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Lower School
The lower school nurtures children in mind, body and spirit.  They are engaged in learning 
through a rich array of educational experiences.  A carefully aligned academic curriculum, 
developmentally appropriate enrichment activities, and an experienced, caring faculty and 
staff create an environment where children thrive in spirit as they grow in knowledge. 
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Language artS
The language arts program 
in junior kindergarten 
utilizes a balanced literacy 
approach to develop a strong 
phonetic foundation, expose 
the students to a wealth of 
developmentally appropriate 
literature, encourage and 
model strong language 
concepts, and develop early 
emergent reading skills.  
Students understand a number 
of letter-sound relationships 
and recognize some common 
sight words.  Listening skills, 

picture and storybooks, literature and 
oral language activities are all used to 
develop comprehension skills, sequencing 
concepts, and recollection of details.  
Writing opportunities involve group oral 
experience stories, interactive writing, 
writing workshop, journal creations, and 
individual dictation of stories and ideas.  
Vocabulary and knowledge of the world 
is extended to include words important to 
school work and daily life.  Handwriting 
and fine motor skills are taught using the 
Handwriting Without Tears curriculum.  
Cooking, art, music and creative 
activities support and extend the Junior 
Kindergarten Language Arts program.  
The Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop is 
used in the JK – grade 5 language arts 
curriculum.    

MatheMaticS
This activity-rich program incorporates 
manipulatives, movement, literature and 
music.  Students practice problem-solving 
and build thinking skills as they apply math 
to other disciplines (such as science) and 
to daily life activities (such as cooking). 
Major components of the curriculum include 
number sense and numeration, position, 
patterning, classification, comparison, 
measurement, geometry, time, money, 
simple addition and subtraction, and 
estimation.  Developing math vocabulary 
essential to each unit of study.  Daily 
calendar studies provide opportunities to 
enrich and reinforce basic math concepts.  

Language artS
The kindergarten language 
arts program utilizes a 
balanced literacy to develop 
strong readers. They 
implement phonics curriculum 
by Fountas and Pinnell entitled 
Letters, Words, and How They 
Work. This curriculum uses a 
researched based approach 
to teach students about the 
complex relationships between 
letters and sounds and the ways 
in which they work to support 
growing readers.  This is 
combined with daily instruction 

in phonemic awareness.  Students build 
comprehension strategies and fluency 
through guided reading, shared reading, 
and read alouds.  Students also master 
high frequency words throughout each 
quarter. Interactive writing lessons as well 
as writing workshops enable students to 
become independent writers. Handwriting 
and fine motor skills are taught using the 
Handwriting Without Tears curriculum.  
The Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop is 
used in the JK – grade 5 language arts 
curriculum.    
 
MatheMaticS
Manipulative materials and hands-on, 
developmentally appropriate activities 
heighten the kindergartener’s problem-
solving, math reasoning and critical 
thinking abilities.  The math curriculum 
establishes developmental links and 
challenges students through the study of 
number sense and numeration including 
whole numbers, counting and writing 
in sequence, addition, subtraction, 
geometry, graphing, money, time, simple 
fractions, measurement (metric and non-
metric), place value, the calendar, and 
classification and properties of objects.  
Developing math vocabulary essential to 
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SteM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

JK STEM develops the child’s inquiry and 
observation skills through the study of 
properties, healthy foods, animals, plants, 
and weather.  JK students also design 
windmills through their engineering kit, 
Catching the Wind- Designing Windmills.

SociaL StudieS
In social studies, students learn their roles 
as members of a family, community and 
world utilizing Nystrom curriculum, New 
Friends and New Places.  They grow in 
their understanding and appreciation 
of self, family, and others by exploring 
community activities, relationships, and 
their own identity.  

BiBLe 
Junior kindergarten Bible instruction 
explores familiar Bible truths that 
emphasize God’s love. Daily prayer and 
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devotions are complemented by weekly 
chapel services and service projects 
throughout the year. The ACSI Purposeful 
Design curriculum is used JK- grade 5.



neighborhoods near and far by beginning 
in their own neighborhood and expanding 
to explore other neighborhoods around 
the United States and the world. Students 
develop their visual literacy, expand 
their academic vocabulary, and learn 
to integrate knowledge and concepts 
through a biblical worldview, while 
sequentially developing geography skills. 
Kindergarten students learn through units 
focused on looking at our neighborhood, 
identifying our neighborhood needs, 
exploring neighborhood maps, exploring 
globes, looking at our country and looking 
at our world. 

BiBLe
The Bible is the center of daily activities as 
the students study about Bible truths that 
emphasize God’s loving care.  Students 
participate in weekly chapel activities 
as well as daily prayer and classroom 
devotions, and reach out to others through 
local and international mission activities. 
The ACSI Purposeful Design curriculum is 
used JK- grade 5. 

Language artS
The first grade language 
arts program utilizes a 
balanced literacy to develop 
strong readers.  To develop 
overall reading concepts and 
skills, first grade uses CAFÉ 
strategies, which is an acronym 
standing for Comprehension, 
Accuracy, Fluency, and 
Expand Vocabulary.   After 
the whole group lesson, 
students are instructed through 
guided reading groups and 
individual conferences based 
on individual reading levels 

and reading goals.   Using the Daily Five 
system, students practice reading and 
writing daily through different interactive 
and independent rotations.  A deep 
understanding of phonemic strategies 
and skills are developed through phonics 
curriculum developed by Fountas and 
Pinnell entitled Letters, Words, and 
How They Work. This curriculum uses a 
researched based approach to teach 
students about the complex relationships 
between letters and sounds and the ways 
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each unit of study along with developing 
an understanding of the relationships 
between numbers through the use of 
number bonds, number stories, tens 
frames and an understanding of our 
base ten system are essential parts of 
the daily lessons.  Primary Mathematics 
builds deep mathematical understandings 
while providing an academically rigorous 
course of study. Grades K-5 use Primary 
Mathematics. 

SteM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

K STEM furthers the child’s development 
of inquiry and observation skills through 
the study of solids and liquids, animals, 
wood, paper and fabrics, and seasons. 
Students also explore the engineering 
process through two engineering kits 
entitled: A Work In Process- Improving a 
Play Dough Process and Solid as a Rock- 
Replicating an Artifact. 

SociaL StudieS
Utilizing the Nystrom hands-on curriculum,   
students learn about neighborhoods

in which they work to support growing 
readers.  Students also mastered high 
frequency words throughout each quarter.  
A literacy highlight is daily class read 
alouds and shared readings showcasing 
various authors, themes, and strategies.  
Sentence structure and grammar skills are 
emphasized through Shurley Grammar 
instruction. The Lucy Calkins Writing 
Workshop is the foundation for our writing 
program and is utilized JK- grade 5.   

MatheMaticS
The core of our math program is rooted 
in developing student number sense and 
flexibility with numbers and problem 
solving through integrating mental math, 
base ten activities, math stories, and 
fact fluency.  Our math block includes: 
a lesson, hands-on math activities, 
interactive SmartBoard games, math talks, 
and model drawing.  Students develop 
mastery of concepts by moving from a 
concrete understanding, to a pictorial 
representation, and finally an abstract 
understanding through utilizing concept 
algorithms. All lessons are focused around 
students understanding the “why” before 
the “how”. Key topics include: Numbers to 
100, Number Bonds, Addition, Subtraction, 
Position, Shapes, Measurement, 
Comparing, Graphs, Fractions, and 
Money. Primary Mathematics builds 
deep mathematical understandings while 
providing an academically rigorous 
course of study. Grades K-5 use Primary 
Mathematics.   

SteM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
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Shurley Grammar instruction. These 
critical communication skills are integrated 
into all subjects. The Lucy Calkins Writing 
Workshop is the foundation for our writing 
program using both interactive writing 
lessons and workshops utilized JK - grade 
5.  

MatheMaticS
The core of our math program is rooted 
in developing student number sense and 
flexibility with numbers and problem 
solving through integrating mental math, 
base ten activities, math stories, model 
drawing and fact fluency.  We use a 
variety of hands on materials and games 
to develop mathematical understanding 
of concepts progressing from concrete to 
pictorial and finally to abstract thinking.  
A solid foundation is established through 
number bonds, math talks, fact fluency 
and mental math strategies.  Model 
drawing is a problem solving strategy 
used to visualize and construct concrete 
pictures to understand the word problem.  
Students are encouraged to be conscious 
of the strategies they use to accomplish 
a task.  Teaching strands focus on the 
following concepts: number sense and 
numeration, whole number operations 
and computation, fractions, geometry, 
time, money, and patterns.  Mental 
math strategies, logical reasoning, and 
critical thinking are incorporated into 
each strand. Primary Mathematics builds 
deep mathematical understandings while 
providing an academically rigorous 
course of study. Grades K-5 use Primary 
Mathematics.  
 
SteM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 

chapel, scripture memorization, and 
regular classroom devotions are important 
features of the Bible program.  Students 
learn to pray and apply biblical concepts 
to conflict resolution.  First graders apply 
the lessons taught by participating 
in several mission projects. The ACSI 
Purposeful Design curriculum is used JK- 
grade 5.

Language artS
The second grade literacy 
curriculum develops critical 
thinking skills and strengthens 
comprehension strategies 
through selected stories 
from reading anthologies, 
enrichment literature, leveled 
books and classic novels.  
Students rotate through five 
strategic components called 
The Daily Five – (listening, 
reading independently, 
reading to someone, writing 
and word study) focusing on 
Comprehension, Accuracy, 

Fluency, and Expansion of Vocabulary 
(CAFÉ) to strengthen and expand 
differentiated skills.  After individual 
reading levels are established, students 
are taught through a whole group mini 
lesson, through small guided reading 
groups, through individual conferences 
and through small groups based on 
strategy instruction. 

Phonics reviews and builds on first grade 
with an emphasis on regular spelling 
patterns, application of basic syllabication 
rules, decoding of multi-syllable words,  
recognition of common abbreviations,  
correct usage of regular and irregular 
plurals, and verbs. Students are assessed 
and then instructed in small group, 
developmental, word study instruction 
using the Words Their Way curriculum. 
High frequency words are also mastered 
throughout each quarter. Parts of speech, 
sentence variation and structure, usage 
and mechanics are emphasized through 

knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

Grade 1 STEM studies light/eye, soil 
science, animals, plants, and balance 
and motion. Students also explore 
the engineering process through three 
engineering kits entitled: Lighten Up- 
Designing Lighting Systems, A Sticky 
Situation- Designing Walls, and To Get To 
The Other Side- Designing Bridges. 

SociaL StudieS
Utilizing the Nystrom hands-on curriculum, 
students learn about communities here 
and there by beginning in their own 
community and expanding to explore 
other communities around the United 
States and the world. Students learn 
about goods and services, producers and 
consumers, government, economics and 
geography of their community and those 
around the United States and the world. 
Students develop their visual literacy, 
expand their academic vocabulary, 
and learn to integrate knowledge and 
concepts through a biblical worldview, 
while sequentially developing geography 
skills. First grade students learn through 
units focused on looking at their community, 
community needs and wants, exploring 
maps and globes, exploring our country 
and state, our country’s government and 
history, and looking at our world. 

BiBLe
By studying familiar Bible truths that 
emphasize God’s relationship to people, 
we learn how God gives each of us 
unique talents and abilities.  Weekly 
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learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

Grade 2 STEM explores states of matter, 
sound/ear, healthy living, animals and 
insects, and weather. Students also 
explore the engineering process through 
three engineering kits entitled: Water, 
Water Everywhere: Designing Water 
Filters, Sounds Like Fun: Seeing Animal 
Sounds, and The Best of Bugs: Designing 
Hand Pollinators.

SociaL StudieS
Utilizing the Nystrom hands-on curriculum, 
students learn about people and places 
everywhere by beginning in their own 
community and expanding to explore 
other communities around the United 
States and the world. Students learn about 
a variety of community characteristics 
including size, location, laws and leaders 
of their community and then expanding 
to communities around the United States 
and the world. Students develop their 
visual literacy, expand their academic 
vocabulary, and learn to integrate 
knowledge and concepts through a biblical 
worldview, while sequentially developing 
geography skills. Second grade students 
learn through units focused on mapping 
and exploring the community around 
them, communities in the United States and 
then communities around the world. 

BiBLe
Second graders study specific character 
traits of various people in the Bible like 
Joshua, Ruth, Paul and Jesus, with a focus on 
specific application to our students’ lives.  
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Weekly chapel, scripture memorization, 
and regular classroom devotions are 
important features of the Bible program.  
Praying for families, friends and children 
around the world, especially in the 10/40 
prayer window, highlights the importance 
of caring and reaching out to the needs 
of others. The ACSI Purposeful Design 
curriculum is used JK- grade 5.

Language artS
The third grade reading 
program is centered on the 
Reading Workshop model 
to build reading and critical 
thinking skills, as well as 
fluency and expression. Third 
grade learners explore 
genres such as realistic fiction, 
biographies, and expository 
nonfiction. Third grade 
students are individually 
assessed and instructed on 
their independent reading 
level where they read 
narrative and expository text 
with appropriate pacing, 

intonation and expression as they 
draw on a variety of comprehension 
strategies.  Higher-level comprehension 
strategies are modeled and taught using 
a whole group mini lesson, small strategy 
groups, and independent conferences.  
Wide independent reading is required.  
Students expand and apply phonics 
knowledge and develop vocabulary by 
assessment and instruction in small group, 
developmental, word study instruction 
using the Words Their Way curriculum.  
Students learn grammar fundamentals 
like the parts of sentences and how 
those parts work together to create a 
variety of sentences through the Shurley 
Grammar method. Mechanical skills and 
creative expression are enhanced through 
writing exercises that apply knowledge 
of sentence and paragraph development, 
punctuation, spelling and vocabulary.  
The Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop is 
the foundation for our writing program 
where students produce written products 
that include biographies, narratives, 
descriptions, reports, reviews and 
summarizations. The Lucy Calkins Writing 
Workshop is used in the JK – grade 5 
language arts curriculum.  

MatheMaticS
The core of our math program is rooted 
in developing student number sense and 
flexibility with numbers and problem 
solving through integrating mental 
math, base ten activities, math talks, 
model drawing and fact fluency.  Our 
program emphasizes the development 
of place value, mental math and core 
conceptual understanding which helps 
students develop a strong number 
sense. Model drawing is practiced daily 
as a visual approach to solve word 
problems more easily. Students learn 
to formulate problems mathematically 
and choose strategies for solving 
them using concepts and procedures 
appropriately.  Considerable time is 
spent using mathematical reasoning and 
logic to justify a solution to a problem 
or to extend from something known to 
something not yet known. These hands-
on strategies allow students to explore 
and manipulate materials as students 
develop mathematical understandings of 
math concept progression from concrete 
to pictorial to abstract thinking. Concepts 
and skills related to place value, fractions, 
decimals, time, geometry, patterns, 
measurement and relationships, money, 
and estimation are integrated into the 
curriculum.  Primary Mathematics builds 
deep mathematical understandings while 
providing an academically rigorous 
course of study. Grades K-5 use Primary 
Mathematics.  

SteM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
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and summarizations. The Lucy Calkins 
Writing Workshop is used in the JK – 
grade 5 language arts curriculum.  

MatheMaticS
The core of our math program is rooted 
in developing student number sense and 
flexibility with numbers and problem 
solving through integrating mental math, 
a deep understanding of our base ten 
number system, model drawing and 
fact fluency.  Our program emphasizes 
the development of place value, mental 
math and core conceptual understanding 
which helps students develop a strong, 
independent number sense. Model drawing 
is practiced daily as a visual approach 
to solve word problems more easily. 
Students learn to formulate problems 
mathematically and choose strategies 
for solving them using concepts and 
procedures appropriately.  Considerable 
time is spent using mathematical reasoning 
and logic to justify a solution to a problem 
or to extend from something known to 
something not yet known. These hands-
on strategies allow students to explore 
and manipulate materials as students 
develop mathematical understandings of 
math concept progression from concrete 
to pictorial to abstract thinking. Students 
in fourth grade study whole numbers 
to the millions, the four operations with 
whole numbers, fractions, geometry, 
area & perimeter, decimals, congruent 
and symmetric figures, graphics, data 
analysis, probability and measurement.  
Grades K-5 use the Primary Mathematics 
standards edition of Singapore curriculum.  

SteM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 

integrate and apply the teachings of 
Christ to their daily lives.  The Portraits of 
Faith biographies, scripture memorization, 
weekly chapel services, and interactive 
classroom experiences reinforce principles 
of Christian character such as honesty, 
fairness and selflessness. The ACSI 
Purposeful Design curriculum is used JK- 
grade 5.

Language artS
The fourth grade reading 
program is centered on the 
Reading Workshop model 
to build reading and critical 
thinking skills, as well as 
fluency and expression. Fourth 
grade learners explore 
genres such as realistic fiction, 
characterization, hybrid fiction 
and nonfiction, and social 
issues. Fourth grade students 
are individually assessed and 
instructed on their independent 
reading level where they read 
narrative and expository text 

with appropriate pacing, intonation and 
expression as they draw on a variety of 
comprehension strategies.  Higher-level 
comprehension strategies are modeled 
and taught using a whole group mini lesson, 
small strategy groups, and independent 
conferences.  Wide independent 
reading is required. A strong focus on 
vocabulary development throughout each 
unit of study is enhanced by classroom 
instruction utilizing the Vocabulary From 
Classical Roots curriculum. Students learn 
grammar fundamentals like the parts 
of sentences and how those parts work 
together to create a variety of sentences 
through the Shurley Grammar method. 
Mechanical skills and creative expression 
are enhanced through writing exercises 
that apply knowledge of sentence and 
paragraph development, punctuation, 
spelling and vocabulary.  The Lucy Calkins 
Writing Workshop is the foundation 
for our writing program where students 
produce written products that include 
personal and imaginative narratives, 
descriptions, nonfiction reports, reviews 

God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

Grade 3 STEM investigates the human 
body, simple machines, plants, and the 
solar system. Students also explore 
the engineering process through three 
engineering kits entitled: No Bones About 
It- Designing Knee Braces, Marvelous 
Machines- Making Work Easier, Thinking 
Inside the Box: Designing Plant Packages, 
Now You’re Cooking: Designing Solar 
Ovens.

SociaL StudieS
Utilizing the Nystrom hands-on curriculum, 
students learn important map and 
globe skills. Students learn and apply a 
variety of skills including concepts and 
skills needed to read maps and globes, 
utilizing a grid system, and distinguishing 
between different types of political, 
physical, and thematic maps. Students 
develop their visual literacy, expand 
their academic vocabulary, and learn 
to integrate knowledge and concepts 
through a biblical worldview, while 
sequentially developing geography skills. 
Students also experience a unit of study 
dedicated to understanding Charlotte 
and Mecklenburg County in the past and 
present. Not only do students learn in a 
classroom setting about Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County, but also through 
field trips to sites such as the Levine 
Museum of the New South, and the James 
K. Polk Museum, and a walking tour of 
Uptown Charlotte, which encourages the 
students’ awareness of social and political 
life, Christian citizenship, and civic pride.  

BiBLe
Third graders study the life of Christ, 
the early church and missions from the 
time of Paul until now while learning to 
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test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.  

Grade 4 STEM investigates and analyzes 
soils, rocks, and landforms, food and 
nutrition, magnetism and electricity, and 
oceans/phases of the moon. Students also 
explore the engineering process through 
four engineering kits entitled: A Stick in 
the Mud- Evaluating a Landscape, An 
Alarming Idea- Designing Alarm Circuits, 
The Attraction is Obvious- Designing 
Maglev Systems, and Taking the Plunge- 
Designing Submersibles.

SociaL StudieS
Utilizing the Nystrom hands-on curriculum, 
students continue their development of 
important map and globe skills. Students 
spend one semester exploring the land, 
water, people and places of the regions 
of the United States. During the second 
semester, fourth grade students explore 
North Carolina geography, history, 
economy and government. After an in-
depth study of our state capitol, fourth 
grade students enjoy a day exploring 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 

BiBLe
Fourth graders study the basic doctrines 
of the church, while learning to integrate 
and apply the teachings of Christ to their 
daily lives. Students study the scriptures 
to understand that God is omnipresent, 
omniscient, and omnipotent. Students also 
discover that the Bible is truth, is inspired, 
and endures. Fourth graders also learn 

how to use Bible study tools. The curriculum 
is enriched by scripture memorization 
and weekly chapel services. The ACSI 
Purposeful Design curriculum is used JK- 
grade 5.

Language artS
The fifth grade reading 
program is centered on the 
Reading Workshop model 
to build reading and critical 
thinking skills, as well as 
fluency and expression. Fifth 
grade learners explore 
genres such as realistic fiction, 
characterization, content 
focused nonfiction, and 
historical fiction. Fifth grade 
students are individually 
assessed and instructed on their 
independent reading level 
where they read narrative 

and expository text with appropriate 
pacing, intonation and expression as 
they draw on a variety of comprehension 
strategies.  Higher-level comprehension 
strategies are modeled and taught using 
a whole group mini lesson, small strategy 
groups, and independent conferences.  
Wide independent reading is required. A 
strong focus on vocabulary development 
throughout each unit of study is enhanced 
by classroom instruction utilizing the 
Vocabulary From Classical Roots 
Curriculum. The study of word origins helps 
determine the meaning of unknown words, 
and furthers usage of frequently used 
synonyms, antonyms and homographs. 
Students learn abstract, derived roots 
and affixes from Greek and Latin as 
they analyze meaning of complex words. 
Students learn grammar fundamentals 
like the parts of sentences and how 
those parts work together to create a 
variety of sentences through the Shurley 
Grammar method. Mechanical skills and 
creative expression are enhanced through 
writing exercises that apply knowledge 
of sentence and paragraph development, 
punctuation, spelling and vocabulary.  
The Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop is 
the foundation for our writing program 
where students produce written products 
that include personal narratives, realistic 

fiction stories, persuasive texts, reports, 
essays and summarizations. The Lucy 
Calkins Writing Workshop is used in the 
JK – grade 5 language arts curriculum.  

MatheMaticS
The core of our math program is rooted 
in developing student number sense and 
flexibility with numbers and problem 
solving through integrating mental math, 
a deep understanding of our base ten 
number system, model drawing and 
fact fluency.  Our program emphasizes 
the development of place value, mental 
math and core conceptual understanding 
which helps students develop a strong, 
independent number sense. Model drawing 
is practiced daily as a visual approach 
to solve word problems more easily. 
Students learn to formulate problems 
mathematically and choose strategies 
for solving them using concepts and 
procedures appropriately.  Considerable 
time is spent using mathematical reasoning 
and logic to justify a solution to a problem 
or to extend from something known to 
something not yet known. These hands-
on strategies allow students to explore 
and manipulate materials as students 
develop mathematical understandings of 
math concept progression from concrete 
to pictorial to abstract thinking. Instruction 
expands on the concepts and skills of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division of the whole number; metric 
and standard measurement; fractions 
and operations with fractions; decimals 
and operations with decimals; integers; 
percentages; geometry; statistics; 
probability; and beginning algebraic 
concepts. Developing math vocabulary is 
essential to each unit of study. Grades K-5 
use the Primary Mathematics standards 
edition of Singapore curriculum.  

SteM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
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on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life. 

Grade 5 STEM analyzes and evaluates 
mixtures and solutions, human body, 
rocketry, ecosystems, and severe weather. 
Students also explore the engineering 
process through four engineering kits 
entitled: Just Passing Through- Designing 
Model Membranes, A Slick Solution- 
Cleaning an Oil Spill and A Long Way 
Down- Designing Parachutes. 

SociaL StudieS
Utilizing the Nystrom hands-on curriculum, 
fifth graders develop a framework for 
understanding America’s history, with 
a focus on the history and geography 
of the United States. Units of study 
include three worlds meet, colonial 
America, a new nation, the United 
States Expands, civil war and change, 
and modern America. Students explore 
and compare geographical regions and 
trace the nation’s settlement. Emphasis is 
on the Revolutionary War, development 
and adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution, and 
Civil War. Instruction consistently reinforces 
the study skills of test taking, note taking, 
critical thinking, and cooperative learning. 
A highlight of the year’s study is a field 
trip to historic Charleston, South Carolina. 

BiBLe
Fifth graders study the Old Testament 
with an emphasis on choices and their 
consequences, while learning to integrate 
and apply the teachings of scripture 
to their daily lives. Some of the Old 
Testament stories that fifth graders study 
are Abraham trusts and obeys, Jacob is 
transformed, Moses serves God, Ruth is 
loyal, and Jeremiah perseveres. Students 
increase their knowledge of God’s truths 
as they memorize significant passages 
of scripture and attend weekly chapel 
services.

lower school
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technoLogy
The technology curriculum provides a project-based approach 
to learning.  The goal is to integrate classroom curriculum into 
the technology lab as much as possible.  Students integrate the 
use of information and communication technology to complete 
innovative theme-related activities.  The curriculum is a collection 
of technology projects that contain material to be used to 
facilitate the integration of current and emerging technologies 
and equip students to become moral and ethical digital citizens.  
The projects are designed to integrate a range of skills into 
student learning which include:  StarFall, KidPix 3D, Microsoft 
PowerPoint, Microsoft Exel, Prezi Zooming Presentations, Google 
Gmail, Google Drive, Keynote and Numbers.  

LEGO Education is included in the technology curriculum as well.  
The LEGO WeDo Education kit is used in first, second and third 
grade. This construction set is an easy-to-use set that introduces 
young students to robotics.  Students build LEGO models 
featuring working motors and sensors; program their models; 
and explore a series of cross-curricular, theme-based activities 
while developing their skills in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics.   LEGO MINDSTORMS Education EV3 is taught 
in fourth and fifth grade.  This LEGO core set enables students to 
build, program, and test their solutions based on real-life robotics 
technology.  Students are encouraged to collaborate in teams to 
brainstorm in order to find creative solutions to problems and then 
develop them through a process of selecting, building, testing, 
and evaluating.  

Keyboarding is also an essential part of technology.  Keyboarding 
skills are taught starting in kindergarten through fifth grade with 
the program Typing Pal Online.  Typing Pal Online is a 100% web-
based keyboarding tutor tailored to students’ needs.  The goal 
of this program is to boost your student’s written communication 
skills. 

WorLd LanguageS
Students begin instruction in Spanish and continue to build 
proficiency sequentially throughout their lower school years. 
Emphasis is on the communication skills of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing according to their grade levels. Visual, oral, 
kinesthetic and auditory models reinforce the different learning 
styles of the students in order to help them integrate the gradual 
acquisition of this language. Music and art projects done in 
class provide a fun method to reinforce the process of learning, 
based on the best practice and contextual situations related 
to students’ life and their environment. Students communicate 
through acquired words, sentences and idiomatic expressions 
organized in thematic units that are related to core curriculum 
such as Language Arts, Bible, Math, Geography, Social Studies 
and Health. They enhance their multi-cultural awareness through 
the celebration of the Multicultural Festival, and demonstrate 
and sharpen their skills by completing projects. Reinforce the 
process of learning through individual and group interaction, the 
recitation of Bible verses, worship songs, pledges and simple 
prayers in Spanish.

PhySicaL education
This program emphasizes continued motor and movement 
skill development, and the development of an appreciation 
for participation in physical activity while fostering habits of 
lifetime wellness and inclusive social skills.  Through individual, 
dual and group participation in physical activities, students 
increase understanding of the inter-relationship of physical, 
spiritual, emotional and social well-being.  They also work to 
set and achieve goals in personal, cooperative and competitive 
activities.  Students are guided to be leaders in encouraging 
positive attitudes and promoting peaceful conflict resolution. 
Learning encompasses basic knowledge of the physical and 
spiritual nature of the body, physical skills, and principles of 
well-being, positive social interactions and safety procedures.  

Media ServiceS
Students attend enrichment weekly in the media center to learn 
library skills and other lessons to enhance classroom instruction. 
Our lower school media specialist works closely with classroom 
teachers to plan ways to enhance upcoming units as well as 
ways to incorporate research and literature into their work in 
all subject areas. Students are also able to self-select and check 
out books of personal interest and/or resources that will enable 
them to complete assignments or acquire a more complete 
understanding of a concept covered in the classroom.  

the reading knights Program is an incentive program to 
encourage reading and instill a lifelong love of books in our 
lower school students.  The program aligns with the reading units 
in each grade level and is divided into quarters.  Each quarter 
students will read a certain number of books and record them 
on their Reading Knights’ log.  Students will be recognized at 
the end of each quarter in their media class for meeting their 
quarter goal.  Students who meet their goal all four quarters 
will be recognized in a special end-of-year chapel, with special 
recognition for students who have participated throughout their 
entire lower school experience.  

Summer reading is highly recommended and strongly 
encouraged because it is important for students to continue to 
read in their independent reading levels throughout the summer.  
A summer bookfest is held towards the end of the school year to 
provide students and families with recommended and required 
summer reading titles.website within the lower school section.

fine artS/PerforMing artS
A love for the arts is cultivated during the lower school experience. 
Junior kindergarten to third grade students participate in music 
as well as visual art classes. At the fourth and fifth grade 
levels, visual art instruction continues, and students are allowed 
to choose choir, strings, band or ACT 3, a by audition drama 
team, for their performing arts involvement. A more in-depth 
explanation of these areas follows:
art - This dynamic lower school program fosters children’s self-
esteem and confidence as they develop fine and gross motor 
skills, build aesthetic judgment, and experiment with an array 
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enrichment programs

of media such as pen and ink, pastels, oil pastels, clay, plaster, 
paint and mixed media. Students learn to communicate ideas, 
images and feelings in their works through an emphasis on 
process over product. Conceptualizing, technical skills and 
creativity are stressed so that students understand how God has 
gifted them individually and how they in turn can use art as an 
expression of those gifts.

Music/drama - Junior kindergarten through third grade 
students discover and experience musical concepts including 
rhythm, tempo, dynamics, pitch, reading simple musical notation 
and form.  Students develop and enhance musicianship through 
singing, rhythmic chanting, playing instruments, movement 
and games.  In addition, students will explore basic drama 
skills through movement, voice and character. Tapping into 
imaginations and building confidence, the dramatic elements of 
this class will allow students to explore the world of theatre while 
enhancing individual abilities. To prepare students for reading 
music in fourth grade, in the spring of third grade students are 
introduced to the soprano recorder.

Band - Grade five band also meets two times each week 
and students may audition to play instruments such as 
percussion, French horn and saxophone. Students learn to play 
countermelodies and harmonies with each other and perform at 
chapel, Christmas and Easter.

choir - Members of the fifth grade choir learn proper posture, 
breathing techniques, diction, rhythmic precision, dynamics, 
balance, musical expression, simple sight reading and solfeggio 
skills.  Emphasis is on developing habits to produce quality vocal 
sound and intonation. Students strive to achieve a beautiful 
unison sound and experiment with two/three part harmony.  
Choir students perform at chapels, Christmas, Grandparent’s 
Day, Easter and other Charlotte Christian community events. 

orchestra  - Student musicians in fifth grade work during 
rehearsals to learn and improve their knowledge of scales, 
rhythms, and playing as a member of an ensemble. During the 
school year, the orchestra will perform at chapels, Christmas and 
Easter. 

act 3 drama team - Charlotte Christian ACT 1(upper school), 
ACT 2 (middle school) and ACT 3 (lower school- fourth/
fifth grade) drama teams are award-winning audition-only 
competition drama teams which compose a mixture of theatrical 
ministry and competitive team as they perform in chapels, 
local churches and community venues, as well as attend various 
competitions and festivals throughout the year. Auditions are 
held each spring for the following year’s team.

LoWer SchooL enrichMent activitieS
The extracurricular after-school program offers classes 
to lower school students as an opportunity to broaden 
experiences and sharpen skills and talents.  Emphasis is 
placed on Christian character development, integrity, 
responsibility and concern for others.    Different classes 
may be offered depending on interest and availability.  It 
is our purpose that each student use these many and varied 
experiences to discover, develop, refine and excel with the 
wonderful talents God has given them so that Jesus Christ 
may be glorified in all things. These classes are available in 
several terms throughout the school year for an additional 
fee.

Intramural Athletic Programs are offered for lower 
school students to get involved in sports.  Opportunities 
are available each season including basketball and 
cheerleading.

Lower School theatre - Each spring, students in fourth and fifth 
grade mount an amazing musical that includes as many as 100 
cast members. Previous shows include Annie Jr., Disney’s Sleeping 
Beauty Kids, Alice in Wonderland, Stuart Little, Willy Wonka 
Kids and this year’s production Disney’s Aristocats Kids.

grade four Music Wheel - Grade Four students build upon 
previously learned musical concepts learned in earlier grades 
by singing and performing on instruments such as the ukulele, 
recorder, and Orff percussion. The music wheel consists of three 
sessions of instruction, each lasting twelve weeks: ukulele, chorus, 
and Orff percussion.  Over the course of this curriculum, students 
further develop their music reading skills and begin to develop 
hand coordination as they learn to play size appropriate wind, 
string and percussion instruments.  After successfully completing 
the music wheel curriculum, students are well prepared to make 
a confident decision about continuing their musical development 
by registering for band, chorus or orchestra at the middle school 
level.
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Charlotte Christian School is a Christ-centered, college preparatory school, 
equipping and developing students to effectively integrate Biblical truth and 

learning into their daily lives and to impact the culture for Christ.
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