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Dear Charlotte Christian Community,

Summer time for me usually means catching up on appointments.  I typically 
procrastinate scheduling my annual physical.  I find reasons to reschedule the 
appointment and always consider other productive things I could do with that 
valuable time.  Part of my reasoning is that I can predict some of my doctor’s 
advice for me:  eat better, exercise more, and try to limit the stress.  He usually does 
have some positive comments like “your cholesterol levels are good” and “at least 
you only have to come in once a year.”

In the world of academia we do not have annual physicals, but we do have 
accreditation.  Every five years a check-up is performed on the school’s health.  
We are not always excited about it, but we do know that like my annual physical, 
this is important, and we can always learn something from the process.

Charlotte Christian is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and Council on Accreditation and 
School Improvement (SACS-CASI), an accreditation division of AdvancEd.  AdvancEd is the largest educational accrediting 
organization in our country working with public and private schools and colleges.   Charlotte Christian was first accredited 
in 1982.

Our school does not fast prior to the visit by the accreditation team but there is a tremendous amount of preparation.  We 
survey many of our constituents about our programs and provide a thorough written self-evaluation.  SACS then sends a 
team of five professional educators who spend three days on our campus reviewing all of our materials, verifying our 
data, visiting classes, and interviewing many people associated with the school including employees, students, parents, and 
community associates.

I am pleased to report that according to our check-up this past spring, Charlotte Christian is not only healthy but, in the words 
of our visiting team, a thriving school.

The accreditation report noted and applauded the following promising practices:
 • our school provides a tremendous variety of opportunities to address the development of well-rounded students
 • our school addresses the physical well-being of the students through focused attention on quality health 
  and nutritional practices
 • there is a dynamic sense of relationship with the school’s community and stakeholders that is pervasive across the school
 • the school leadership team exhibits a passionate dedication to implementing the school purpose and mission
 • the early education program excels in offering a developmentally appropriate program

Of course, as I knew what my doctor would say regarding my physical well-being, I was not surprised that the accreditation 
report included some areas that our school needs to address.  We look forward to working diligently on these areas in the 
coming years:
 • greater utilization of digital media for individual and collaborative learning in all grades
 • growth in the professional development opportunities provided to our faculty
 • a better structure to support vertical and horizontal curriculum alignment 
  (how well our grade levels and teaching departments work together)

I know that our school’s health is not a testament to my work and exercise, but rather the wonderful community I am blessed 
to be a part of.  Thank you for your support as we continue to work to make our school the healthiest it can be.

God Bless,

Barry Giller
Head of School
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“The class of 2013 includes students with a variety of talents who are poised to take our mission of ‘impacting the 
culture for Christ’ to the next level,” said Mrs. Jodi Foxx, director of college counseling.  “The class includes both artists 
and athletes, future engineers and computer programmers, medical professionals, teachers and ministers. They will enter 
colleges around the country, including Dartmouth, Johns Hopkins, Harvard and Georgetown, not to mention perennial 
favorites of Charlotte Christian students like UNC-Chapel Hill, NC State, Clemson and Appalachian State, as well as 
Christian colleges like Lee, Gardner-Webb and Samford.   I am excited to watch God continue to use these students to 
accomplish His purposes.”

The Verse of the

From the first graduating class of seven in 1964 to 83 seniors 
in the class of 2013, 2,366 students have graduated from 

Charlotte Christian in the past 50 years.

By Molly Hair (’13)
Class of 2013
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On the wall in Mrs. Dean’s classroom hangs a quote by Walt 
Whitman, “That you are here - that life exists and identity, 
That the powerful play goes on, and you may contribute a 
verse.”   This quote is pulled from Mr. Whitman’s poem O 
Me! O Life! where he talks about going through these ups 
and down in life and expresses concerns with self and with 
existence in general.  He comes to the conclusion that every 
individual life, no matter what direction it goes, is a verse in 
the poem.  We all play our parts and contribute our lines. 
Charlotte Christian School has shaped the class of 2013 to 
honor God and contribute to our verse, and I will be forever 
grateful for the education I received. 
 
Over the years, I can see how my grade matured in and out 
of the classroom and how our teachers constantly pushed us to 
succeed. I now see the bigger picture in education and realize 
learning is about critical thinking, not just memorizing. Our 
teachers want to help us, but we have to work for it and want 
it for ourselves. In each class we learned something, put it into 
a real life situation, and asked how can we address this from 
a Christ-honoring perspective?
 
In Mr. McLeod’s biology class, we learned about the cell 
and irreducible complexity of certain organisms. He taught 
us about biology, but he also helped us understand how the 
complexity of life points towards a Creator. Something so 
intricate and delicate like the eye must be designed - there is 
virtually no chance of it evolving.
 

O Me! O Life!
By Walt Whitman
 
Oh me! Oh life! of the questions of these recurring,
Of the endless trains of the faithless, of cities fill’d with the foolish,
Of myself forever reproaching myself, 
(for who more foolish than I, and who more faithless?)
Of eyes that vainly crave the light, of the objects mean, of the struggle ever renew’d,
Of the poor results of all, of the plodding and sordid crowds I see around me,
Of the empty and useless years of the rest, with the rest me intertwined,
The question, O me! so sad, recurring—What good amid these, O me, O life?
 
Answer.
That you are here—that life exists and identity,
That the powerful play goes on, and you may contribute a verse.

The Godly character of our teachers set the bar high for us.  
One class I will never forget is my AP European History class 
taught by Mrs. Nielsen. With a class of eight students, we 
looked forward to coming in and discussing the reading and 
other topics. She taught us the value of preparation and how to 
be responsible for our own work. Mrs. Nielsen is like sunshine, 
and she naturally incorporated life lessons into class time. 
While learning about the Enlightened Despots, we discussed 
the motive of great rulers, and saw how they influenced other 
time periods. We learned how one’s upbringing shapes a 
person, and about the damaged caused from one group of 
people thinking they are more valuable than another.   
 
The upper school is blessed to have four talented English 
teachers who encouraged us to ask questions and learn the 
importance of literature from The Great Gatsby in Mr. Ector’s 
class to Of Mice and Men in Mrs. Dean’s class. Mrs. Dean gave 
us advice and told us what we needed to hear, even if it 
wasn’t what we wanted to hear.  She is the kind of teacher 
that every senior feels comfortable to go to after class just to 
talk with, and she pushed us to ask what the deeper meaning 
in literature and life is.
 
Charlotte Christian is known for excelling in all aspects, and 
this year’s class is exceptionally talented in academics, fine 
arts, and athletics.  This past year our senior class helped 
earn the football and baseball state championship team titles 
and our upper school musical, Oklahoma!, won four Blumey 
Awards at the Blumenthal Performing Arts High School Musical 
Theater Awards, including Best Musical. 
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Each September we went to Windy 
Gap for three days, and it set the tone 
for the rest of the year. The seniors 
went up a day early, and Katy Farrell 
described senior night as “a time where 
we got to reminisce about our years 
together and be genuine with each 
other.” Speakers Mr. Lance Durbin and 
Mr. Justin Robillard made us laugh 
with clips from the Sandlot, but they 
also pushed us to make God’s glory 
known. That’s the whole reason we 
are here; to show His love in our daily 
lives. The much anticipated dodge ball 
competition brought the whole upper 
school together.  Everyone cheered 
for their grade’s team, but the seniors 
came out on top.  Jared Odenbeck 
said his last year at Windy Gap was 
“an awesome time of spiritual reflection 
and memory making with my friends.”
 

The year culminated with the trip to Breckenridge, and that 
was by far the most memorable week of upper school. It 
was a taste of the responsibility and freedom of college, but 
we got to spend it with the people we have grown close to 
over the years. Chandler Goodson loved “devouring apple 
pie and pumpkin cheesecake with my friends at night.” We 
got to share the top 10 things we hope to find in our spouse, 
and it was encouraging to hear how many people want their 
husband or wife to love Jesus and honor God. While going 
up the ski lift with Mac Juraschek and Pete Johnson, they said 
they wished we could do this every year, and it was the best 
way to end their years at Charlotte Christian.
 
Upon reflection, I can see how our years at Charlotte Christian 
prepared us for what comes next. It’s bittersweet to say 
goodbye, but it’s exciting to know the best lies ahead. We 
have a solid foundation from our time here, and as we continue 
on, we will carry these times with us. I’m so thankful for all the 
opportunities Charlotte Christian gave me and to see what the 
class of 2013’s “verse” will translate into.

SENIOR
AWARDS

BY THE NUMBERS

$4,720,994
College & University 

Scholarships

28 Honors Graduates 
(cumulative GPA of at least 4.5)

22 Lifers

19 Athletic Signings 
& Commitments

 
14 First Place Visual 

Art Awards; 6 Gold Keys; 
3 Gold Key Portfolios

6 Academic 
Conservatory Distinctions

4 National Merit 
Commended Scholars

2 American High School 
Performance Series 

Performers at 
Carnegie Hall
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Lower School 
STEM Week

A highlight of the lower school 
this year has been the addition 
of the STEM Lab where students 
have been immersed into the 
worlds of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math, the 
core components of the STEM 
curriculum, without even using 
a textbook.  The students and 
their teachers have enjoyed 
the more project-based 
approach that encourages 
inquiry, problem solving, and 
exploratory learning.  Mrs. 
Dana Brickner, the STEM Lab 
coordinator, hosted a STEM 
week in March during which 
parents and grandparents 
visited the lab with their 
students.  During that time, 
students demonstrated to their 
parents the projects they had 
worked on in class. 

Mrs. Lisa Hinson, mother of 
a kindergartener, enjoyed 
the time she spent in the lab 
with her son, Caleb. “It was a 
great opportunity for me to 
see what my son was doing.  I 
enjoyed seeing how they were 
integrating iPads into their 
science class.  It was very clear 
to me how much the students 
enjoy science and how engaged 
they are in class.”

A new component in the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) 
curriculum came to the middle school this 
year in an engineering elective class taught 
by Mr. Patrick Efird (‘03). The class used 
a project-based curriculum designed to 
challenge and engage the natural curiosity 
and imagination of middle school students. 
Students began the semester by focusing 
their understanding on the engineering 
design process which included defining 
problems, developing solutions, and 
optimizing design solutions. 

Creativity in design was a large part of the 
class as the students drew models and scales 
of each project they undertook. As the 
course progressed and higher-level thinking 
skills developed, students learned how to 
rely on their own knowledge and creativity 
and less on directions.

The first project the students completed was 
building a hydraulic arm. They had very 
detailed and specific directions to follow 
in the early stages.  Once the instructions 
became less specific, students made 
modifications to their arm based on what 
they wanted it to do - carry the heaviest 
weight or extend the furthest.  Students also 
built catapults for ping-pong balls and used 
generic instructions they personalized in 
terms of power and distance.  

One of the bigger projects was a bridge-
building competition where no instructions 
were given. Groups received 150 straws, 
a roll of masking tape, several paper clips, 
and dental floss with the goal of building 
the bridge that would sustain the most 
weight.  They also spent time working on 
robotics using the LEGO® MINDSTORMS® 
program, through which the students built a 
security robot with motion sensors and light/
color sensors, and robot alligators. 

For the final project of the course, students 
designed motorboats.  They were given 
details on how to construct the engine but 
they had to design the propellers and 
the hull on their own.  They had to make 
decisions on whether they were going to 
design their boat based on speed, amount 
of weight it could tow, or another factor.  Mr. 
Efird brought in a kiddie pool that allowed 
them to test out the boats.

Throughout the course, the knowledge the 
students gained and the skills they built 
fostered higher-order thinking, problem 
solving, teamwork, and innovation as well 
as deepened their understanding of how 
engineering influences the world around 
them.

“I saw a large amount of growth in the way 
my students worked together as a team,” 
said Mr. Efird.  “The first few projects were 
a little bumpy.  The students didn’t know how 
to define their roles. By the final project they 
had figured out how to effectively contribute 
and work together and what they produced 
was a hybrid of all their ideas. I also saw 
them grow in their ability to take something 
from concept to reality. There was always a 
turning point in each project; and once they 
saw where the pieces fit – they realized 
they could make their own modifications and 
be successful. Students also learned how to 
finish a project that maybe didn’t quite pan 
out the way they planned.”

Engineering in the Middle School
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An exciting addition to the upper school curriculum 
next year will be the January Term (J-Term) 
program. All upper school students will 
participate in a one-week, educational 
experience between the Christmas 
holiday and the beginning of second 
semester classes.  J-Term is a name 
commonly used by high schools 
and colleges to describe their 
mini “alternative,” or “authentic,” 
educational experiences.  

Among the opportunities Charlotte 
Christian students can choose from are: 
 • Foreign mission trips to Uganda, 
  Nicaragua or Dominican Republic
 • Educational enrichment trips to France 
  and New York
 • Local mission opportunities
 • Internships
 • Enrichment classes built around specialized interests 
  including cooking, animal care and more

According to Mr. Allen Nielsen, upper school principal, the 
J-Term program has many benefits to the students.

“In a college-prep curriculum there are not a lot of opportunities 
to provide ‘technical/vocational-type’ classes.  J-Term is a way 
of expanding the curriculum beyond our normal core of college 
prep classes to offer something the students may be interested 
in pursuing down the road.”

Through a J-Term experience, students interact and build 
relationships with fellow students and faculty in a less structured 
format while participating in a variety of common interest 
educational opportunities.

“There are a lot of things that feed into kids’ hearts - spending 
time with them, getting to know them as a person, and developing 
relationships around common interests,” said Mr. Nielsen. “Often 
times the best chance to disciple a student’s heart is through a 
relationship built outside of school, and J-Term opens up that 
window.” 

Beginning with the class of 2017, every Charlotte 
Christian upper school student is required 

to earn a .25 credit per year toward a 
total 1.0 graduation J-Term credit.  The 

graduating classes of 2014 – 2016 will 
have their required J-Term credit pro-
rated for graduation.  Students will be 
graded for their J-Term participation; 
however, grades will be earned on 
a pass/fail basis and will not be 
calculated in the student’s overall 
G.P.A.  

Several of the foreign mission trips are 
open only to students in certain grades, 

and the internships are only available to 
juniors and seniors. Classes will be offered at a 

range of costs depending on the experience or class 
offerings.  

“Authentic-type learning experiences allow both students and 
teachers the opportunity to let down their guard and give them 
the chance to talk about deeper issues,” said Mr. Nielsen. “We 
are excited we can offer this new program to our upper school 
families.”  

Students and parents are among those who are also excited. 

“I like the choices I have to pursue different things that interest 
me,” said freshman Baxter Bradbury. “Whatever I feel like 
doing – whether it is fine arts or mission opportunities - each one 
presents itself with new opportunities.”

Upper school parent Mrs. Sharon Barnes agrees, “I am thankful 
my children will have (through the foreign trips) opportunities 
for language immersion and mission trips. I know these will be 
wonderful experiences.”

For a list of J-Term opportunities, please visit 
www.charlottechristian.com/jterm.
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CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Seventh grade Bible teacher Christina Sachtleben is 
known for her love of country music, creative teaching 
techniques, and singing in the classroom.  Mrs. Sachtleben 
joined Charlotte Christian in 2008 as the sixth grade 
Language Arts teacher and with a master’s degree in 
teaching and years of experience in English/Language 
Arts, she felt right at home in the classroom.  Her two 
children were students in second grade and kindergarten, 
and the family enjoyed coming to school together each 
day. 

However, in September of 2011 while in her classroom, 
Mrs. Sachtleben received a phone call that changed 
her life.  She was diagnosed with breast cancer and 
immediately embarked on a journey that, though she 
didn’t choose, she was well prepared for.

“The friends I made at Charlotte Christian in my years of 
teaching and being a parent, coupled with the spiritual 
foundation I had from my years as a Christian school 
student sustained me through my battle with cancer.  From 
my doctor (a Charlotte Christian parent) to the prayer 
warriors (Charlotte Christian co-workers and friends) who 
continually lifted me up, I knew I was never alone.” 

Mrs. Sachtleben left her teaching position to focus on her 
fight. As she began to feel better and receive positive 
news about her cancer, she began to ponder what God 
had in store for her next. She knew God was calling her 
to return to Charlotte Christian, but this time she believed 
it was in a different capacity.  

“I was praying for direction, and other people were 
joining me in praying for that,” she said. “I felt the answer 
to my prayer was very clear, and it was that I was to return 
to be involved in the area of middle school spiritual life.”

In April of 2012, Mrs. Sachtleben spoke at a middle 
school chapel where she shared the story of her journey 
with cancer and God’s faithfulness through her illness.  

Following the chapel, and after conversations and 
meetings with Mr. Giller, head of school, Mrs. Edwards, 
director of human resources, and Mrs. Poole, middle 
school principal, it became evident that God was leading 
them all in the same direction.  

In August of this school year, Mrs. Sachtleben returned to 
full-time teaching at Charlotte Christian, but this time it 
was as the seventh grade Bible teacher.  Part of her new 
responsibilities also included planning chapels and being 
involved in the overall spiritual life of the middle school.

“I am still amazed that God allowed me the opportunity 
this year to teach the students that I missed out on the 
year I was away.  It brings joy to me when I think about 
that part.”

In addition to the logistical planning of the chapels 
(lining up speakers, arranging for audio and video, etc.), 
Mrs. Sachtleben added a new element to chapel – the 
“chapel challenge.”  Each week she presented a verse for 
the students to memorize for the following week. Those 
that memorized it, recited it on stage for their peers, and 
then received a prize.

“I wanted to add some fun to chapel by creating 
an exciting atmosphere at the beginning,” said Mrs. 
Sachtleben. “But ultimately I wanted my students to enjoy 
scripture and to have the Word of God in their hearts. 
That is my number one goal in my class and in chapel, so 
that when they need to rely on God’s Word - they have 
it. I went to a Christian school, and my teachers were 
so good at making sure I had the Word of God in my 
heart. When I went through my journey with cancer, I was 
able to sing scriptural songs and remember verses I had 
learned in school. Now it has all come full circle.  I am 
teaching the Word of God to students the same way it 
was taught to me.  It is a beautiful picture.”

Mrs. Christina Sachtleben: 
A JOURNEY BACK
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“If you had told me a year ago that I 
would be sitting here, I would have said you 
were lying,” explained John Kasay at the 
Charlotte Christian media press conference 
in April.  “I was still trying to play football 
and didn’t want the dream to die in New 
Orleans.”  The 21-year veteran National 
Football League kicker was playing out 
the last years of his career with the New 
Orleans Saints while his family continued 
to reside in Charlotte.  Prior to joining the 
Saints, he played 16 years for the Carolina 
Panthers where he still holds records for most 
points scored, most games played, and most 
field goals made.  He was approaching the 
next phase of his career and trying to figure 
out his new path.
 
Mr. Kasay has worked hard to follow 
God’s plan for his life.  Upon being 
released from the Carolina Panthers, he 
signed on for the 2011 season with the 
New Orleans Saints.  When the Saints 
released him in August of 2012, another 
opportunity presented itself to coach.  
Varsity football head coach Jason Estep 
welcomed him as a volunteer coach for 
the special teams.
 
“Having the opportunity to come back 
to Charlotte after the (football) season 
and be involved in the coaching side 

of things at Charlotte Christian really 
ignited something in me that I didn’t know 
was there,” said Mr. Kasay.  He enjoyed 
working with the varsity football team that 
went on to win the 2013 NCISAA state 
championship and will continue in the fall 
to help with special teams in addition to 
his role as athletic director.
 
Mr. Kasay is also an active member of 
Forest Hill Church and on the board 
of directors of Coaches Time Out, an 
organization that seeks to equip coaches 
to be positive role-models and mentors 
for young people, instill positive core 
values, and ultimately affect and inspire 
their lives for Jesus Christ.  His thought was 
that these experiences were leading him 
into full-time ministry, but once venturing 
down that path, he didn’t feel at peace 
with the decision.  
 
“I really reflected back to my experiences 
as a player,” said Mr. Kasay.  “Some of 
the greatest life lessons happen on those 
fields.  I remember my high school coaches 
and the impact they had on me.  I thought 
about being a coach.  At the end of the 
day, I enjoy the administrative part of the 
job and building a loving and challenging 
environment for the student-athletes.  I’m 
the son of an educator and a coach.  My 

mother was a long-time educator who 
recently retired and my father played 
football and coached for almost 50 years 
at the University of Georgia.  It just felt 
like it was the right fit for me and my 
family.”  He and his wife, Laura, have 
four children, a 2013 graduate and three 
attending school at Charlotte Christian 
next year.
 
Mr. Kasay officially started his new role 
as athletic director on July 1, 2013.  In the 
spring, he began gathering information 
to help him in this new position by hosting 
meetings with parents of each fall sports 
team.   “I’m doing a lot of listening right 
now.  I look forward to working with 
parents and coaches to help our students 
maximize their talents.”
 
“I’ve had the opportunity to interact 
with John as a speaker, a coach, and as 
a parent,” said Head of School Barry 
Giller.  “It is abundantly clear that he is 
a sincere man and desires to see young 
men and women grow in their gifts and 
talents.  We are excited that John will 
join us and build upon the great tradition 
at Charlotte Christian.  He will bring 
tremendous experience, integrity, and 
professionalism to the athletic program.”   

John Kasay 
New Athletic Director

On May 7 John Kasay signed a one-day contract and retired as a Carolina Panther. (Jeff Siner, The Charlotte Observer).
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Charlotte Christian increased its athletic 
program to 50 sport teams and 18 
programs with the addition of three 
lacrosse teams this year (middle school, 
junior varsity and varsity).  With the high 
number of students already playing the 
sport, it was a natural addition to the 
athletic program.  Charlotte Christian 
joins its conference competitors with the 
new sport and becomes the first Christian 
school in southeast Charlotte to offer 
lacrosse.

“We are always excited to expand what 
we offer to meet the needs of our student 
body,” said Mr. Tom Jamerson.  “It has 
been phenomenal to come to games and 
see three teams playing and a lacrosse 
community starting to take shape.  We 
have had tremendous parent support and 
great student participation that will set 
the foundation for steady growth.”

It all began the 2010-11 school year when 
a club team was offered for the seventh 
grade.  The following year the middle 
school program started at school, and 
then club teams for sixth grade, seventh 

grade and the upper school.  The 2012-
13 school year was the first season that 
all three teams were offered on campus 
as interscholastic teams.

Middle School Assistant Principal Karl 
Simon was named the program director 
and middle school coach while Mark 
Burnam took over the reins for the varsity 
team.  Coach Simon has more than 10 
years of experience coaching lacrosse 
in addition to playing in college.  Coach 
Burnam won a national title playing for 
Syracuse University in 1983 and played 
professional lacrosse, first for the Buffalo 
Bandits and then for the Rochester 
Knighthawks.

“One of great things about this sport is that 
it is very inclusive in that you don’t have to 
have a background in the sport to pick 
it up and be good,” said Coach Simon.  
“Lacrosse is a fast-paced sport that is fun 
to play and watch.  It has aspects that 
appeal to a variety of players – hitting, 
strategy, scoring – and lends itself to a 
large team size of 20-40 athletes.”

Competition was tough locally and around 
the state.  “It was better than expected 
the first year as a team and we had great 
support from the school and the Extra 
Man Booster Club,” said junior Calvin 
Keller.  “We had a lot of new kids on the 
team this year, but the coaches worked 
with everyone and we saw improvement 
by the end of the season.  It was good to 
play the other conference schools and see 
the level of competition.”  

A neat opportunity for the program has 
been the connection to the local major 
league lacrosse team, the Charlotte 
Hounds.  The Hounds have used the 
Charlotte Christian fields for training 
campus, and last year, Hounds players 
Jovan Miller and Matt Danowski spoke to 
the middle school and club teams.  

“For a sport that doesn’t have any 
history here, the lacrosse program has 
really taken off,” said Coach Simon.  “It’s 
exciting to see the number of kids that are 
extremely committed to the sport.”

LACROSSE TEAMS GROW TO THREE

VARSITY

MIDDLE SCHOOL

JUNIOR VARSITY
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An old joke that asks “How do you get to Carnegie Hall?” and 
answers with “…practice, practice, practice” is quite true in the 
case of five talented upper school students.  

All five were selected to participate in the prestigious 2013 
American High School Performing Arts Series at Carnegie Hall in 
February of this year.  The Honors Performance Series showcased 
accomplished high school performers on an international level 
by allowing them to study under master conductors and perform 
in the celebrated venue, Carnegie Hall.  

Sophomore Chad Damon and senior Lynn Putnam both performed 
in the Honors Performance Choir.  Senior Scott Ortlip (trombone), 
sophomore Alex Watkins (percussion), and sophomore Sydney 
Weaver (clarinet) were selected for the Honors Performance 
Band.  Each student was nominated by Charlotte Christian music 

directors and submitted audition 
recordings as part of the selection 
process.  Following their selections, 
each student received music that 
they rehearsed and prepared 
before the trip.

In addition to long rehearsals 
after their arrival in New York, 
the students had time to visit 
the city and enjoy sightseeing.  
There was also a large 
snowstorm during their trip, 
which made for even more 
excitement. 

Carnegie Hall Honors

THE STUDENTS SHARED SOME OF THEIR THOUGHTS…

• “Carnegie Hall was an awesome experience,” said sophomore Alex Watkins.  “When you first step on the stage, it takes a while 
 to take it all in – the architecture is amazing.”  He also shared that his most memorable experience in New York City was visiting 
 the 9-11 Memorial at Ground Zero.  

• “We had 250 students in the honors choir, and it was amazing to perform with other students from all over the United States who 
 were just as excited about singing as me,” said senior Lynn Putnam. “The rehearsals were long, but we never got tired.  It was my 
 first time in New York and to couple that with a performance in Carnegie Hall was awesome.  It was so much fun to make new 
 friends and explore the city together – in the snow!”

• “It was an honor to be selected, and I was very excited to perform at Carnegie Hall,” said sophomore Sydney Weaver. “Our music 
 selections were amazing, and we had the opportunity to hear instruments that we had never heard before, which was really neat. 
 I also enjoyed visiting Rockefeller Plaza, Central Park, and going sightseeing in the city.”

• “There were 49 states represented at the honors band 
 performance, and the caliber of the musicians was very high,” 
 said senior Scott Ortlip.  “I was impressed by the musicianship 
 of the group, and I enjoyed rehearsing with so many top-notch 
 performers.”  

• “I really enjoyed working with Mrs. Goley, and for her to 
 recommend me was a big honor,” shared sophomore Chad 
 Damon.  “One of my favorite parts was meeting and hanging out 
 with the different members of the choir and having fun with them 
 in New York, especially during the snowstorm.  It was also really 
 cool to have people accept one another without any prior 
 impressions – everyone was truly appreciated for who they 
 were.”
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Three Charlotte Christian artists, one 
from middle school and two from upper 
school, were awarded National Scholastic 
Art Awards in the prestigious Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards Competition.  All 
three students were invited to attend the 
national awards ceremony held in late 
May at Carnegie Hall in New York City.

Eighth grader Eva Bower was awarded 
a National Gold Medal for her ink wash 
drawing, and seniors Carson Kowar and 
Beth Richter both won National Silver 
Medals for their senior portfolios which 
featured eight works each.  All three were 
also awarded the Governor’s Student 
Excellence Award by North Carolina 
Governor Pat McCrory.

“It was a very big surprise,” said Eva Bower 
on winning her National Gold Medal.  “I’ve 
always loved art and this was my first time 
entering the Scholastic competition.  This 
was a unique opportunity for me and it 
was my first time in New York.”  

Seniors Carson Kowar and Beth Richter 
both won National Silver Medals for 
their senior portfolios, and Beth won the 
2013 Congressional Art Competition 
for Congressman Robert Pittenger’s 9th 
Congressional District, an honor that 
Carson won her junior year.  

Carson’s National Silver Medal portfolio 
advanced from the regional level where 
Carson won a total of nine awards, 
including five Gold Keys, two Silver Keys, 
and two honorable mention awards.  She 
shared that drawing children is close to 
her heart and decided to do the portfolio 
as a tribute to the children of Sandy Hook 
Elementary School.  “The portfolio is about 
lost treasure,” she said. The drawings 
illustrate that “even though you may be 
broken on the outside, it is what is on the 
inside that makes a treasure.”

“I would not have been able to accomplish 
this without Mrs. Crawford,” shared 
Carson.  “She has a gentle, loving way 
about her – she pushes you to know how 
good you can be.”  Carson will continue 
her art studies in college and has been 
accepted as one of 28 first-year students 
to the elite N.C. State University Art and 
Design Program.

Beth Richter also had an outstanding year 
of accomplishments in art.  Her National 
Silver Medal portfolio advanced from the 
regional level where she won a total of 
four awards, including two Gold Keys, one 
Silver Key, and one honorable mention 
award. 

One piece from Beth’s portfolio was a 
painting of her uncle entitled “Medal 
of Honor,” which went on to win the 
2013 Congressional Art Competition 
for Congressman Robert Pittenger’s 9th 
Congressional District.  Beth shared that 
the painting depicts her great uncle being 
awarded a medal of honor which he 
earned for bravely carrying an injured 
soldier to safety during World War II.  

“I enjoy painting photos that I find in old 
photo albums and bringing the stories 
to life,” she shared.  “It is very humbling 
to receive this honor and exciting at the 
same time.”
 
Beth will receive her Congressional Award 
at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. later 
this summer. Her painting will remain in 
capital and hang in the Cannon Tunnel, 
representing Congressman Pittenger’s 
district.  

Beth also plans to pursue a career in art 
when she goes to the University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington in the fall.  She 
would like to 
major in art 
and minor in 
psychology so 
that she can 
become an art 
therapist and 
use art to help 
patients with 
post traumatic 
stress disorder.  

NYC AND DC 
BOUND
Artists Win National 
Scholastic Awards 
and Congressional 
Honors

11
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The evening began like a star-
studded Broadway show and 
ended with the cast and crew 
of Oklahoma! bringing home 
four Blumey Awards including 
the top award of Wells Fargo 
Best Musical.  The black-
tie celebration at the Belk 
Theater was the second annual 
Blumenthal Performing Arts High 
School Musical Theater Awards, 
or Blumeys, which have been 
called the high school version 
of Broadway’s famed Tony 
Awards.

Charlotte Christian’s production of Oklahoma! also won Best 
Ensemble/Chorus, Best Choreography Execution, and Best 
Lighting Execution, capping off a spectacular evening of 
amazing high school musical theater. Cast members Carson 
Brannock, Colter Corish, Megan Farley, and Kyndal Sutherland 
graciously and humbly accepted each of the four glass trophies 
on behalf of the entire cast and crew.

As one of six nominees for the Wells Fargo Best Musical, the 
cast was invited to perform one number from the show during 
the Blumey Awards Ceremony.  The cast selected “Kansas 
City” as their performance. Best Actress nominee sophomore 
Caroline Kasay and Best Actor nominee junior Graham Baker 
both performed in medleys with the five other nominees in 
their categories.  Each of the 32 participating schools was also 
invited to select two students from the cast to participate in 
the opening and closing numbers with the other nominees. The 
two students selected from Charlotte Christian were sophomore 
Emma VanDeVelde and junior Evan Ector.  Senior Marta Case, 
Best Supporting Actress nominee, and sophomore Michael 
Julliard, Best Supporting Actor nominee, were also featured in 
the opening and closing performances.

Michael Julliard and senior Lexi Williams were selected as 
Charlotte Observer Teen Critics for the Blumey Awards and also 
competed for a Blumey award in that category.  They both 
reviewed three shows each and had their reviews published on 
The Charlotte Observer’s website.

“I was very honored to be nominated and blessed to work 
with the other girls in the category,” said sophomore Caroline 

Kasay. “They were very supportive, and we had a lot of fun 
rehearsing for the ceremony.  In talking about preparations for 
the opening and closing numbers, she shared, “It was a really 
neat atmosphere when we all rehearsed together.  There were 
88 theater kids with one thing in common - we all shared our 
love of theater and performed together on stage.”

Senior Adam Burnam’s outstanding portrayal of Judd Fry 
earned him a Blumey nomination for Best Featured Performer. 
“It was pretty humbling,” shared Adam.  “I am relatively new 
to theater, and it was quite an honor to be nominated for the 
award.”  Through his experiences in ACT 1 and the upper school 
musicals, Adam has found a new passion for the stage and 
plans to continue his involvement in theater when he goes to the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the fall.  “I will 
always remember this performance as the highlight of my high 
school career.”

 Oh What A Beautiful Day!

Wins Blumey for 
Wells Fargo Best Musical

                                         

                                         received nominations in 
          11 of the 14 categories, including the following:

Wells Fargo Best Musical - won
Best Choreography Execution - won
Best Ensemble/Chorus - won
Best Hair & Makeup Design
Best Lighting Execution - won
Best Overall Direction
Best Actress   CAROLINE KASAY
Best Actor  GRAHAM BAKER
Best Supporting Actress MARTA CASE
Best Supporting Actor MICHAEL JULLIARD
Best Featured Performer ADAM BURNAM
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“A group of students from our Government class, including 
myself, had a chance to be a part of something bigger 
than ourselves. Earlier in October, while taking a look into 
current events and issues going on around us, Mr. Hoff, our 
United States Government teacher, realized that the March 
for Life would be on Jan. 25. With students’ enthusiasm and 
a teacher dedicated to encouraging his students to make 
an impact, the idea seemed inescapable. Talking with our 
principal and administration, everyone agreed this would 
be a great way to represent our school, our beliefs, and to 
be a part of a life-changing experience. The students were 
exploding with excitement, ready to make posters, come up 
with Pro-Life chants, and couldn’t wait to make the road trip 
up to D.C.  Little did I know that this experience would mean 
so much more than another school field trip.

The morning of the march was incredible. With more than 
500,000 people attending, it was hard to ignore the 
passion and determination electrifying the crowd. The 30 
degree weather and falling snow couldn’t stop the Pro-Life 
nation. Our group of 30 students had the chance to listen 
to Pro-Life advocates including Rick Santorum; it was an 
amazing experience. The half-million crowd marched down 
the streets of Washington, standing for something bigger 
than ourselves.

As an individual in the crowd, the March for Life was a truly 
humbling experience. Walking with hundreds of thousands in 
order to save the lives of millions, any selfish thoughts begin 
to escape the mind, only focusing on the bigger picture - 

Junior Sarah York participated in the March for Life rally 
in late January in Washington, D.C.  Here is a re-print of 
the blog she wrote for the Charlotte Christian website.

we’re making history. Though our fingers began to freeze 
and our toes were going numb, complaining was the last 
thing on our minds. As fellow Government student Sydney 
Goldstein was interviewed by the media on the reasoning 
behind the march, her answer covered the true meaning, 
“I am going to speak for the babies that are dying every 
day that don’t have a voice to speak for themselves. This is 
one way to voice my opinion because I cannot vote.” At the 
end of the day, returning to the bus to head home, a silence 
overwhelmed us, not only due to fatigue and the returning 
warmth, but also for the chance to consider the magnitude 
of what we had been a part of.

At Charlotte Christian, we are encouraged to expand our 
knowledge outside of the classroom. Teachers not only 
develop our faith-foundation, but also challenge and arm 
their students with opinions, views and arguments from 
different sides of the spectrum. At the end of the day, 
Charlotte Christian teachers’ goal for their students is not 
limited to learning and achieving high grades. They want 
us to dive into the world around us and make a positive 
impact. This trip truly underlines the essence of our school - 
to impact the culture for Christ. The March for Life instilled 
an awe-inspiring memory in me and left Charlotte Christian’s 
mark on Washington, D.C. It is an experience I know my 
classmates and I will never forget.”
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Students in seventh grade had the opportunity to participate 
in special field trips during the month of April.  A portion of 
the seventh grade visited JAARS, a non-profit organization 
that helps groups around the world get practical, day-to-day 
support for Bible translation; and the other group of students 
went to the Brookstone School to hear Dr. Ben Carson speak,  a 
world renown neurosurgeon.

Seventh grade Bible teacher Mrs. Christina Sachtleben arranged 
for students to hear Dr. Carson who was in town for a Brookstone 
School fundraiser.  Seventh graders read Dr. Carson’s book 
Gifted Hands, so the opportunity to hear him speak brought their 
curriculum to life.  Dr. Carson shared with the students about his 
struggles throughout his early years.  Raised by a single mom, 
he was inspired to pursue a career in medicine when he heard 
stories of missionary doctors and their ability to heal people 
physically, mentally, and spiritually.

“I wanted my students to meet a person that believed that 
with God all things are possible,” said Mrs. Sachtleben. “I also 
wanted them to see how God can use one man to make such a 
huge difference when he is yielded to Him.”

The visit to hear Dr. Carson impacted seventh grader Olivia 
Palombo. “It was cool to see a man who did amazing things,” 
said Olivia.  “I was reminded that everyone is important, and we 
all can make a difference.” 

Seventh grade science teacher Mrs. Beth Tiess coordinated 
the trip to JAARS.  In their efforts to reach the world for 
Christ, JAARS focuses on five main types of practical support: 
aviation, land transportation, water transportation, information 
technology, and media.  Students were split into six different 
groups and rotated around the facility touring the different 
areas. They watched missionaries translating the Jesus film into 
different languages; pilots and mechanics working on airplanes 
in the hangars; software developers, and more, many of them 
retired after long careers.

One of the biggest impacts on the students was seeing how much 
transportation and infrastructure goes into getting God’s Word 
to the people groups they reach. “It was great to see these 
people who have committed their lives with one singular purpose 
- to get God’s Word to unreached people groups in their own 
languages,” said Mrs. Tiess. “I saw a couple of students light up 
in the hangar because they saw how they could embrace their 
own gifts and talents to serve God.” 

Blake Preston was one of those students. “I really enjoyed seeing 
the planes and hearing the pilots speak about how they have to 
rely on God and people to help them clear the areas and make 
it safe for them to land,” said Blake. “It showed me how I could 
trust God and others.”

In February, the Charlotte Christian School community stepped 
up in a big way to help fellow Christian school students from 
Rhode Island. A group from Barrington Christian Academy was 
traveling home after a mission trip in Mississippi when a massive 
blizzard in the North made it impossible for them to continue 
their journey. Stranded in Charlotte with no place to stay, the 
group made its way to Charlotte Christian where they spent two 
nights in the Warner Field House. CCS employees and families 
showed up with air mattresses, towels, pillows and enough food 
to feed an army.  “I was so proud of how our community rallied 
around our brothers and sisters from Rhode Island,” said Director 
of Human Resources Shannon Edwards. “When I put out a call for 
help, our employees and families came running.  That is the kind 
of people we have at Charlotte Christian.”

Lending a Helping Hand

A DAY OF OPPORTUNITY
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Head of School Barry Giller spent 13 days in China before and 
during spring break traveling with a group of private school 
administrators from around the country. The group was invited 
by secular organization, China Project Hope to spend time 
sharing best practices and discussing the differences between 
Eastern and Western educational systems.

Mr. Giller met with Chinese educators and toured several schools. 
He observed lessons in geography, physics, English, Chinese 
folk art, and tea-making. He also shared Charlotte Christian’s 
philosophies and initiatives with fellow administrators.

“I spoke at a professional development gathering for 16 Chinese 
schools, and I shared about ‘The Four C’s of a 21st Century 
Learner: Collaboration, Communication, Creativity, and Critical 
Thinking,’” said Mr. Giller. “The educators in attendance were 
most interested in critical thinking as they feel that is an area 
where their students struggle. I was also able to share Charlotte 
Christian’s philosophy of being Christ-centered and that we 
believe God has presented absolute truth through His son and 
His word to us in the Bible.”

Part of the visit also 
included interviewing 
Chinese students who 
had expressed a desire 
to attend school in the 
United States. Some 
of them traveled 20 
hours by train just for 
the opportunity to meet 
with the American school 
administrators.  “It was 
very humbling to see 
how much they wanted 
an American education,” 
said Mr. Giller.

“I ate things I never thought I would, saw what a government-
controlled country looks like from the inside, and watched 
arranged marriages take place in a ‘marriage market.’ I even 
stumbled upon a Protestant church service where they were 
singing ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness.’ I knew when I heard that song 
that God was reminding me that no matter where I am, He is 
there also. What a comforting thought that was to me as I was 
halfway across the world and away from my family.” 

Leaving a Legacy -  A Tribute to Mr. Harry Graham, Sr.
This spring Charlotte Christian said good-bye to a beloved founder and lifelong 
supporter of the school.  Mr. Harry Graham, Sr. was 99 when he went home to be 
with the Lord on March 28, 2013.  Mr. Graham was instrumental in the formation of 
Charlotte Christian School in 1950, more than 60 years ago, and helped develop 
the school’s mission of preparing students to impact the culture for Christ.  He served 
on the first board of trustees and helped usher in the first graduating class of seven 
seniors in 1964.  In 1972, ground was broken on the first building at the school’s 
current location, now the Middle School Building, which is named for Mr. Graham.  
He was also named a Trustee Emeritus for his lifelong service to the school and 
remained actively involved in campus development and building campaigns for 
many years.

Head of School Barry Giller fondly remembered that Mr. Graham would often 
share the words, “Young man, I have been praying for you.”   

“Mr. Graham watched as the Lord blessed our school and grew it from 60 students to 1,000,” said Mr. Giller.  “He gave 
generously of his time, talents, and treasure.  Mr. Graham was blessed with a quick wit, a sharp mind, an acute awareness 
of needs, and a wonderful family, yet he boasted in Christ and Christ alone.  He will be deeply missed on our campus and 
we thank God for allowing us to spend the time we had with Mr. Graham and for the lasting impact he made on Charlotte 
Christian School.”

A Cultural Exchange
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Mrs. Jean Fogle and her family came 
to Charlotte in 1980 after she and her 
husband, Glenn, moved from England 
where they had been involved in full-
time ministry.  They enrolled their two 
sons, Glenn Jr. and Andrew, at Charlotte 
Christian and she began substitute 
teaching. She was quickly offered a full-
time sixth grade teaching position for 
the 1980-81 school year which made it 
possible for the Fogles to enroll their two 
daughters, Lisa and Leslie, at Charlotte 
Christian.  All four children went on to 
graduate from Charlotte Christian School 
– Glenn Jr. (’84), Andrew (’86), Lisa (’89), 
and Leslie (’92). 
 
Charlotte Christian has been Mrs. Fogle’s 
second home for 33 years.  In her own 
words, “I taught sixth grade every year 
and I am convinced God called me to 

teach this age group.  Teaching Bible, 
Language Arts, Social Studies, and 
Geography has been a pleasure, and 
I consider this opportunity to be one of 
God’s greatest gifts to me.”
 
Mrs. Fogle has impacted the lives of 
hundreds of sixth grade students and 
co-workers throughout her 33 years on 
campus.  In her time here, she taught 
more than 2,600 students, and graded 
more than 16,000 tests, 10,000 essays, 
and 5,300 projects.  Over the years, 
she worked alongside eight heads of 
school, nine middle school principals, and 
hundreds of fellow teachers and staff 
members.  

“Teaching children to be ‘Champions for 
Christ’ and showing them how God has 
worked through the ages in ‘HisStory’ has 

been a major priority for me,” she shared. 
“If I have succeeded in accomplishing this 
in the lives of even a few students, I give 
God the glory.”  

Mrs. Fogle was honored with a special 
chapel and reception on May 23.  Students 
in all grades from sixth to twelfth wrote 
personal notes to Mrs. Fogle on purple 
postcards that featured the number “33” 
in honor of her years of service.  She was 
also presented with a special gift from 
the middle school along with a plaque 
mounted on wood from her very first 
classroom building.

Every Charlotte Christian student from JK-12 knows the friendly 
faces of Mrs. Marcia Craig and Mrs. Libby Smith.  What some 
may not know is that the two are sisters and that they have 
served alongside one another in the media center for nearly 
three decades.  Mrs. Craig has been the media center director 
at Charlotte Christian for 31 years and Mrs. Smith has served as 
the media center assistant for the past 29 years.   

Mrs. Craig guided the school through multiple accreditation pro-
cesses as curriculum coordinator, hosted numerous book fairs, 
and celebrated with hundreds of students in the Reading Knights 
Program and annual Spelling Bees.  Charlotte Christian will miss 
her gentle and kind spirit as well as her passion for supporting 
teachers and parents, and for sharing her love of books with all 
of our students.  

Mrs. Smith helped catalogue and process the entire collection 
of library books, assisted with the book fairs and Birthday Book 
Club, and maintained the lower school library collection.  Most 
importantly, she was the smiling face that the lower school stu-
dents saw when they checked out their books each week.  She 
served faithfully with an attitude of grace and humility, and her 
guidance and expertise truly enhanced the learning experience 
of every student.

Charlotte Christian wishes both of these extraordinary ladies all 
the best as they move forward with God’s plans for their lives.  
“Although completely unplanned, God has aligned the timing so 
that we can retire together,” shared Mrs. Craig.  “It is a sweet 
ending for the both of us.”

Beloved Faculty Members Retire
Mrs. Marcia Craig, Mrs. Jean Fogle and Mrs. Libby Smith will be honored with special 
brick pavers that display their names and years of service.  The bricks will become a 
permanent part of the courtyard that will be added during the upcoming construction of 
the Center for Arts and Science.

MRS. JEAN FOGLE RETIRES FROM TEACHING

SISTERS RETIRE FROM SERVICE TO THE MEDIA CENTER
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The Charlotte Christian 
School community came 
together April 8-12 to 
fight hunger both locally 
and abroad during the 
Knights Fight Hunger 
Week organized by the 
Parent Teacher Fellowship. 
The week included the 
7th Annual Tailgate & 
Donate Event to benefit 
the Harvest Center, a 
local mission that serves 
the homeless members of 
the Charlotte community, 
and food-packing days 

for Servants With A Heart, a Kids Against Hunger satellite that 
sends meals to families in Nicaragua.

Tailgate & Donate
This week brought together all grades from JK-12.  Students in 
lower school and middle competed to bring in the most take-out 
trays, food service gloves, and peanut butter and jelly. Upper 
school students were asked to bring a jar of peanut butter or 
jelly as their “ticket” to enter the weekly chapel.  The students 
rose to the challenge and brought in nearly 400 jars in just one 
day to add to the totals.  By the end of the week, the truck was 
full and overflowing with much needed supplies for the Harvest 
Center.

PTF Co-Chairs Mrs. Hanna Francis-Kabwe and Mrs. Treena 
Cannon worked to organize students for the week’s various 
activities, including Operation Fork Wrap which involved 
students wrapping forks with napkins that are used in the 
Harvest Center’s meal programs. Lower, middle and upper 
school students worked together in wrapping sessions to process 
a total of 20,000 forks for distribution to the Harvest Center.  

“I feel so blessed to be a part of this fun event and to know that 
we are truly helping,” shared Mrs. Francis-Kabwe.  “When you 

visit the Harvest Center, you see how much these supplies are 
needed, and you know how much they appreciate what we are 
doing.  They truly have a heart for God and we are so thankful 
to be able to work alongside them.” 

Servants With A Heart
The week was also expanded this year to include two food-
packing days for Servants With A Heart. Students, parents, and 
employees all joined together for two days to pack as many 
meals as possible for families in need in Nicaragua. Students in 
lower school had the opportunity to work alongside middle and 
upper school students to truly be the hands and feet of Jesus 
and impact the culture for Christ.

Eighth grader Abby Yoh is the daughter of Jeff and Suzanne 
Yoh, Charlotte Christian parents who began Servants With A 
Heart, a Kids Against Hunger satellite, three years ago here in 
Charlotte.  Abby has helped her parents with many food-packing 
events and was excited to host one here at Charlotte Christian.  
“It was really nice to see the teachers working alongside the kids 
and to see older students helping out the little ones,” she shared.
“It was also fun to work next to my friends so that they could see 
what Servants With A Heart is all about.”

FIGHT HUNGER
KNIGHTS

working to curb hunger at home and abroad
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Abby’s job is to help organize people, show them what to do, 
help with setup and cleanup, palletize the food, and tally the 
number of meals packed each time they hold a packing event, 
which is about once a month.  Each event requires approximately 
130-160 people per shift, with 10-12 people on each of the 12 
lines.  About 100,000 meals can be packed at each event, and 
the Charlotte Christian sessions totaled nearly 125,000. 

Volunteers scoop enriched white rice, crushed fortified soy, 
dehydrated vegetables, and a vegetarian chicken-flavored 
powder with all nine essential amino acids and 23 vitamins and 
minerals into bags that are sealed and packed into boxes ready 
for delivery to Nicaragua.  Each bag becomes six complete 
servings that can be prepared with water to feed an entire 
family.  The boxes are stored in a local Samaritan’s International 
warehouse until they can be shipped out of the country.  Abby 
and her two brothers, senior Jeffrey and sophomore Alec, travel 
with their parents to Nicaragua at least once a year, usually at 
Easter, to distribute the meals and evaluate feeding programs.  

“You really see how what you are doing makes a difference 
when you hand out the food and literally put the food in their 
bowls,” Abby said.  “You don’t see the full impact of how many 
can be fed until you experience it first-hand.”

“I was excited to see the entire JK-12 community come together 
to make an impact on the lives of our neighbors here in Charlotte 
and those in need in other countries,” said Head of School Barry 
Giller.  “It is a blessing that our students can learn together, serve 
together, and give back together.”

The Knights Fight Hunger Week was a huge success that closed 
with the traditional fun afternoon at Tailgate & Donate that 
featured food, games, inflatables, and lots of varsity sports like 
baseball, softball, and lacrosse for the fans to watch.  

This year’s donations to Tailgate & Donate included 1,312 
canned goods, 20,850 take-out trays, 31,400 food service 
gloves, and 20,000 wrapped forks/napkins. The community also 
packed a total of 124,632 meals for Servants With A Heart. 

In the past seven years, the Charlotte 
Christian community has donated the 
following to the Harvest Center:

Canned Goods   6,403
Take-Out Trays   84,150
Food Service Gloves  49,100
Wrapped Forks/Napkins  107,000

HARVES 
CENTER
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Mr. Charles Martin, the New York Times bestselling author of Thunder and Rain and The Mountain Between Us, was on campus on 
Wednesday, April 24 for a book signing. Mr. Martin shared about his career and his novels, including his newest release, Unwritten. Mr. 
Martin also spoke at the upper school chapel and visited with students in lower school writing classes and an upper school English class. 

He has penned a total of nine published novels that have been translated into 17 languages. Mr. Martin earned his B.A. in English 
from Florida State University and went on to receive an M.A. in Journalism and a Ph.D. in Communications from Regent University.  He 
lives with his wife, Christy, and their three sons in Jacksonville, Fla.  

Charlotte Christian Welcomes

SPECIAL SPEAKERS

More than 200 Charlotte Christian fathers and sons joined Mr. Joe 
Ehrmann, a nationally recognized speaker and coach, on Thursday, 
May 2 for breakfast and a special message. Mr. Ehrmann spoke 
about “The Role of Fathers in Transforming Sons to Men of God.” He 
also spoke to upper school students during chapel and spent time 
with Charlotte Christian coaches later in the day. 

Joe Ehrmann has been an educator, author, activist, pastor and coach 
for more than 25 years. Mr. Ehrmann was an All-American football 
player at Syracuse University, lettered in lacrosse, and was selected 
to the Syracuse All-Century Football Team. Mr. Ehrmann went on to 
play professional football for 13 years. He was named the Colts 
“Man of the Year” and was the NFL’s first Ed Block Courage Award 
winner. Parade Magazine featured him on its cover, naming him “The 
Most Important Coach in America” because of his work to transform 
the culture of sports. His revolutionary concepts of transformational 
leadership, coaching, team-building, and mentoring are the subject 
of his newly released book: InSideOut Coaching: How Sports Can 
Transform Lives. Mr. Ehrmann is the subject of the New York Times 
bestseller, Season of Life A Football Star, a Boy, a Journey to Manhood.

Charles Martin, New York Times Bestselling Author

Joe Ehrmann, Nationally Recognized Author and Speaker
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ACADEMICS

SCHOLASTIC WRITING AWARD
Congratulations to senior ANDY FERGUSON on winning an 
honorable mention award for writing in the Regional Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards.

MECKLENBURG SOIL & WATER CONTESTS
The following sixth grade students from Mrs. Julie Bartlett’s 
science classes won outstanding honors in the 2013 Essay, Poster, 
and Public Speaking Contest presented by the Mecklenburg 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. The theme for this 
year’s competition was “Water…the Cycle of Life.”
  
Essay Contest:
1st place  ANDREW BOVEE 
2nd place  KENDALL MCGOWAN 
3rd place  CHINELO AFULUKWE   
  MARTHA ANN LANGDON

Poster Contest:
1st place  DYLAN GENTNER 
2nd place  STEPHEN TRULL
3rd place  TAYLOR HOLBROOKS

N.C. JUNIOR CLASSICAL LEAGUE AWARDS

A group of 20 eighth grade students from Mr. Brandon 
Henderson’s Latin class competed in April at the Annual N.C. 
Junior Classical League Competition (NCJCL) held at Wake 
Forest University.  The team won the following state-wide awards:

4th place – Large Models   LEAH CLONINGER
5th place – Large Models   KYLE FORKER
2nd place – Artwork   ELISE HANEGRAAFF
1st place – Sculpture   VICTORIA JOHNSON
2nd place – 100 yard dash GRANT KIKER  
5th place – Modern Myth Writing ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.
3rd place – Costume Design RILEY MILLER  
1st place – 100 yard dash  LAUREN SPANGLER 
5th place – Small Models  SARAH STATER  
3rd place – Chariot Design MATTHEW BOELKINS
    PATRICK GIRARD
    JONATHON HARRISS
    NICK SUAREZ 

 READING KNIGHTS

For more information on Reading Knights, 
please visit www.charlottechristian.com under 
the academics tab and click on media center.

READING PAGES
Rachel Brandon  •  Sarah Elizabeth Brown

Jacob Burgess  •  Gavin Duguid  •  Monte Eaves  
William Horton  •  Obi Okeke

Kennedy Rogers  •  Andrew Smith

READING SQUIRES
Abbey Buzanowski  •  Sarah Davis  •  Monte Eaves

Kathryn Jamison  •  Sarah Major
Ada Sadowski  •  Adam White

READING KNIGHTS
Camryn Bailey  •  Sarah Davis  •  Monte Eaves

Kathryn Jamison  •  Matthew Peach
Taylor Suarez  •  Adam White

READING KNIGHTS WITH A PENNANT 
Elizabeth Beltzhoover  •  Jonathon Boelkins

Abby Brandon  •  Cailey Shea Duguid  •  Gracie Hanna

HARVARD MODEL CONGRESS

A delegation of 34 upper school students traveled to Boston 
to participate in the annual Harvard Model Congress. Students 
participated in open debates, caucuses, and trials, and 
learned through active role-playing in simulated congressional 
committees. The group also had the opportunity to spend time 
with former North Carolina Governor Bev Perdue after she 
spoke at the opening ceremonies. 

READING KNIGHTS OF 
THE ROUND TABLE 

Hannah Brandon
Susan Davis

Brandon Drury
Noah Montgomery

J.D. Williams

READING KNIGHTS
1,000 BOOKS

Liesel Brehmer
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ATHLETES SET RECORDS
Congratulations to the following student-athletes on setting and 
breaking records at Charlotte Christian during the winter and 
spring seasons.  Varsity swimmer RACHEL REDMOND set the 
school record in the 100 yd. butterfly at 1:03.64.  Senior varsity 
basketball player PATRICK ROOKS surpassed the 1,000 point 
mark for his Charlotte Christian career.  Varsity track members 
JOSH BROADWAY, BO HINES, DES LAWRENCE, and HAYDEN 
SANDERS set a new school record of 43.39 in the 4x100 re-
lay.  JOSH BROADWAY also broke the school record in 110 high 
hurdles at 14.8. The varsity golf team shot 290, the lowest team 
score in school history, and finished tied for 7th place in the state, 
marking the best finish in school history for golf.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to both the middle school girls’ basketball team 
and the middle school girls’ track teams on winning GCMSAA 
championships this season.
 
JV BASEBALL 
The JV baseball team won the end-of-season Queen City JV 
Baseball Tournament after defeating Hickory Grove and then 
Charlotte Country Day in the finals.  Congratulations to sopho-
more DILLON CARPENTER on being named Tournament MVP 
for his outstanding performance.  

BASEBALL WINS 12TH STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Congratulations to Coach Greg Simmons and the varsity base-
ball team on winning the NCISAA State 3A Baseball Champion-
ship for the second year in a row and the 12th time in school 
history. The Knights beat rival Providence Day in the best of three 
state championship tournament with a score of 9-2 in the first 
game, and 5-4 in the second to claim the school’s 12th baseball 
state title. The team also won the CISAA tournament and finished 
the season with an overall record of 30-4, winning their last 23 
games.

Earlier this season, the team also celebrated the 500th career 
win of Coach Simmons who has won 12 state titles as the Knights 
head coach.

Baseball:
GARRETT BRADBURY
BAILEY OBER
NICK OWENS
MATT SIMMONS

Ladies’ Basketball:
GIGI BAILEY
KERSTIE PHILLS

Men’s Basketball:
MATTHEW FISHER-DAVIS
PATRICK ROOKS

Dance:
MEGAN FARLEY
MEREDITH FARLEY
EMMA VANDEVELDE
KIRBY VON EGIDY

Golf:
DAVID KOCHER
AARON WALKER

Softball:
MADDY HAISLIP
MEREDITH HARRIS
LAUREN FOERY

ASHLEY RICHARDSON
MACKENZIE WILSON

Tennis:
COLIN JARRETT

Track:
JEB BLAZEVICH
JOSH BROADWAY
SHEPPARD BROWN
CAROLINE DENNEHY
SARAH DRUMMOND
JAMES FINCH
KAYTLYN GILL

MICHAEL GOOD
BO HINES
ALEX JOHNSON
CARSON KOWAR
DES LAWRENCE
CONNOR MAITLAND
JAYLON MCCLINTON
THOMAS NATIONS
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR

Wrestling:
CHARLIE RAND 
MARK SALEH

ALL-STATE 
ATHLETES 
(Winter & Spring)

Baseball:
BAILEY OBER
NICK OWENS
MATT SIMMONS

Ladies’ Basketball:
GIGI BAILEY

Golf:
THOMAS HODGES
DAVID KOCHER

Softball:
MEREDITH HARRIS
MACKENZIE WILSON 

Track:
JEB BLAZEVICH
JOSH BROADWAY
KAYTLYN GILL
BO HINES
ALEX JOHNSON
CALI KOFOED
CARSON KOWAR

DES LAWRENCE
JAYLON MCCLINTON
KERSTIE PHILLS

Wrestling:
CONNOR MAITLAND
CHARLIE RAND
MARK SALEH

SERVING AS ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
FOR SIX YEARS

Mr. Tom Jamerson served Charlotte 
Christian faithfully as the athletic 
director for the past six years.  
During Mr. Jamerson’s tenure at 
the helm, our teams won five state 
championships, numerous conference 
championships, and more than 

60 student-athletes signed letters of intent to compete at 
the collegiate level.  Mr. Jamerson led a strong initiative 
to focus on women’s sports with participation increasing in 
all of Charlotte Christian’s female sports offerings.  Men’s 
lacrosse and a women’s dance team were added as new 
opportunities which grew the program to a total of 50 
middle and upper school athletic teams.  

CAMERON BOTES
Lipscomb University – Soccer
 
PHOEBE COOK
LaSalle University – Volleyball
 
ALLEN CROSBY
UNC Wilmington – Diving
 
DES LAWRENCE
UNC-Chapel Hill – Football
 
ERIC LYNCH
Tusculum College – Football
 
WES MEDEIROS
Norwich University – Football
 
BRETT MILLEMAN
UNC Pembroke – Baseball

JARED ODENBECK
Georgetown University – 
Soccer
 
SCOTT ORTLIP (committed)
Dartmouth College - Rowing
 
ADRIAN ROBINSON
Colorado State University – 
Football
 
HAYDEN SANDERS
Presbyterian University – 
Football
           
BEN WEATHERS
Gardner-Webb University.- 
Soccer

WINTER & SPRING ATHLETIC SIGNINGS

ALL-CONFERENCE
ATHLETES 
(Winter & Spring)
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FINE ARTS

CITA AWARDS

The ACT 1 and ACT 2 drama teams competed at the Christians 
in Theatre Arts Secondary Theatre Festival (CITA) in Greenville, 
S.C. and earned the following awards:

ACT 2 – NCTC AWARDS

Congratulations to the ACT 2 middle school drama team on win-
ning honors at the North Carolina Theatre Conference (NCTC) 
Middle School Play Festival held in Kings Mountain, N.C. The 
team presented Romeo and Juliet – Together and Alive at Last! 
and won the following awards:

Excellence in Directing  MRS. MINDY DAMON 
Excellence in Female Acting ELIZABETH GOWAN
Excellence in Male Acting  KEATON GUM 
Excellence in Production Design MRS. ERIEN BOOKER
Excellence in Student Technical Direction – 
    SARAH BETH EDWARDS 
    ABBY MARCO
Superior Play Rating  ACT 2 CAST

HONORS BAND SELECTIONS
All-District Honors Band

All-State Honors Band ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.

UNC-Pembroke Honors Band ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.

Virginia Tech Honors Band

REGIONAL SCHOLASTIC ART AWARDS
Congratulations to the following Charlotte Christian School visual 
artists in both middle and upper school on winning a total of 
38 awards at the 2013 Mid-Carolina Regional Scholastic Art & 
Writing Competition.  

Gold Key Winners:
Comic Art   VIRGINIA CONNOR  
Drawing   EVA BOWER
  GRACIE BURT 
  ANSLEY CORRIGAN
  CARSON KOWAR (Three Gold Keys)
  JORDAN TURNER
Mixed Media   BAILEY THOMPSON 
Painting  BETH RICHTER
Photography  CATHERINE HORTON 
Printmaking SYDNEY GOLDSTEIN  
Senior Art Portfolios CARSON KOWAR (Two Gold Keys)
 BETH RICHTER (One Gold Key) 

Silver Key Winners:
Drawing  GRACE BLEVINS (Two Silver Keys) 
  BRITTANY CANNON
  ERIN CEPEDA
  CARSON KOWAR (Two Silver Keys)
  LAUREN SPANGLER 
Mixed Media  BAILEY THOMPSON (Two Silver Keys)
Painting  KATE CONDON (Two Silver Keys)  
  BETH RICHTER   

Honorable Mention Awards:
Comic Art  VIRGINIA CONNOR
Drawing  MARY CHARLES BRYSON
  CARSON KOWAR (Two HM Awards)
Mixed Media  BAILEY THOMPSON
Painting  KATE CONDON
  AKANIMA OKPOKOWURUK
  BETH RICHTER
  CHANDLER SCHRAMM
Photography   CHRISTIAN ALLEN
Senior Art Portfolio  PAUL HANEGRAAFF

1st place Duo Musical Theatre
HALEY PUTNAM

EMMA VANDEVELDE 
 

1st place Ensemble Theatre
GRAHAM BAKER
COLTER CORISH
BRAD KESLING

FAITH HANEGRAAFF
LYNN PUTNAM

MORGAN WAKEFIELD  

1st place Junior High Solo 
Musical Theatre

SAVANNAH KASAY 

1st place tie Solo 
Musical Theatre

CAROLINE KASAY
HALEY PUTNAM  

2nd place Contrasting 
Monologues

KRISTYN RICHARDSON  

2nd place Shakespeare 
Monologue and 

Honorable Mention 
Solo Musical Theatre 
MICHAEL JULLIARD

3rd place Solo 
Musical Theatre

EMMA VANDEVELDE 

Semifinalist 
Contrasting Monologues
KYNDALL SUTHERLAND

MATTHEW BOELKINS
KATE FOSTER
MELISSA GOLDSTEIN
JEREMY HART
ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.
SCOTT ORTLIP

NICK SUAREZ
ALEX WATKINS
ADDISON WEAVER
SYDNEY WEAVER
ABBY YOH

ALEXANDRA BROWN
HARRISON HAMER

RACHEL REDMOND
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR
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The dirt is flying as the next phase of our master site plan is 
underway!  We are grateful for the generosity of our donors 
and are thrilled that these important initiatives are becoming 
a reality along with the impact they will have on Charlotte 
Christian.  Below are updates about the parking lot expansion 
and the upcoming Center for Arts and Science (CFAS) project:
 
• Blythe Construction Inc. began work on the parking lot 
 project on June 1, 2013 and they are making tremendous 
 progress even with all the rain we’ve experienced.
• We anticipate completion of this project in time for the 
 start of school this coming August 2013.
• The parking lot expansion will add 65 wider parking 
 spaces to our lot.
• The flow of our carpool will change as a result of the 
 parking lot expansion.
• We are finalizing the plans for the CFAS with our architect 
 and Charlotte Christian staff.
• We anticipate beginning the construction phase of the 
 CFAS building in December 2013 and finish by August 
 2014 in time for the start of the 2014-15 school year.
 
More specifics will be shared this fall about the CFAS project.  
Please pray for the safe completion of our parking lot project 
this summer.

Campus Under
Construction
Parking lot renovation underway and 

Center for Arts and Science starting soon
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Charlotte Christian hosted the 12th annual Golf Challenge on May 6 at The 
Golf Club at The Ballantyne Hotel.  The school hosts the annual tournament as 
part of the spring giving event to raise money for the Annual Fund.  Despite 
the forecasted bad weather, prayers were answered and the sun was out!  
Thank you to the 120 golfers, 40 sponsors and 32 volunteers that supported 
Charlotte Christian in such a special way.  The tournament raised $32,000 with 
all proceeds from the day going towards the Annual Fund goal of $525,000.  
Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s Golf Challenge!

Every spring grandparents and grandfriends are 
invited to campus for a special day to celebrate with 
lower school students.  The lower school classes work 
for several weeks putting together a special show to 
perform.  From songs, to skits, to poems, every class 
is able to express their love in their own way. Once 
the special guests arrive, they are able to enjoy a nice 
breakfast before heading to the big show. When the 
performances come to an end, the highlight of the day 
is for the students to show off their classrooms to their 
guests. We are so thankful to have grandparents and 
grandfriends share in our love for Charlotte Christian.

G   LF
CHALLENGE

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

2013

The 12th Annual

Friday, March 1, 2013
Grandparents’ Day
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Mr. and Mrs. Nick Aaron
Mr. and Mrs. Fermin Abarca*
Dr. and Mrs. Ifediora Afulukwe
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Aldridge*
Mr. and Mrs. Tripp Alexander
Dr. and Mrs. John Allbert
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Angel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Angley*
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Apple*
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Arden
Mr. and Mrs. John Armistead
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Artis
Mr. and Mrs. William Atwater
Ms. Julie Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Koshy Babu
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Baglia*
Ms. Carol Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Banks*
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Barbour
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Barnes*
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bartlett
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Battle
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Baum
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Beltzhoover
Mr. and Mrs. Art Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Benson*
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Berrier
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Berry
Mr. and Mrs. Brant Biggers
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Bischoff
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Black*
Mr. Michael Blackmon
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Blackwelder
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Bobo
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Boelkins
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Boelkins
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Boggs
Mr. Okyere Bonna and 
   Dr. Magdalene Marfo
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Boone
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Botes
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Bovee
Ms. Jennifer Bower
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boyles
Mr. and Mrs. David Boythe*
Mr. and Mrs. Luke Boythe
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Bradbury
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Braden
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brannock
Dr. and Mrs. Ron Brannon
Mrs. Dana Brickner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Broocks
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brooks*

Ms. Sierra Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Shonn Brown
Ms. Theresa Bruns
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bryson
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Buchanan
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Buckner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bugg
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burch
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Burrus
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Burrus
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Burt
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Buzanowski
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Byron
Mr. Bill Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Calhoun*
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Calkins
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cameron
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Cannon
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Carlton
Mr. and Mrs. Rusty Carpenter
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Carroll
Dr. and Mrs. Chip Case
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Cash
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Cassier*
Capt. and Mrs. Owen Cedarburg
Mr. and Mrs. Stacy Chaffin
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Chan
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Cherry
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Cherry
Mr. and Mrs. John Clavin
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Cloninger
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cobb
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Collier
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Collins*
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Connor
Mr. and Mrs. John Coppala
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Corish
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Corrigan
Mr. and Mrs. George Courtney
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Craddock
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Craig*
Dr. and Mrs. John Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. John Crews
Dr. and Mrs. T. Harold Crowder
Mr. and Mrs. John Crowley
Mr. and Mrs. David Culberson*
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Curry
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Damon

Mr. and Mrs. John Daniel
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Davenport
Mr. Carlos Davila and 
   Mrs. Veronica Kallqvist-Davila
Mr. and Mrs. Rhett Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Davis
Rev. and Mrs. Talbot Davis
Dr. and Mrs. William Dawson
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Dean*
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Deuink*
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Donnalley
Mr. and Mrs. John Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Dana Dotson
Mr. and Ms. Gary Doyle
Ms. and Mr. Christine Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Drogan
Mr. and Mrs. David Drummond
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Drummond
Mr. and Mrs. Bruno Dunn*
Ms. Brooke Dunning
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Durden
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Durham
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Dyke
Ms. Michele Eaves
Mr. and Mrs. Holger Ebert
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ector
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Edwards*
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Efird
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Efird*
Mr. Patrick Efird
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Eichorn
Mr. and Mrs. W Elisha
Mr. Terry Ellise
Ms. Patrice Ellise
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Embrey
Mrs. Stewart Emery
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Engstrom*
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Ennis
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Ennis
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Eshleman
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Estep
Mr. Nadar Fahami and 
   Mrs. Nader Jimenez-Fahami
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Fair
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Fasciana
Mr. and Mrs. John Fennell
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ferreira*
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Flenniken
Mr. and Mrs. John Foery
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Fogle*
Dr. and Mrs. Darin Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Forker

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Foskey
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Foxx*
Mr. McDonald Franklin
Ms. Shanna Franklin
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher French
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Fritsche
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fulginiti*
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Fuller*
Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Fuqua
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Furnari
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Galletto
Mrs. Teresa Gaston
Ms. Judy Gauthier
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Gentner
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Giller
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Giller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gilmartin
Mr. Scott and Dr. Donna Girard*
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Goldstein*
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Gombar*
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Goode
Mr. and Mrs. Whit Goodrich
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Goodson
Mr. and Mrs. Zach Goodyear
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Gowan
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Grauel
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Grauel
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Graves
Ms. Melinda Graves
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Green
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Greene
Ms. Patricia Greer
Ms. Melanie Greig*
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Grey*
Ms. Joanna Grey
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Griffin
Mrs. Tara Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Grigg
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Guarnieri
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Gud
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Gum
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Habluetzel
Mr. and Mrs. David Haines
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hall
Mr. Joey Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Hanebutt
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hardy
Mr. Tyrone Hardy
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Harris
Mrs. Jean Harris
Dr. and Mrs. Darlington Hart

*Represents Cornerstone Donors.  Cornerstone Donors are donors who have supported the Annual Fund 
for 10 or more consecutive years.  List updated on June 20, 2013.  

2012-13 ANNUAL FUND 
CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

2012-13 GOAL

$525,000
RAISED TO DATE

$514,403Bring The L ve...
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Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hartis
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Haski
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hasselberg*
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Hawisher
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hawkins
Dr. and Mrs. Donn Headley
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Henson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Herman
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hinde
Mr. and Mrs. Zack Hinson
Ms. Ann Hinton
Mr. James Hobbs
Ms. Cheryl Hobbs
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hodges*
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hoff
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hogan
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hogg
Mrs. June Hogg
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Hohing
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Holbrooks
Mrs. Edy Holmes*
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Horne*
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Horton
Mr. and Mrs. William Horton
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Howard
Mr. and Mrs. David Hulbert
Ms. Sharon Humphrey
Mr. and Mrs. Don Humphries*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hunter*
Drs. U-Phillip and  
   Awawu Igbinadolor
Ms. Sue Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Israel
Mr. and Mrs. William Ivansco
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Jamerson
Mrs. Amy Jamerson
Mr. and Mrs. David Jarrett
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Jenkins
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Jernigan
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Jesso
Mrs. Alicia Jesso
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. George Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Nate Johnson*
Mr. and Mrs. Rush Johnson
Mr. Robert Johnson
Mrs. and Mr. Robert Spaller
Mr. and Mrs. Frankie Jones
Mrs. Cassie Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John Kaplan
Ms. Theresa Kasay
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ketron
Mr. and Mrs. Mark King
Mr. and Mrs. Tony King
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Kjelson
Mrs. Kaye Kluttz
Mr. and Mrs. Brevin Knight
Ms. Becky Knight
Mr. and Mrs. John Kocher
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Kofoed
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchel Kotula
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Krug
Ms. Rosemary Kuklinski
Dr. and Mrs. David Lancaster
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Laney
Ms. Sherry Ledford

Mr. and Mrs. Dai Hoon Lee
Mr. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy LeRoux
Mr. and Mrs. Don Lewis*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lewis
Rev. and Mrs. Al Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Lichtenberger
Ms. Gina Lister*
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Little
Mr. and Mrs. John Locklier
Dr. and Mrs. Burton Lohoff-Gaida
Mr. and Mrs. John Love
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Maier
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Marcey
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Marco
Mr. and Mrs. Mustak Marin
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Markwat
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Rick McCorkle
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McCormick
Mr. and Mrs. James McCreary
Mr. and Mrs. Whit McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Edward McGavran
Mr. and Mrs. Gary McGinn*
Mr. and Mrs. Pete McLain
Mr. Mark McLean*
Mr. and Mrs. Jim McLeod
Mr. and Mrs. Alan McManus*
Mr. and Mrs. Sean McNally
Mr. and Mrs. Flint McNaughton
Mr. and Mrs. David McNeish
Mr. and Mrs. Gerhard Mendlik
Ms. Gertie Merrill
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Molitor
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Moore
Mr. Blaydes Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Britt Moose
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Moreau*
Mr. and Mrs. Burley Moss
Mr. and Mrs. Grey Mull
Mr. and Mrs. Bret Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Nations
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Nedrow
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Nelson*
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Nicholson
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Nielsen
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. Ward Norris
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Norvell
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Norwood
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Odenbeck
Mrs. Jean Odenbeck
Dr. and Mrs. John Oesterle
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Oliveto
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Ong
Dr. and Mrs. Obinna Oriaku
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ortlip
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Pack
Mr. Reed and 
   Dr. Mary Crowder-Paden
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Payne*
Mrs. Norene Payne
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peach
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Peach
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pearce

Mr. and Mrs. Haynes Peery
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Pfeiler
Mr. and Mrs. John Pfrimmer*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Phalen
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Piatek
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Pillmore
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Pippin
Mr. and Mrs. John Pitts
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Plunkett
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Poole*
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Poplin
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Poynter
Mrs. Anne Prather
Mr. and Mrs. John Putnam
Ms. Katie Radcliffe
Mrs. Beth Raines
Mr. and Mrs. Cory Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Ramsey*
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rand
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Redmond
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Reid*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Reitz
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Renegar
Drs. Mark and Sarah Reynolds
Mr. Larry Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. John Richter*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Rickner
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Rigot
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Roberts
Dr. and Mrs. Wesley Robinson
Ms. Barbara Rockecharlie
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Roddy
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Rouse
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Runge*
Mr. and Mrs. John Ruppert
Mr. and Mrs. Erich Rupprecht
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Sachtleben
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sadowski
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Saleh*
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Sams
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sander
Mr. and Mrs. Grey Sarvis
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Sayson
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Schaeffer
Dr. and Mrs. Skip Schramm
Mr. Bill Schuler
Mr. John Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Seaborn*
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Seelig
Mr. and Mrs. John Sefcik-Earl
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Simon
Mr. and Mrs. John Siverling
Ms. Melinda Slattery
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Owen Smith
Ms. Jackie Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Somerville
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Somerville
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Soule
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Soule
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Spangler

Ms. Ashley Speakman*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Spradling
Mr. and  Mrs. Jerry Standridge
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Steffens*
Ms. Marybeth Stephenson
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Stillman
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Stokley
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Suarez
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Summers
Rev. and Mrs. Daryl Sutherland*
Mr. and Mrs. C. Sweeney
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Sword
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Szymborski
Ms. Lynne Takac
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Tan
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Taylor
Ms. Terri Tedesco*
Drs. Ron and Freida Thomas*
Ms. Joan Thomas
Dr. and Mrs. Alan Thomley
Mr. Lynn Thorneburg and 
   Dr. Susan Hockaday
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Tiess
Mr. and Mrs. Branko Tomich
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Trotter
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Turley
Mr. and Mrs. John Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Vachino
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Van Hoy
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Vance
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff VanDeVelde
Mr. and Mrs. John Varol
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Veit*
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Vinten
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Von Cannon
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Waldrop
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Waldrop
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Warr
Mr. and Mrs. David Weaver
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Weigel
Mr. and Mrs. Don Weller
Mr. and Mrs. Paul White
Mr. Marty White and 
   Dr. Heather White
Mr. and Mrs. David Whitley
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Wilcox
Mr. and Mrs. J. Ligon Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Williams
Mr. and Mrs. David Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Windham*
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Winfree
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wingblade
Mr. and Mrs. John Wingblade
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Wooten
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Benny Yeargan*
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Yoh
Mrs. Dawn Young
Dr. and Mrs. Hany Youssef
Mr. and Mrs. David Zacarias
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Zinger
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MAGGIE WALKER was one of eight students selected by the 
Education Department of Covenant College to travel and study 
abroad.  This past May she traveled to London, UK and to 
Budapest, Hungary where she visited the International Christian 
School and served as an assistant art teacher for all grades.  
During her trip, she had the opportunity to experience Hungarian 
culture, including partaking in traditional meals and seeing the 
opera, as well as a weekend visit to Vienna, Austria.

2010
DAVID DURHAM transferred to the University of Pittsburgh and 
participated in football drills.  Due to NCAA rules David will sit 
out the 2013 season, but will be slotted to play fullback for the 
Panthers in 2014. 

MATT HALL was voted the Best Trainer in the 9-Round system at 
their recent annual convention held in Greenville, S.C.  9-Round 
is a “cross-fit” training gym.  The franchise where Matt works as 
manager was also voted the Top Franchise in the 9-Round system.  
Matt is attending UNC-Charlotte majoring in Kinesiology and 
wants to become an occupational therapist.  Matt also coaches 
football at Charlotte Christian.

BLAYDES MOORE graduated in three years from Clemson 
University in May 2013, magna cum laude with honors.  He 
received The Harvey J. Wheeler Award for Outstanding 
Senior in Economics which is given to the graduating senior who 
exhibited the best overall performance in economics while at 
Clemson.  Blaydes plans to attend law school in the fall and 
is choosing between UNC-Chapel Hill, Wake Forest University, 
and the University of Georgia. 

2009
MAGGIE HOOD graduated a semester early this past December 
from NYU with a BFA in Drama.  She was cast in small roles on 
two TV shows - The Americans and The Following.  The episode 
of The Americans aired in February and the episode of The 
Following in April.  She is also waitressing at a French restaurant.

AVERI ISRAEL graduated from Columbia University on May 22, 
2013 with a Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies.

RAE MANYIKA graduated from Queens University with honors 
on May 4, 2013.  She was a presidential scholar at Queens 
University where she majored in Sociology and Health Sciences.  
She was a member of the Janusian Honor Society, the Biological 
Honors Society, and the Honors Program. Her thesis, “Stigma 
Experienced by Orphaned Adolescents Living with HIV/AIDS 
in Rural Zimbabwe” won the “Outstanding Senior Thesis” 
award. She will be studying for the Masters in Health Systems 
Administration degree at Georgetown University in Washington, 
D.C. starting in the fall of 2013.  

2012

ABBY SEELIG, LAURA HOGAN, and MARY SCOTT MCLEAN all 
three attend Clemson University and pose before a home football 
game.  Abby is an Early Childhood Education major, a member of 
the Calhoun Honors College, a sister of Delta Delta Delta sorority, 
and a member of the IPTAY Student Advisory Board. Abby studied 
abroad in May in Reggio Emilia, Italy.

ALEX PAYNE finished his spring semester at the University 
of South Carolina with a 4.0 GPA.  He was named to the 
Alpha Lambda Delta National Honor Society, an academic 
honor society for freshmen, as well as the National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars, an honor society for high achieving first and 
second year college students.  Alex was also the recipient of 
the Woodrow Scholarship and Legacy Scholarship, and plans to 
major in accounting and finance.

2011
Sophomore forward WORTH SMITH received the 2013 Charles 
McDonough Award that is awarded to the Navy player whose 
performance, ability and statistics had the greatest impact 
throughout the season.  He led the U.S. Naval Academy in 
scoring (10.2 ppg), rebounding (5.4 rpg), blocks (37) and steals 
(35).  He became the second Navy player in school history to 
amass 500 points, 300 rebounds and 50 blocks by end of his 
sophomore season.  

This May eighth grade students visited with Worth while touring 
Washington, D.C. on the annual class trip.
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TAYLOR HALL graduated 
from Clemson University 
in May 2013 with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education. 
Taylor is engaged to LUKE 
BARD (’09) and they are 
getting married Jan. 11, 
2014.  Luke attended 
Georgia Tech on a baseball 
scholarship, and then signed 
to play professionally after 
his junior year of college.  
He is currently playing 

professional baseball in the Minnesota Twins organization. The 
couple will reside in Charlotte during the baseball offseason. 

HAYLEE MCCULLEN attends Johnson & Wales University in 
Charlotte and is studying Hospitality and Event Planning.  She 
currently is the lead event planner for an upcoming spring event 
at Johnson & Wales.  This summer she will travel with a study 
abroad program to Sydney and Melbourne Australia.  She 
attends Elevation Church Blakeney and is involved with their 
missions program.

TAYLOR WAGENER, JUDSON HALL (‘10) and WILLIS HALL 
visit with Coach Shonn Brown at the Wofford vs. College of 
Charleston basketball game.  Taylor plays for Wofford and 
Willis plays for the College of Charleston.

2008
ANNA ELIZABETH BUTLER graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill 
in May 2012 with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.  She is 
currently employed with Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro, 
N.C. as an operating room nurse on the Eyes, Ears, Nose, and 
Throat surgical team.

CRAMER MCCULLEN recently completed his first year of 
medical school at UNC-Chapel Hill this past May.  He served 
on the Honor System Committee for the School of Medicine and 
was elected as the Deputy Attorney General next year.  This 
summer he will work as an intern with the Centers for Disease 
Control in Guatemala City in which he received a grant from 
UNC-Chapel Hill.  Cramer currently sings with a UNC group 
called the Meduncedoo’s.

LEE ROSE played linebacker for the Indiana Hoosiers and 
recently graduated from the University of Indiana.  After 
graduation Lee returned to Charlotte Christian as a member 
of the 2012 football coaching staff and coached alongside his 
father, Defensive Coordinator Mike Rose.  Lee has accepted a 
full-time football coaching position at Butler University in Indiana 
with the defensive ends.

JULIE SIRAGUSA is a nursing student at Queens University and 
will graduate in December of 2013.  Julie is the middle school 
cheerleading coach at Charlotte Christian.

ROB WANSKER is living in New Bern, N.C. since graduating 
with an Aerospace Engineering degree from NC State in May 
2012.  He is working for NAVAIR as a civilian Aerospace 
Engineer.  NAVAIR is located within the Cherry Point Air Station in 
Havelock, N.C.  NAVAIR (Naval Air Systems Command) provides 
material support for aircraft and airborne weapon systems for 
the United States Navy and Marines.  Rob recently purchased 
his first home in New Bern and is currently working on his Masters 
of Engineering degree through NC State’s online program.

2007
ADAM SALLOUM just completed his first year on staff with 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, a campus ministry, at the 
University of South Carolina.  

JOSEPH “SONNY” SIRAGUSA is a US Naval Academy 
graduate and was deployed to Afghanistan in April 2013.

BRANDON YEARGAN played football at Davidson College 
and graduated in 2011.  Brandon later became a graduate 
assistant in the football program at UNC-Chapel Hill and helped 
spearhead the Tar Heel recruiting efforts, graduating in 2013 
with a master’s degree in Sports Adminstration.  Brandon recently 
accepted a position with the New England Patriots working in 
the scouting department.

2006
ELIZABETH NEWTON was recruited by Downtown Oklahoma 
City, Inc. to serve as their lead event coordinator. She is 
responsible for producing a variety of large-scale events 
throughout the year, including Downtown in December, a 40-day 
series of holiday events and attractions in the heart of Oklahoma 
City.  Elizabeth also purchased her first house in March and is 
busy working to make it feel like home. 

DANIELLE MANYIKA graduated from Queens University of 
Charlotte in 2010 with magna cum laude honors and a major 
in Psychology and Communications.  Upon graduation she was 
recruited for Verizon’s Retail Leadership and Development 
Program and has been working there since August of 2010.  
Danielle was recently promoted as one of four Small Business 
Specialists for Verizon’s Triad District in Greensboro, N.C. 
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2004

RACHAEL BROWN KINCAID and her husband are expecting 
their sixth child in July.  The gender is a surprise!

2003
WILLIAM BERRY was married on June 1, 2013 to Tiffany Ann 
Kelly of Mocksville, N.C.  The couple resides in Salisbury, N.C. 

2001
JUSTIN CHIN passed the bar exam and was sworn in to the bar 
on Dec. 9.

2000
ANN MORGAN HEWITT and her family are moving to Florida in 
May.  She and her husband, John, have a 2-year-old daughter, 
Ann Wilson Hewitt.

JAMIE MORGAN is in a year of discipleship in Chattanooga, 
Tenn.

ANGELA JOHNSON 
LINER and her husband, 
Christopher, welcomed 
their first son, Timothy 
Scott, on July 18, 2012. 

1997
JEREMY WRITEBOL and his family moved to Wichita, Kan. 
to lead Gospel-Communities for an Acts 29 Network church, 
Journey the Way.  He also heads up leadership development as 
the director of Porterbrook Kansas, a missional and theological 
training center for local churches. He is currently writing regularly 
for the online publication Gospel-Centered Discipleship 
(http://gospelcentereddiscipleship.com) and his book
everPresent Gospel is due this summer from GCD Books.

Please contact Meredith Pitts with any alumni updates 
or stories at (704) 366-5657, ext. 6402 

or meredith.pitts@charchrist.com.

1996
CARL DIEBOLD is a producer in Nashville, Tenn. for Third Day, 
Gavin DeGraw, TobyMac, Michael W. Smith, and Switchfoot.  
He is also directing the new video for the country group Rascal 
Flatts.

JOHN HIPP is currently working for Bank of America as a 
Systems Engineer in the Contact Center Voice Technology 
organization.  John married Lucy Baxter on May 4, 2013, and 
spent their honeymoon in Montego Bay, Jamaica. They currently 
reside in Charlotte, N.C.

1995
STEPHANIE SKINNER WILLIAMS bought a new house and the 
couple now resides in Matthews in the Fairhaven.

1992
LESLIE FOGLE DUNNEGAN and her husband, Blake, adopted 
a baby girl, Phoebe Katherine Dunnegan, born April 9, 2013.  
She has a three-year old brother, Nathan, who is learning to be 
a big brother.

1990

TIM DUFFEY and PAUL DUFFEY (’90) lost their father Paul 
Duffey, Jr. on April 3.  

1987
ALICIA MUNGO ADAMCZYK transitioned from being a Psych 
RN to work in the Department Information Services, training 
physicians using electronic medical records at Carolinas 
Healthcare System.  Her son received a baseball scholarship to 
play for Charleston Southern University.
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1989 alumnus Dr. Derek Halvorson 
returned to Charlotte Christian to 
celebrate the 50th graduation as the 
commencement speaker for the class 
of 2013.  Dr. Halvorson became the 
sixth president of Covenant College in 
2012 and ironically his 1989 Charlotte 
Christian graduation speaker was also 
the president of Covenant College, Dr. 
Frank Brock (1987-2002).
 
Dr. Halvorson was extremely busy during 
his upper school career as a Knight.  He 
played varsity soccer, managed the girls 
soccer team, was on the Christian service 
council, was in the math club, served as 
class president, was named homecoming 
king, and won numerous awards and 
scholarship nominations. 
 
After graduating from Charlotte 
Christian, Dr. Halvorson matriculated to 
Covenant College where he earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in History.  He entered 
the corporate world working for Nations 
Bank.  He furthered his education by 
earning a Master of Arts degree from 
the University of Arizona and went on 
to Loyola University in Chicago where 
he earned a Ph.D. in History and taught 
undergraduate courses and received 
multiple fellowships for his teaching and 
research.

From 2003 to 2009, Dr. Halvorson 
returned to Covenant College to work 
in the development and advancement 
offices.  He then was named president 
of Providence Christian College in 
California where he served for several 
years.  In 2012, Dr. Halvorson was 
named president of Covenant College in 
Lookout Mountain, Ga.  He and his wife, 
Wendy, are the parents of two children.
 
Dr. Halvorson spoke to the class of 2013 
and asked the 83 seniors “is the faith 
handed down to you really yours?”  He 
challenged the graduates to have the 
right definition of success.  “If you allow to 
be accomplished in the world’s eyes, then 
you have lost the battle.  God isn’t calling 
you to do something great according to 
the world or even other Christians.  He is 
calling you to be faithful.”
 
Just as Enoch in Genesis 5 was praised 
for walking faithfully with God and the 
servants in the parable of the talents in 
Matthew 25 of being good and faithful 
servants, Dr. Halvorson shared with the 
graduates to keep their faith in God and 
develop the talents he has given them.

Alumni Profile Dr. J. Derek Halvorson (’89)
President of Covenant College

ALUMNI OFFICE ON THE ROAD

The Alumni Office hit the road this past year to visit alumni 
at area North Carolina colleges.  Alumni Coordinator 
Meredith Pitts (’03) and Director of Development George 
Courtney, along with upper school teachers Mrs. Jenny 
Ramsey and Dr. Donn Headley, traveled to UNC-Chapel 
Hill, NC State, Elon, and High Point to catch up with 
alumni and hear about their favorite Charlotte Christian 
memories.  Dates and locations for 2013-14 will be 
posted in the fall on the alumni Facebook page.

Pictured here with Mrs. Ramsey and Mrs. Pitts are UNC-Chapel 
Hill students Jordan Deuink (‘10) and London Snuggs (‘09).
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Charlotte Christian School is a Christ-centered, college preparatory school, equipping and developing students to 
effectively integrate Biblical truth and learning into their daily lives and to impact the culture for Christ.

1. Grade 2 Storybook Character Day
2. Kindergarten Earth Day Artwork
3. Baccalaureate Service
4. Geography Bee Winners
5. Middle School Middle Ages Day
6. Jeb Blazevich Commits On ESPNU
7. Grade 8 Washington D.C. Trip
8. Upper School History Day

9. Grade 8 Principal’s Cup Recipients
10 Grade 7 Science Museum
11. Lower School Field Day
12. Upper School Prom
13. National Day of Prayer
14. Aristocats - Lower School Musical
15. Grade 5 Promotion
16. Little Mermaid - Middle School Musical
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7301 Sardis Road
Charlotte, NC 28270
(704) 366-5657
Fax: (704) 366-5678

www.charlottechristian.com

AUGUST 2013
12-19 Employee Orientation
20  Classes Begin 
  (JK - Grade 12)

SEPTEMBER 2013
2  Labor Day - No School

OCTOBER 2013
11  Fall Break - No School
  Employee In-Service Day 
14  Fall Break - No School
31  JK - Grade 8 Parent/
  Teacher Conferences
  LS/MS - No Classes
  US in session

NOVEMBER 2013
1  JK - Grade 8 Parent/
  Teacher Conferences
  LS/MS - No Classes
  US in session
27-29 Thanksgiving Break
  No School

DECEMBER 2013
16-20 MS/US Exams
23-31  Christmas Break
  No School

JANUARY 2014
1-2  New Year’s Holiday
  No School
3  Employee In-Service Day
  No School
6  Classes Resume
20  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
  No School

FEBRUARY 2014
14  Winter Break - No School
  Employee In-Service
17  President’s Day

MARCH 2014
17-21 Sprng Break
  No School

APRIL 2014
18  Good Friday
  No School
21  Easter Monday
  No School

MAY 2014
26  Memorial Day
  No School
29  Last Day of Classes
  (Half-Day)
30  Employee In-Service 
  No School
31  Class of 2014 
  Commencement

2013-14 
SCHOOL
CALENDAR


