
 
 
 

Grade 9 English Summer Assignment - 2017 
7301 Sardis Road – Charlotte, NC 28270 – (704) 366-5657 – (704) 366-5678 Fax – www.charlottechristian.com 

 
You have one summer reading novel to complete by the first day of class:  Lord of the Flies by William 
Golding. 
 
Please annotate your copy of Lord of the Flies using the following guidelines. 

 
Annotating 

 
 
What is Annotating? Marking the page as you read with comments and/or notes. 

 
Why Annotate?  To engage and dialogue with the text; to aid in understanding; to remind you of what 
you thought or how you reacted to text. Marking key ideas will enable you to discuss and refer to the 
reading with more support/ evidence than if you rely on memory. 

 
 

How to Annotate: 
• Highlight/underline key words, phrases, sentences-- or recurring words/ phrases/ sentences.  

o (Ex: words in a different font or italicized or set apart from rest of text) 
• Write questions or comments in the margins 
• Bracket important ideas or passages [ ] 
• Connect ideas with lines or arrows 
• Circe or highlight words that are unfamiliar 
• Emoticons to sum up your reactions (ex: ☺ ☹ ! ? * ) 

 
 
What to Annotate: 

• Character description  
• Literary elements (theme, imagery, symbolism, etc.) 
• Figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, etc.) 
• Rhetorical devices and style (tone, mood, syntax, main ideas, supportive devices, setting, conflict) 
• Diction (effective or unusual word choice, connotation, denotation) 
• Questions or connections to other texts that occur to you 
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Writing Assignment 
 

Using the annotations to guide you, choose a prevalent theme from Lord of the Flies.  
Watch ONE of the following movies and complete a comparison analysis essay. 

 
• The Hunger Games  
• The Hunger Games, Catching Fire 
• The Hunger Games, Mockingjay 
• The Maze Runner 
• Divergent (any in the series) 
• Disney’s Wall-E 
• Disney’s Up 

 
Take notes on the movie as you watch; think about the theme from Lord of the Flies and 
how you can see this theme also play out on the screen.   I would suggest watching it twice, 
using the second viewing to stop, take notes, and connect to the text.   
 
While I am sure you have written compare/contrast essays, do take notice that I’ve asked 
for a comparison analysis essay.  They are quite similar, but I want you to focus on how 
the movie and book are alike.  The analysis comes with telling me how the theme serves a 
bigger purpose, even though it is being shared from two different mediums and with many 
different characters.  For example, what is being portrayed about survival? Loss of 
innocence? Betrayal?  Be specific and purposeful in your writing - stay focused on the 
theme and don’t get caught up in every similar detail for this assignment.   
 
Suggestions: 
-make a list of theme similarities ( a t-chart would be helpful) 
-focus only on the theme similarities 
-rank the list from most obvious to least obvious 
-write about the top three examples 

 
 
 

Organize your essay with the following outline: 
 

• Paragraph #1: Hook and thesis  
• Paragraph #2: Example #1 from the book  (quote+page number)/ movie WITH 

COMMENTARY 
• Paragraph #3: Example #2 from the book  (quote+page number)/ movie WITH 

COMMENTARY 
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• Paragraph #4: Example #3 from the book (quote+page number)/ movie WITH 
COMMENTARY 

• Paragraph #5: Conclusion (answers the ‘so what?’ question) 
 
Please note that this is not the only (or maybe even best) way to write a comparison 
essay.  There are so many different styles and formats and it’s all on my list of things to 
show you this coming school year.  For now, just stick to the given outline and do your best 
to write a complete, concise analysis. 
 
Save the essay to your Charlotte Christian Google Drive account.  We will upload 
them to TurnItIn on Canvas on the first day of class. 
 
I am so excited to meet each one of you next year! Until then, happy reading, happy 
watching, and happy summer! 
-MrsW 
 
“Don’t let schooling interfere with your education.” 
Mark Twain 
 
 


