLMORE - Much Ado About Nothing
Excellence in Acting Award:
HALEY PUTNAM - A Village Fable
Excellence in Directing Award
MRS. TIFFANY RENEE BEAR A Village Fable and Much Ado About Nothing
2013-14 ISSUE 1
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“The
Price of
Freedom”
Sophomore Sarah Redmond was awarded the Independent
High School First Place in the Carolinas Freedom Foundation
Patriotic Art Competition for her patriotic artwork entitled,
“The Price of Freedom.” Sarah received the honor at the
US Airways Freedom breakfast held downtown at the Blake
Hotel, and she attended the event with her mother, Mrs. Nell
Redmond, and her art teacher, Mrs. Eva Crawford. Along with
the honor bestowed on her, Sarah was also awarded a cash
prize of $200, and her artwork was also featured on the
program for the event. The breakfast, held the Friday before
Veterans Day, celebrated the freedoms our country enjoys and
included the swearing in of five new U.S. citizens.
“It was so amazing to receive my award because there were
so many beautiful pieces of art nominated,” said Sarah.
“The ceremony almost brought me to tears because it was so
patriotic. I was so glad my artwork could touch the hearts of
the veterans that were there that morning.”
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In addition to the Sarah’s award, Charlotte Christian freshman
Eva Bower won second place and a $100 prize; senior Mary
Bryson won third place; and the following students received
honorable mentions: Britton Edwards, Sydney Goldstein, Mimi
Knox, Julia Lohoff-Gaida and Akanima Okpokowuruk.

COMMUNITY

NEW DINING PROGRAM EARNS NATIONAL HONORS
Congratulations to Chef David Stowe and the entire Flik dining
hall team on being named the National Account of the Year, the
top award given by their parent company, Compass Group, in
the company’s Be-A-Star Program. The Charlotte Christian dining
hall chefs and associates earned both the Regional Account of
the Year for the Mid-Atlantic region and the prestigious National
Account of the Year for Flik Independent Food Services, which
provides dining services for more than 150 schools nationwide.
The Be-A-Star Program is a national program within the Compass
Group that encourages and recognizes associates and teams
that deliver excellence and outstanding results every day. Chef
Stowe accepted the award on behalf of the Charlotte Christian
team at the annual Compass Night of Stars awards ceremony
held in October at Universal Studios in Orlando, Fla.
“We have a great team that really cares about Charlotte
Christian, and they went above and beyond, which earned
them this award,” shared Chef Stowe. “They are invested in the
students here, and they work hard every day to make our dining
program the best in the nation.”

The Charlotte Christian team achieved the following objectives
with business excellence:
• Executed a successful change to an all-inclusive Healthy
Dining Program at Charlotte Christian.
• Team member Shayna Davis was nominated for Outstanding
Associate because of her great work in the Early Education
Building and her care and dedication to the junior kindergarten
and kindergarten students.
• Organized the local Flik Schools to participate in the
Charlotte Area Kidney Foundation Walk.
• Conducted Healthy Cooking classes for faculty and staff
members at Charlotte Christian.
• Volunteered and cooked meals for the Room at the Inn
homeless shelter.
• Chef Chris Zion volunteered his chef services for silent auctions
benefitting the Battered Women’s Shelter and the Council for
Children.
• Submitted recipes for the Mushroom Counsel contest.

PARENT EDUCATION SERIES

This year, Charlotte Christian is hosting a parent education series to help foster a Christ-centered community at both home and
school. In September, Dr. Lauren King, Psy.D spoke to parents about how to help with childhood anxieties, and in October, bestselling author Shannon Ethridge, came to campus to speak with students and parents about God’s plan for healthy sexuality.
Other offerings included the Mom’s Bible Study and Books & Fellowship for Moms, both hosted by Mrs. Lisa Giller; the Men’s
Last Retreat fellowship group for dads; Swimming with Poole; and Smart from the Start. Mr. and Mrs. Giller also hosted
Intentional Parenting Discussions to provide a time for parents to discuss the challenges of parenting and grow better together.
Here are some more events coming up this spring:
•
•
•
•

State of the School Address
Books & Fellowship for Moms
Apologetics Class for Parents
Swimming with Poole		

Monday, Jan. 27 at 7 p.m.				
Wednesdays from 8-9:30 a.m. (beginning Jan. 8)
Sundays at 7 p.m. (beginning Jan. 12)		
April 23 at 8 a.m. 				

Flenniken Dining Hall
Head of School Home
Petty Media Center
Swim and Tennis Center

For more information about any of these events in the series or to register,
please visit www.charlottechristian.com/parenteducation.
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BREAKING GROUND ON THE FUTURE
HENDRICK CENTER FOR ARTS AND SCIENCE

Just days before Thanksgiving, Charlotte Christian School was
blessed to host the groundbreaking ceremony for the Hendrick
Center for Arts and Science. The new building will become the
“front door” of the school, welcoming students, parents and
visitors to campus under a beautiful cupola set with a cross.
Participating in the groundbreaking ceremony were lead donors
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Linda Hendrick; Mrs. Pat Rodgers and
Mr. Jeff Bremer of Rodgers Construction, the project’s general
contractor; Mr. David Bellamy of LS3P, project architect;
members of the Charlotte Christian Board of Trustees; students
representing all three divisions; faculty; and Head of School Mr.
Barry Giller. Donors and participants in the groundbreaking
joined together for a small reception in the dining hall after the
ceremony. The groundbreaking ceremony was also replayed
with pictures at the school’s annual all-school Thanksgiving
Chapel which was held later that morning.
“The Hendrick Center for Arts and Science will serve as a center
for learning and collaboration on campus, bringing together
students from the lower, middle and upper schools into one

space,” said Mrs. Paula Banks, chair of the Charlotte Christian
facilities committee. “We are so blessed to move forward with this
project with the support of our Charlotte Christian community.”
Construction on the new building is already under way with
completion planned for July 2014, just in time for the start of the
2014-15 school year. The building project is part of the school’s
2020 Vision Strategic Plan and is being made possible by the
generous gifts of friends and families of the school, including Mr.
and Mrs. Hendrick. The total cost of the project, including the
new parking areas, will be $6.2 million.
The Hendricks have strong ties to Charlotte Christian School,
with three grandchildren and a great-niece and great-nephew
as current students. They also have three nieces that attended
Charlotte Christian.
“We are extremely grateful for this addition to our campus and
for God’s provision through the Hendrick family and our friends
and families who have generously donated to this project,”
shared Head of School Barry Giller. “We are also thankful for
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the hard work of our facilities committee and board of trustees
who were instrumental in the planning of this building for the
present and future needs of our school community.”
The new facility will be one of the first on campus to offer
instructional space for students in all grade levels. It will include
more than 20,000 square feet and house the lower school
STEM lab, media center, technology lab, and music classroom;
middle school Latin classroom; orchestra studio; three visual arts
studios; an upper school math and science classroom; and an
Academic Services Suite which will include offices for the school’s
director of academics, academic services coordinator, lower
school principal, tutoring offices, and the school’s receptionist.
Three of the former temporary “cottages” have already been
removed from campus and donated to a church camp in the
North Carolina mountains.

DEVELOPMENT

PARKING LOT EXPANSION

Phase one of the project began last summer with
the complete renovation of the parking areas. As
soon as students left school in May, bulldozers and
heavy equipment came on campus to begin the
huge undertaking of reworking all of the parking
areas along Sardis Road from the administration
building to the baseball field. Though heavy
summer rains threatened the project almost daily,
the new parking areas were completed just in
time for the first day of school. At completion,
65 new and wider spaces had been added to
campus, and the traffic lanes had been improved
to provide more efficient flow of traffic.

“There’s a combined commitment of the entire faculty to excel
in the areas of character building and spiritual growth of the
students, which Rick and I know will benefit them for the rest of
their lives,” said Mrs. Hendrick. “You can’t put a price tag on a
child with a solid foundation when they go out into the world.”
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SPIRITUAL LIFE & SERVICE

OUT OF YOUR ELEMENT

“The best thing about mission trips is that you are out of
your element, and then you realize that God is in control
and you are good,” said Mrs. Amy O’Bryan, middle school
counselor and trip coordinator.
Thirty seventh and eighth grade students and five middle
school faculty members were out of their element this past
summer when they traveled to the Appalachian Mountains
in Copperhill, Tenn. to partner with TEAMeffort for a mission
trip to serve the community. “TEAMeffort is a non-profit,
inter-denominational Christian youth mission organization
dedicated to providing opportunities for both youth and
adult leaders to reach out to others through Christian
service and live out a passion for God, in the context of
‘putting our faith into action.’”
The students were assigned to a property where three
generations of women lived together – grandmother,
mother, and daughter. They split into two groups to work on
different areas of the land. One group repaired the roof
on the house, smoothed the driveway and built a garden.
At the top of the hill on the property, the students built a
shed to house the washer and dryer and some needed extra
storage to keep the firewood dry. However, in addition to
the construction projects, the students had an opportunity
to visit with the family and build relationships. They even
helped the grandmother celebrate her birthday with a cake.
“Part of what we were doing was building inroads with the
families and sharing Christ by getting to know them, and
then the other time would be the construction project,” said
Middle School Principal Amanda Poole. The theme of the
mission trip was “Building Your Foundation On Christ.” The
students built foundations for projects and in relationships
with the family during the day. In the evenings, our students
would join the other schools working on the site for a time
of worship, followed by devotion time set aside for the
boys and girls.
Throughout the week the group learned to be flexible, no
matter if it was the weather not cooperating with outdoor
construction projects with it pouring down rain, or no place
to actually sit down and eat lunch during the day, or finding
a snake in the shower. The group rolled with the punches
and had great attitudes, understanding the real purpose
of their mission.
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“We were very impressed with how well the students
adapted to their new situation,” said Mrs. O’Bryan. “They
jumped right in to help and would find new ways to help
the family while we were there.”
“This was the first mission trip I had been on,” said eighth
grade student Meg Martin. “It felt good that we were
doing something for other people who couldn’t do it for
themselves. We were the first group at the site and we
were building the foundation for the other groups to come.”
“You learn to be thankful for what you have because
these people barely had anything so when they did get
something, they were grateful,” said Jackson Horner, eighth
grade student. “I’m ready to go again - maybe outside of
the United States next time!”

SPIRITUAL LIFE & SERVICE

TALKING ABOUT THE ELEPHANT (in the room)
As our culture continues to evolve, the social issues our students
are dealing with will get more and more complex. Over the
past six years, the upper school administration has worked to
address these issues through the annual Spiritual Life Conference held each fall. The conference has grown to a two-day
event held on campus where national speakers are invited to
share with the upper school body as a whole, followed by smaller group breakout sessions with upper school teachers.
This year’s speaker was Mrs. Shannon Ethridge M.A., a nationally-recognized author of 19 books and advocate for healthy
sexuality and spirituality. She holds a master’s degree in counseling/human relations from Liberty University and has spoken to youth, college students, and adults since 1989. Upper
school student sessions included “Sacred Sexuality: Holiness &
Wholeness”, “The Fine Line: Embracing Healthy Boundaries”,
and “Creation 101: Wonderfully Made in His Image.” In addition, there was a session for questions and answers as well as
teacher-led small group time.
“Mrs. Ethridge dealt with the topic very frankly, and by sharing
her own background and struggles, she evidenced credibility
with our students that really kept their attention,” said Upper
School Principal Allen Nielsen. Mrs. Ethridge also offered a
special session for parents entitled “Modeling God’s Gift of
Sexual Intimacy for Our Children” to give them insight into what
she was sharing with the students.
“Students hopefully walked away feeling as if their sexuality is
a beautiful gift from a loving God,” said Mrs. Ethridge. “I want
them to feel equipped and empowered to control their premarital sexual desires rather than be controlled by them. I want

students to be internally motivated to choose a sexually pure
lifestyle -- not because they perceive sex as dirty or bad, but
because healthy sexual intimacy in marriage is worth the wait!”
“The spiritual life conference was different from any other year,”
said senior Anna Ballard. “It addressed real life topics and
showed us the consequences and reality of our actions. The
speaker didn’t hold anything back and didn’t filter her speech,
which personally I liked. It was a blunt speech that we were
shocked over, but trust me it made an imprint on all of our lives.
I also appreciated the breakout groups with only senior girls
because since we are so close, no one had to hold anything back
or worry about being judged on their opinions.”
“She brought out some good points that we had heard before
but presented them in a different point of view,” said junior Sean
Gallagher. “It was good that she tried to be up front with how
we relate in today’s world instead of sugar coating her message. She mentioned that a lot of people my age may not have
that sense of right and wrong that we have been taught, and I
realized we have a good environment here.”

Transition Bible Class
In an effort to help
international students new to
Charlotte Christian acclimate
to the upper school, Principal
Allen Nielsen created the
Transition Bible class. The class is taught by Mr.
Nielsen and is designed to provide an introductory overview
of the Bible and foundational understandings of the Christian
faith. The year-long class utilizes curriculum from New Tribes
Mission who developed it for their ministry for unreached
people groups.
“While our mission is primarily to support Christian families in
the equipping of their children, our international program is
an outreach opportunity and I feel a responsibility to position
these students for success not only in our school program in
general but also in our Bible program,” said Mr. Nielsen.
“Our upper school Bible curriculum is rather rigorous and
requires students to have a basic understanding of the Bible

and Christian faith.”
The class follows God’s basic timeline of revelation, beginning
in the Old Testament and following God’s story and plan for
the ages from Genesis through Revelation and the students’
place in the story. The international students have very little
formal background in the Bible and Christian theology so the
pace of the class is slow, encouraging students to ask lots of
questions to help understand Christianity.
In the class is first year sophomore Joy Gu who arrived from
China this fall and lives with Charlotte Christian family Ken
and Susan Edwards. “For those of us in the class it has been
helpful because we didn’t know anything about the Bible or
Christian faith before we came here. He teaches very slowly
and allows us to ask questions and helps us to understand. I
enjoy learning about the key people in the Bible and learning
how God can do anything and that He knows everybody,
including me.”
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COMMUNITY

HOMECOMING - A CHANCE TO SERVE

Homecoming at Charlotte Christian is a special time
of year when excitement fills the air and plans are
made to welcome home alumni friends for a time to
catch up and remember. The Student Government
Association joins together each year and packs as
much fun as possible into a week that is topped off
with a varsity football game and the much anticipated
homecoming dance. This year homecoming week
included all of the traditional fun like dress up days,
room decorations, and powder puff football, along
with the new twist of service opportunities for middle
and upper school students.
The idea to integrate an outreach component into
homecoming was actually one of the initiatives
outlined in the school’s 2020 Vision Strategic Plan.
The objective was created by a committee of faculty
members, trustees, and parents who brainstormed
on how to build a sense of community within our
school. Mrs. Patty Little, the SGA sponsor, and the
student leaders had also considered the same idea,
and eagerly answered the call to serve. The SGA
leadership team joined together and decided to
adopt and support three different missions with both
local and international impact.
JULIA’S CAFE AND BOOKS: A
division of Habitat for Humanity
in Charlotte, Julia’s Cafe and
Books sells coffee and donated
books with 100 percent of the
proceeds going to help build
homes in Charlotte. Students
in middle and upper school
donated more than 375 books to Julia’s Cafe to help
support Habitat for Humanity and help those in need
of a permanent home.
SOLE HOPE: Upper school students brought in gently
used jeans that were cut and used to make shoes
for children in Uganda. The Sole Hope project is a
mission based in Asheville that works to put closed
toe shoes on African children, one pair at a time.
The children’s feet desperately need to be protected
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from jiggers, small sand fleas that infect their feet
and cause illness and sometimes require amputation.
Charlotte Christian students astounded the SGA with
the number of jeans that were donated, enough
to make at least 200 pairs of shoes. A time to cut
jeans was held on Wednesday of homecoming week
that included more than 35 students at stations using
patterns to cut the jeans into pieces needed to make
shoes. Another time will be sponsored by Mr. Jeremy
Cummings during J-Term when students taking his
Transforming Charlotte class will also cut jeans for
shoes. Following J-Term, all of the shoes that were
cut will be sent to Asheville for shipment to Uganda
where they will be sewn by African women. This
mission not only puts shoes on the feet of children
who desperately need them, but it also allows the
shoemakers to earn a fair wage and help support
their families.
CRISIS ASSISTANCE MINISTRY:
Students also
helped to put shoes on the feet of children and adults
here in Charlotte. During the week, students were
encouraged to drop off nearly new shoes that were
given to the Charlotte branch of Crisis Assistance
Ministry, a program that started in Charlotte in
1975 with the mission of providing assistance and
advocacy for people in financial crisis, helping them
move toward self-sufficiency.
“It was really a blessing to be able to add the ministry
of outreach into our activities this year,” shared SGA
chaplain, senior Ceci Wooten. “It really opened my
eyes to just how blessed we really are and it was
an awesome experience to know that what we were
doing was a tremendous help to so many others.”
“I was really excited to see how many jeans were
brought in for the Sole Hope project,” said senior
SGA public relations officer Sydney Goldstein. “Mrs.
Little had shared with us that many college campuses
were integrating service into their homecoming
activities and it really worked well here this year. I
enjoyed it and I’m glad that we all had the chance
to give back.”

COMMUNITY

“Students always look forward to homecoming:
the dress-up days, decorating competitions, the
football game and the dance,” said Mrs. Little.
“This year, our students really took that enthusiasm
beyond the walls of Charlotte Christian and
came together to make a difference in other
communities. So many kids donated their own
belongings - their shoes, books, and blue jeans,
and several kids gave their time to preparing
fabric for shoe making across the ocean. Their
joy and energy was contagious throughout the
week and the recipients of these items are so
thankful! These kids truly multiplied a time of
excitement into an exercise of blessing.”
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STUDENT AMBASSADORS MAKE THE CONNECTION
Visiting students want to be welcomed by
friendly faces, and at Charlotte Christian,
a team of 26 student ambassadors makes
sure that happens every time. These student
ambassadors are part of an exciting program
designed to integrate student leaders into the
admissions process so they can connect with
prospective students and families and share
their own unique view of Charlotte Christian.
The program began in the fall of 2009 and
was modeled after similar programs found
at colleges and universities where current
students were paired with visiting students to
help them get a “real feel” for their campuses.
Charlotte Christian’s student ambassadors are
called on to participate in an official capacity
at special events throughout the school year
such as open houses, campus functions, campus
tours, new student events like Lemonade &
Cookies, and outreach programs including Tea
for Two.
“Our student ambassadors all have varying interests across
campus and truly reflect all aspects of life at Charlotte Christian,”
said Mrs. JoAnn Calhoun, assistant director of admissions and the
ambassador’s program coordinator. “Whether they are focused
on academics, sports, clubs, fine arts, service, or any other area
of interest, they represent the heartbeat of the school and really
connect well with their peers at admissions events and campus
tours.”
Student ambassadors meet specific requirements put in place
by the admissions department and go through a nomination and
interview process for selection. They are required to participate
in at least three events each year to remain active and earn
service hours for their help. Some meet one-on-one with students
and families and others speak at functions like the Newcomers
Embraced and Welcomed (N.E.W.) Coffees and share their
own experiences about what it was like when they were new to
Charlotte Christian or what they enjoy most about their school.
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Many ambassadors have been here since
JK and some have been here just a few
years, but they all share an enthusiastic
love for Charlotte Christian. Several of the
ambassadors also serve as student bloggers
for the school website.
They talk about their personal perspectives
and experiences and answer questions on
all kinds of topics like: What are the classes
like? How about the teachers? Is it hard to
make friends here and will I fit in? Is the food
in the dining hall good? How do you try out
for soccer or lacrosse? Do you have a prom?
What play are you doing this year in fine
arts? What is the dress code like? and How
much homework do you have? just to name
a few.
Senior Amelia Fritsche is a lifer and has been
an admissions ambassador for four years.
“My favorite part is helping out at the JK-K open houses and
events,” she said. “Those years created wonderful memories
for me, and I enjoy talking with parents who are considering
our lower school program because I can tell them how much it
impacted me personally.”
Junior Colter Corish came to Charlotte Christian in the second
grade and has been on the ambassador’s team for two
years. “I believe that we make it a little more comfortable
for the prospective students because we can offer our firsthand experience and a unique insight into the dynamics of the
school,” he said. The visiting students are often paired with
an ambassador that has similar interests, so Colter has had
the chance to visit with students who had interests in theatre,
academics, or swimming. “Being an ambassador is a great
way to share what we love about the school and give back to
Charlotte Christian,” he said.

CAMPUS NOTABLES

ACADEMICS
CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SPELLING BEE

HENDRICK SCHOLARSHIPS

Congratulations to seventh grader DYLAN GENTNER on
winning the Charlotte Christian Spelling Bee for the second
year in a row. Thirty-five students representing grades three
through eight competed in the 2013 Spelling Bee on Dec. 6.
Congratulations also to fifth grader JOSEPH SACHTLEBEN
who was the first runner-up in the bee. Dylan will go on to
represent Charlotte Christian in the Mecklenburg County
Independent School Spelling Bee on Jan. 28 at Charlotte
Preparatory School.

Seniors EMILY SEABORN and JONAH WYLIE were named
the 2013 recipients of the Jennifer and Kimberly Hendrick
Memorial Scholarships during an all-school chapel held
Oct. 10. The scholarships were established by Mrs. Cathy
Hendrick in May of 2005 to provide full tuition to two seniors
who exemplify a humble, Christ-like spirit, and heart of
service to the Lord. The scholarships are in memory of her
twin daughters, Jennifer Marie Hendrick and Kimberly Paige
Hendrick, both Charlotte Christian graduates of the Class of
2000.

NATIONAL MERIT® & NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT HONORS
Congratulations to seniors ALLIE SEELIG and EVAN ECTOR on
being named semifinalists in the 59th annual National Merit®
Scholarship Program. Allie and Evan will go on to compete
with more than 16,000 students from across the country for
approximately 8,000 National Merit® Scholarships that
will be awarded next spring. Congratulations also to senior
AKANIMA OKPOKOWURUK on being named an Outstanding
Participant in the National Achievement Scholarship Program,
an award initiated in 1964 by the National Merit® Scholarship
Program to honor academically promising African American
high school students.

TEACHER RECEIVES
NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION
Upper school Spanish teacher RHONDA
NIETO was recently awarded her National
Board Certification, an advanced national
teaching credential. The National Board
Certification is a rigorous, peer-reviewed
process that ensures that board-certified
teachers have proven skills to advance
student achievement through excellence and leadership.

AP SCHOLARS
A total of 44 AP Honors were earned by Charlotte Christian students based on AP exams taken in May of 2013. Charlotte Christian
offers a total of 20 college level courses including both AP and Honors classes. Congratulations to the following students and alumni:
NATIONAL AP SCHOLARS
MICHAEL GOOD
COLIN JARRETT
AP SCHOLARS
WITH DISTINCTION
KENDALL CAMERON
CONNOR CLAVIN
HOUSTON CULPEPPER
EVAN ECTOR
MOLLY HAIR
COLIN JARRETT
ALEX JOHNSON
JESSA O’CONNOR
SCOTT ORTLIP

ASHLEY RICHARDSON
CHANDLER SCHRAMM
ALLIE SEELIG
GRIFFIN WILSON
JEFFREY YOH
AP SCHOLARS
WITH HONORS
ALLEN CROSBY
ANDY FERGUSON
ELIZABETH FLEISCHER
JAMES HANEBUTT
GAVIN LEARY

AP SCHOLARS
GIGI BAILEY
CAMERON BOTES
MARY BRYSON
ADAM BURNAM
MATT BURT
MARTA CASE
MEREDITH DIXON
KAYLA DONNALLEY
MARGARET ELLIOTT
WES FOSKEY
JONAH GILLER

JEANETTE HASSELBERG
CHASE HOWARD
CARSON KOWAR
LUCY LAMBERT
DALLAS MCCORKLE
JARED ODENBECK
MARK SALEH
EMILY SEABORN
JOSH STATER
BAILEY THOMPSON
SARAH YORK

2013-14 ISSUE 1
n

22

CAMPUS NOTABLES

READING KNIGHTS
READING PAGES
Alecia Artis • Ashley Artis • Rachel Baker • Andrew Boythe
Corbin Corum • Cristian Fahami • Cameron Ferranti • Daniel Guandolo
Ana Hockaday • Maddie Kotula • Habtamu McClain • Kynna Moore
Ashlyn Nelson • Cade Nicholson • Grant Nicholson
Obi Okeke • Luke Ramsey

READING SQUIRES
Corbin Corum • Cristian Fahami • Habtamu McClain • Cade Nicholson
Grant Nicholson • Obi Okeke • Kennedy Rogers

READING KNIGHTS
Loren Jones • Cade Nicholson • Grant Nicholson • Obi Okeke

READING KNIGHTS WITH A PENNANT
Sarah Davis • Lily Golzar • Cade Nicholson
For more information on Reading Knights, please visit www.charlottechristian.com
under the academics tab and click on media center.

FINE ARTS
MATTHEWS ARTFEST
WINNER
Congratulations
to
senior
AKANIMA
OKPOKOWURUK on
winning third place in
the Senior Scholarship
Competition at the
Matthews
ArtFest
held in September.
Akanima’s watercolor
self-portrait won a
$150 scholarship.
DISNEY’S MY SON PINNOCHIO, JR.
Middle school students had the opportunity to work with guest
choreographers from the Children’s Theatre of Charlotte as
they prepared for their recent production of Disney’s My Son
Pinnochio, Jr. The students welcomed ISAAC GAY, who played
the role of Tarzan, and alum POLLY HILTON (’11), who played
the role of Jane, in the Children’s Theater fall production of
Tarzan. Polly was a familiar face on the Charlotte Christian
stage as a member of ACT 1 and multiple productions including
Rags, Thoroughly Modern Millie, Little Women, and Disney’s
Beauty and the Beast. Isaac and Polly came to campus to rehearse
with the students and choreograph their multiple dance scenes.
Isaac also worked with the ACT 1 students to choreograph A
Village Fable and Much Ado About Nothing as they prepared
for their NCTC competition and he will also be working with the
cast of the upper school spring musical, Fiddler on the Roof. Polly
also helped lower school students with choreography for Disney’s
Jungle Book Kids which will be on stage in late February.
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VIRGINIA TECH UNIVERSITY HONOR BAND
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR
SYDNEY WEAVER
CARNEGIE HALL
Congratulations to sophomores BRAD KESLING and WILL MCLAIN
on being selected for the prestigious Honors Choir in the Honors
Performance Series at Carnegie Hall. Brad and Will leave for
New York City in February for rehearsals and their performance
at Carnegie Hall. This is the fourth year in a row that Charlotte
Christian has had students selected for this honors program.

ALL-CISAA CONFERENCE ATHLETES

SENIOR SELECTED FOR
UNDER ARMOUR ALL-AMERICA GAME

CHEERLEADING:
AMELIA FRITSCHE
MADISON KILLEN
PAYTON WALKER
SOPHIA YOUMANS
CROSS COUNTRY:
ASHLYN COX
SOCCER:
CONNOR BOTES
BAILEY LEWIS

FOOTBALL:
JEB BLAZEVICH
GARRETT BRADBURY
CONNOR BURNAM
BRIAN CHAFFIN
ELIJAH DEVEAUX
DALTON GOUVEIA
BO HINES
JAYLON MCCLINTON
CJ NASH
JACKSON VAN SICKLE

CAMPUS NOTABLES

ATHLETICS

VOLLEYBALL:
LUCY LAMBERT
KYRIE PENNINGTON
ALL-NCISAA STATE ATHLETES

Congratulations to senior varsity football player JEB
BLAZEVICH on being selected for the Under Armour AllAmerica game. Representatives from Under Armour were
on campus on Sept. 12 and presented Jeb with his AllAmerica jersey during a special athletic assembly. Jeb
has committed to play at the University of Georgia next
year and is the first player from Charlotte Christian to be
selected for the All-America game. The Under Armour
All-America game will feature 90 of the nation’s top
seniors and will be played in St. Petersburg, Fla. on Jan.
2, 2014 and broadcast live on ESPN.

FOOTBALL:
JEB BLAZEVICH
GARRETT BRADBURY
CONNOR BURNAM
BRIAN CHAFFIN
ELIJAH DEVEAUX
DALTON GOUVEIA
BO HINES
JAYLON MCCLINTON
CJ NASH
JACKSON VAN SICKLE

VOLLEYBALL:
KYRIE PENNINGTON

NCAA SIGNING DAY

At the Fall NCAA Signing Ceremony held Nov. 13, four senior student-athletes signed national letters-of-intent to play sports at the
collegiate level. Congratulations to the following athletes:
DAVID KOCHER
University of Maryland
Golf

ZACH MCILROY
Anderson University		
Baseball

NICK OWENS		 MATTHEW REITZ
North Carolina State
Anderson University		
University			 Baseball
Baseball
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Donors as of December 17, 2013

The following is a list of families who have already made their commitment to the 2013-14 Annual Fund.
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Aaron
Mr. and Mrs. Fermin Abarca
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Albee
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Aldridge
Dr. and Mrs. John Allbert
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Angel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Angley
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Apple
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Artis
Mr. and Mrs. William Atwater
Mrs. Julie Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Koshy Babu
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Baglia
Ms. Carol Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ball
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Ballard
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Banks
Mr. Timothy Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bartlett
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Battle
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Baum
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Bear
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Berg
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Berry
Mr. and Mrs. Griffin Bettencourt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bigger
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Black
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Blackwelder
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Blakeney
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Blazevich
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Boelkins
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Boelkins
Mr. Michael Booe
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Booker
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Boone
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Botes
Ms. Joyce Bovee
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Bovee
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boyles
Mr. and Mrs. David Boythe
Mr. and Mrs. Luke Boythe
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bradham
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Brannock
Dr. and Mrs. Ron Brannon
Mr. Ken and Dr. Valerie Brehmer
Mr. and Mrs. Cris Brickner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Broocks
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brooks
Ms. Sierra Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Shonn Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Brown
Mr. Martin Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bryson
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Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Buchanan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bugg
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burch
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Burrus
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Burt
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Byron
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Calhoun
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Carlton
Mr. and Mrs. Rusty Carpenter
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Cash
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Cassier
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Cauthen
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Chan
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Cherry
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Cherry
Mr. and Mrs. John Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Cloninger
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Collins
Mr. and Mrs. John Coppala
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Corish
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Corrigan
Mr. and Dr. Brian Corum
Mr. and Mrs. George Courtney
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Craddock
Dr. and Mrs. John Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. John Crews
Mr. and Mrs. John Crowley
Mr. and Mrs. David Culberson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Davenport
Mr. Carlos Davila and
Mrs. Veronica Kallqvist-Davila
Mr. and Mrs. Rhett Davis
Rev. and Mrs. Talbot Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Davis-Ball
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Dean
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dennehy
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Donnalley
Mr. and Mrs. John Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. David Drummond
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Drummond
Mr. and Mrs. David Dubose
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Dunnavant
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel DuPre’
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Durden
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Durham
Mr. and Mrs. Holger Ebert
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ector
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Edwards
Mr. Patrick Efird
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Efird
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Eichorn

Ms. Patrice Ellise
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Embrey
Mrs. Stewart Emery
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Ennis
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Eshleman
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Estep
Mr. and Mrs. James Fagan
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Fair
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Fair
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Fairchild
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Farish
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Fasciana
Mr. and Mrs. John Fennell
Mr. and Mrs. Micah Ferranti
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ferreira
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Finke
Mr. David Flenniken
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Flenniken
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Forbidussi
Mr. and Mrs. John Foery
Dr. and Mrs. Darin Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Foxx
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher French
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fulginiti
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Funderburk
Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Fuqua
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Galbreath
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Galletto
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Garrett
Ms. Judy Gauthier
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Giller
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Giller
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Girard
Mr. and Mrs. Bucky Glover
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Golding
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. Will Goley
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Gombar
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Goode
Mr. and Mrs. Whit Goodrich
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Goodson
Mr. and Mrs. Zach Goodyear
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Gowan
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Grauel
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Grauel
Ms. Melinda Graves
Mr. and Mrs. James Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Green
Mr. Paul Green
Ms. Sheila Greene
Ms. Melanie Greig
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Griffin

Mr. and Mrs. William Guandolo
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Gum
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Gwinn
Mr. and Mrs. David Haines
Mr. Joey Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Hanebutt
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hardy
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Haski
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hasselberg
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Hawisher
Dr. and Mrs. Donn Headley
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Henson
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Hertzig
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hicks
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hinde
Mr. and Mrs. Zack Hinson
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hodges
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hoff
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hogan
Mrs. Edy Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Horne
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Horner
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Howard
Mr. and Mrs. David Hulbert
Ms. Sharon Humphrey
Mr. and Mrs. Don Humphries
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hunter
Ms. Sue Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Israel
Mr. and Mrs. William Ivansco
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Jagielski
Mr. Chris James
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Jenkins
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Jernigan
Mrs. Alicia Jesso
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Johnson
Ms. Elizabeth Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Nate Johnson
Mr. Robert Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Frankie Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. John Kasay
Ms. Theresa Kasay
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Kellogg
Ms. Alex Kemp
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kerr
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kesling
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ketron
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kimbrell
Mr. and Mrs. Mark King
Mr. and Mrs. Tony King
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Kirchhoff

Mr. and Mrs. David Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Britt Moose
Dr. Amanda Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Grey Mull
Mr. and Mrs. Bret Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Myers
Ms. Amanda Naeher
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Nations
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Nielsen
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Nieto
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. Ward Norris
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Norvell
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Norwood
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler O’Bryan
Dr. and Mrs. John Oesterle
Dr. and Mrs. Shannon Parsons
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Pashoian
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Paulson
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Payne
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peach
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Peach
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pearce
Mr. and Mrs. Haynes Peery
Mr. and Mrs. Mario Pejrone
Mr. and Mrs. Daryel Person
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Phalen
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Pillmore
Mr. and Mrs. John Pitts
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Poole
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Poynter
Mrs. Anne Prather
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Preston
Mr. and Mrs. John Putnam
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rabon
Ms. Katie Radcliffe
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Cory Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Randa
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Reid
Mr. and Mrs. Donavan Reid

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Rigot
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. John Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Roddy
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Rouse
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Runge
Mr. and Mrs. Erich Rupprecht
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Sachtleben
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sadowski
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Saleh
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Sams
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sander
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Sayson
Mr. John Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Seaborn
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Seeling
Mr. and Mrs. John Sefcik-Earl
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Simon
Mr. and Mrs. John Siverling
Mr. Andrew Slattery
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. David Soliday
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Soule
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Soule
Ms. Marybeth Stephenson
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Stillman
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Stokley
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Stone
Dr. and Mrs. George Stuart
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Stubblefield
Rev. and Mrs. Daryl Sutherland
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Switzer
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Szymborski
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Tan
Ms. Terri Tedesco
Drs. Ron and Freida Thomas
Mr. Lynn Thorneburg and
Dr. Susan Hockaday

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Tiess
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Trotter
Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Turner
Mr. and Mrs. David Urban
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Valeriano
Mr. and Mrs. John Varol
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Vermillion
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Vinten
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Von Cannon
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Waldrop
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wallace
Ms. Shelley Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Warpula
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Warr
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. David Weaver
Drs. Leslie and Hala Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Chris White
Mr. Marty White and
Dr. Heather White
Mr. and Mrs. Paul White
Mr. and Mrs. David Whitley
Mr. and Mrs. David Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Windham
Mr. and Mrs. John Wingblade
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Woolery
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Wooten
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Yoh
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Yoh
Mrs. Julie Youmans
Mrs. Dawn Young
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Yusko
Mr. and Mrs. David Zacarias
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Zeigler
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Zinger
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Miss Kathryn Kirk
Ms. Becky Knight
Mr. and Mrs. John Kocher
Mr. and Dr. Mitchel Kotula
Mrs. Kimberly Kuo
Mr. and Mrs. George Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Lawing
Rev. and Mrs. Al Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Don Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Lichtenberger
Ms. Gina Lister
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Lloyd
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Loeb
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Loeber
Dr. and Mrs. Burton Lohoff-Gaida
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Long
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Lucado
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Lye
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Maier
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Malpas
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Marcey
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Marco
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Markwat
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Kinney McClain
Mr. and Mrs. Rick McCorkle
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McCormick
Mr. and Mrs. James McCreary
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Edward McGavran
Mr. and Mrs. Gary McGinn
Mr. Mark McLean
Mr. and Mrs. Jim McLeod
Mr. and Mrs. Flint McNaughton
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Mederos
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Metz
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Mitchell
Mrs. Beverly Modzell
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Molitor
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Montgomery

Sara Blakeney, Director of Annual Giving
Sara Blakeney joined the Development Team in October 2013 as the director
of annual giving. Her primary responsibilities include raising money for the
Annual Fund as well as coordinating the golf and tennis tournaments in the
spring.
Most recently, Sara worked at Queens University of Charlotte where she served
as the executive director of alumni relations. Prior to her role at Queens, she
served as director of development for the South Carolina Children’s Theatre
and the college development officer for the College of Arts and Sciences at
the University of North Florida. Sara graduated from Hollins College with a
degree in communications and received her Masters of Public Administration
from the University of North Florida. Joining her at Charlotte Christian are her
two children, Maggie (4th grade) and Marshall (1st grade).
Sara is thrilled to be part of Charlotte Christian and looks forward to meeting
with all the great families! Please let her know if you have any questions or
better yet, stop by her office (second floor of the administration building) next
time you’re on campus to say hello!
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GRAHAM LEADERSHIP RECEPTION

SEPT. 5, 2013
The Graham Leadership Reception kicked off the Annual Fund for
the 2013-14 school year. The reception recognized cornerstone
donors who gave to the Annual Fund for 10 or more years, as
well as those that gave at the ambassador level and above. The
name of the reception was in honor of the late Harry Graham,
one of the founders of Charlotte Christian. Approximately 75
people were in attendance and heard from First Grade Teacher
Mrs. Anita Baum and junior Tatiana Egbuna of how Charlotte
Christian has impacted them.

NEW FAMILY TAILGATE

SEPT. 6, 2013

More than 150 people attended the tailgate provided for new families in the dining hall to
help their transition at the start of the school year. It was a fun time of fellowship with food
and Charlotte Christian trivia before the home football game versus Victory Christian.

HOMECOMING

OCT. 18, 2013

Members of the 1992 football state championship team were recognized prior to the football game.
The alumni tent at the Friday night homecoming football game was abuzz with more than 100 alumni visiting the school. The great
turnout brought alums spanning from the 1970s to 2013. The classes of 1993 and 2003 held their 20-year and 10-year class
reunions respectively on Saturday night.

JIM CARR SCHOLARSHIP

NOV. 7, 2013
A generous donation was made to the school by
the family of the late pastor Jim Carr to recognize
students who are pursuing a career in ministry or
who are heavily involved with community service.
Mr. Carr was an upper school teacher at Charlotte
Christian in the 1980s who subsequently left
Charlotte Christian to earn a graduate degree
from Princeton University and pursue a career in
ministry. This year’s recipients included seniors
Kyndall Sutherland, Akanima Okpokowuruk, and
Ceci Wooten.
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2013
Freshman UNC-Wilmington diver ALLEN CROSBY was named
Colonial Athletic Association Diver-of-the-Week after breaking
a school record in the 1-meter dive in a meet against Emory this
year.
CHANDLER GOODSON earned a spot on the JV basketball
team at UNC-Chapel Hill as a freshman.

group associated with campus outreach, that meets weekly for
Bible study with Duke students. The brothers will participate in a
mission trip this coming spring break to Mexico to help develop
a college ministry and work with students at a local university.

CLASS NOTES

Class Notes

2010
KELBY BROWN is majoring in anthropology
at Duke University and plans to apply
to medical school this summer. He is a
redshirt junior on the football team, which
became ACC Coastal Division Champions,
and competed in the Chick-fil-A Bowl in
December. He was named to the Duke
Dean’s List in 2013, All-ACC First Team,
ACC Linebacker of the Week on Nov. 18
and Oct. 28, ACC Co-Linebacker of the Week on Nov. 11, and
Walter Camp National Player of the Week on Oct. 27.

2012
DANIEL GOLDSTEIN accepted an engineering co-op position
with Timco Aerosystems that started this past fall. Daniel will
participate in four rotations throughout his college years. He
is also part of a national leadership team geared towards
entrepreneurship.
MERRY PARKER is an international affairs major at Florida
State University. She currently volunteers 10 hours a week
at a food bank 10 hours a week, and next semester will be
volunteering at a youth services organization. She has plans to
return to Nicaragua this summer to help construct a school and
build an artificial reef in the Caribbean.
DAVID SCARLETT will serve middle and high school students in
Gulu, Uganda from January to May 2014 and will work with
Restore International at Restore Leadership Academy. David
plans to return to Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn. in the fall.

2011
KYLER BROWN is double majoring in
computer science and art visual studies
at Duke University. He is a redshirt
sophomore on the football team, which
became ACC Coastal Division Champions,
and competed in the Chick-fil-A Bowl in
December. He was named to the Academic
All-ACC Team in 2012-13. Kyler and his
brother KELBY BROWN (‘10) went on a
mission trip to Honduras during his spring break last year and
focused on door-to-door evangelism and VBS for children. Kyler
and Kelby volunteer in Durham, reaching out to under privileged
children on Saturday mornings in the off season. Kyler, along
with his brother, Kelby, formed and lead a separate discipleship

LESLIE CAMERON graduated in December from UNCWilmington with a degree in accounting. She was also
recognized as the Outstanding Graduate in Accountancy and
Business Law by the Cameron School of Business.

2009
MARGARET ELMORE (’09) and
MAGGIE HOOD (’09) are now
roommates in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn. This past May, Margaret
graduated from NC State and
Maggie from NYU. Margaret is
currently a graphic designer at
West Elm and Maggie is a model,
actress, waitress, and babysitter.
The two attend Liberty Church
and are part of the launch of
the Liberty Brooklyn Community
starting in January. Here’s to more than eight years of friendship,
and counting.
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PETER HASSELBERG married
Alyssa Medford on Oct. 12, 2013.
The couple met at Appalachian
State University during freshman
orientation. Members of the
bridal party included CARSON
THOMPSON (‘09) and the
groom’s brothers, DAVID (‘04),
JASON (‘06), and MATTHEW
(‘11). Peter and Alyssa plan to
teach English overseas in Korea.

2006
JARED BARD married Courtney
Graham of Charlotte on Oct.
19, 2013. Their wedding was
in Charleston, S.C. at the First
Baptist Church and reception at
Charleston Place Hotel. Seven
of the groomsmen/best men
also graduated from Charlotte
Christian: DANIEL BARD (’03),
LUKE BARD (’09) (co-best men)
KURT FULGINITI (’06), MAX
FULGINITI (’06), BEN WALTON
(’06),
CHARLES
BRADLEY
(’06), and TAYLOR SEARCEY
(’06). The couple now resides in
Charlotte, N.C.

2008
SARAH GRAVES graduated
from Elon University in 2012 and
has been working in the office of
University Advancement at Elon
ever since. She currently serves
as the Coordinator of Annual
Giving and works closely with
organizing alumni class reunions.
Her sister, CAROLINE GRAVES
(‘09), graduated from Elon in
2013 and is living in Charlotte
working at Circa Interiors &
Antiques.

2003
THOMAS SPRADLING married Laura Bethune on Nov. 2.

2002
ROSEMARY NATIONS
ALEXANDER and her husband,
Tripp, welcome a daughter,
Emaline Ashton, on Aug. 28,
2013.
Emaline weighed 6
pounds and 13 ounces and
measured 19 1/2 inches long.

JEN JOHNSON returned to the University of Texas School of
Law - Austin to complete her last year of law school after a
12-week summer internship/externship in New York City with
Weil, Gotshal and Manges and the Innocence Project. After
graduation and bar completion, she will be working in NYC for
Weil, Gotshal and Manges.

2007
PRESTON GORDON married
Deanna Fox on Oct. 5, 2013 in
Jackson, Wyoming. Preston and
Deanna moved from Jackson
to Vancouver, BC after their
wedding for Preston to start a
Masters of Divinity program at
Regent College. Preston plans to
pursue a future in either pastoral
ministry or Christian education.

TRESSA RIBAUDO WEBER
and her husband, Aaron,
welcomed a daughter,
Karina Jean, on Sept. 20,
2013. Karina joins big
brother Clark.

2001
SARAH SUTTON and her husband, Scott, welcomed their first
child a daughter, Hannah Rae, on Aug. 26, 2012. The Sutton’s
moved back to Charlotte with the relocation of Scott’s job as the
Sustainability Engagement Manager at Duke Energy.
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Todd Woolery (’92)
ANDY BABYAK and his wife, Lauren, live in Murfreesboro, N.C.
where Andy is an Assistant Professor of Management at Chowan
University.
CORY LUNDEEN is engaged to
Meagan Pack of Anderson, S.C.
and the couple plans to marry
May 25, 2014 in Anderson.

1987
JAY CRISP and his wife, Sharon, welcomed a second son, Reid,
on April 23, 2013. Reid joins big brother Brody, who is 3 years
old. Jay was recently promoted to managing director at RJMW
Claim Services in Charlotte.

1986

HOLLEY ROGERS TILLMAN, along with her family, adopted a
baby girl named Carlie from Atlanta, Ga. the summer of 2012.
Carlie is now 17 months old joins big sister, Kayla, who is 8 years
old. The family lives in Matthews, N.C.

Keeping Connected: Alumni, Current
Parent, Board of Trustees Member
In 1984, Todd Woolery came to Charlotte Christian
School to begin his fourth grade year. It was that move
that built the foundation for friendships, a solid Christian
walk as a husband and father, and children that would
one day attend Charlotte Christian. “I relish the times I
had with my friends, faculty, and coaches. I have lifelong friends that I get to see and fellowship with still
to this day.” As a Knight, Todd participated in tennis,
soccer, basketball, baseball and cross country.
Todd graduated from Charlotte Christian in 1992 and
went on to attend King University in Bristol, Tennessee.
Upon graduation from King in 1996 with a Bachelor of
Arts in business administration, he moved to Charlotte.
He worked for two companies, Coresco, as an operations
assistant, and DPT, as a sales engineer, prior to his
current company, Construction Consulting & Inspection
Services, where he now serves as the vice president.
Even though it’s been more than 20 years since Todd
graduated, his ties to Charlotte Christian are still strong.
He is now a current parent and serves on the board
of trustees and is a member of the facilities committee.
“Seeing the growth of the school from when I was here
to where it is today is amazing. Being an active parent
in the CCS community allows me and my wife Rebecca
to spend time with the faculty and administration and
know that our kid’s education and well-being, both
spiritually and physically, is at the forefront. The 2013
theme of humility is a central part of what my kids
are experiencing on a daily basis. To grow up in this
environment myself and then to witness my kids growing
up in the same environment is such a blessing.”
The longevity of the faculty and staff here continue to
impress him as well. Todd’s children have some of the
same teachers guiding them on their faith walk that he
had as a student – Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Fogle, Mr. Ector and
Mrs. Jenny Ramsey!
Married to his wife Rebecca for 17 years, they have two
children, Jacob, sixth grade, and Hannah, fourth grade,
who are both Charlotte Christian lifers. In their free time
the family enjoys spending time at Lake Lure, playing
sports, camping, hunting, fishing and being outside.
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Back-to-School Kick Off
Grades 3-5 Christmas Program
Gingerbread House Enrichment
Upper School Windy Gap
Middle school advisories honor
school’s service workers
6. Junior Knights
7. Middle school students pose for live nativity

8. Disney’s My Son Pinnochio, Jr.
9. Kindergarten Thanksgiving Play
10. Operation Christmas Child
Shoe Box Collection
11. Lower School Veterans Day Chapel
12. ACT 1 Drama Team’s A Village Fable
13. Grade 6 King Tut Project

Charlotte Christian School is a Christ-centered, college preparatory school, equipping and developing students to
effectively integrate Biblical truth and learning into their daily lives and to impact the culture for Christ.

7301 Sardis Road
Charlotte, NC 28270
(704) 366-5657
Fax: (704) 366-5678

www.charlottechristian.com

JANUARY 2014
6
Classes Resume
6-10 J-Term
9
MS Geography Bee
15
Priority Applications Due
20-21 Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday - School Closed
23
Grade 10 Parent Night (7 p.m.)
23-24 Rising Grade 6 Stepping Up
27
State of the School Address
(7 p.m.)

30

Admissions JK-12 Open House

31

US Knights Out Dance

(7 p.m.)

FEBRUARY 2014
3
Rising Grade 6
Parent Night (7 p.m.)
6
Rising Grade 9
Family Forum (7 p.m.)
7
PTF All-School
Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
10
MS/US Band
Winter Concert (7 p.m.)
Spring Collage Art Show Begins
14
Winter Break –
School Closed

17

Presidents’ Day –
School & Offices Closed
18
Employee Appreciation Day
19
Rising Grade 6
Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
25
Rising Grade 6
Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
27-28 LS Musical (7 p.m.)
28
Re-Enrollment Contracts Due
Grandparents’ & 		
Grandfriends’ Day
LS Early Dismissal (11 a.m.)
US Spiritual Renewal Day
MARCH 2014
1
LS Musical (7 p.m.)
5-6
WrAP Testing (Grades 4-8)
17-21 Spring Break –
No School
31
Knights Fight Hunger Week
APRIL 2014
1-4
Knights Fight Hunger Week
3
Senior Parent Night (7 p.m.)
10-12 US Musical (7 p.m.)
14
MS/US Band
Spring Concert (7 p.m.)

17

18
22
23

25
28
29
30

LS Jerusalem Walk (8:15 a.m.)
Grades 1-12
Easter Chapel (9:15 a.m.)
Good Friday – School &
Offices Closed
Easter Monday – School &
Offices Closed
Swimming with Poole (8 a.m.)
MS/US Orchestra
Spring Concert (7 p.m.)
US Prom
MS/US Choir
Spring Concert (7 p.m.)
US Awards Assembly
Vocal Tech Recital (7 p.m.)

MAY 2014
1
National Day of Prayer
5		 Rising Grade 1
		 Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
		 Annual Golf Challenge –
		 Ballantyne Resort
6		Rising Grade 2
		 Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
7		Rising Grade 3
		 Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
Lemonade & Cookies
(3:30 p.m.)

8		Rising Grade 4
		 Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
9		 Rising Grade 5
		 Parent Coffee (8 a.m.)
		 Ladies’ Tennis Tournament –
		 Providence Country Club
5-9		 Grade 8 Washington, DC
5-16		 AP Exams
14		 N.E.W. Parent Coffee
19		 Senior Exams Begin
23		 US History Day
		 LS Field Day –
		 LS Early Dismissal (11:30 a.m.)
		 MS Early Dismissal (Noon)
		
US Early Dismissal (12:30 p.m.)
26		 Memorial Day – School &
		 Offices Closed
27-29 MS/US Exams
29		 Grade 5 Promotion (9 a.m.)
		 Last Day of School - Half Day
30		 Senior Breakfast (9 a.m.)
		 Senior Baccalaureate
		
(11 a.m.)
		 Grade 8 Promotion (7 p.m.)
31		 Class of 2014
		Commencement (10 a.m.)

