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Each rising sophomore should read Arthur Miller's The Crucible and keep a double-entry reaction journal of 
fifty entries with excerpts balanced from throughout the play. The excerpts should show that the student 
encountered the entirety of the text.  Each reaction should be twenty words or more.  Do not share 
excerpts or reactions with other students.  Save the journal as a Word document, and be ready to submit it 
to Mr. Ector on the first day of class.  He will prepare a turnitin.com assignment through Canvas for your 
submission. 
 
An example from Caroline White’s double-entry journal on My Antonia by Willa Cather follows: 

 

“I had the feeling that the world was left 
behind, that we had gone over the edge of it” 
(Book 1, Chapter 1). 

Jim feels like he is in a different world after 
taking in the barren landscape around him. 
There is a tone of loneliness in this part of the 
book. 

“I remembered that my father had been her 
little boy; she must often have come to wake 
him like this when he overslept” (Book 1, 
Chapter 2). 

This is the second time that Jim has mentioned 
his parents. He does not seem sad about their 
deaths and describes their demises with a 
matter-of-fact tone. 

“The thing one immediately noticed about him 
was his beautiful, crinkly, snow-white 
beard…His bald crown only made it more 
impressive” (Book 1, Chapter 2). 

I find it interesting that Jim thinks that his 
grandfather’s beard and baldness are 
impressive. It is interesting how standards for 
looks have changed today. 

“The light air about me told me that the world 
ended here” (Book 1, Chapter 2). 

This is the second time the setting has been 
described as the end of the world. I wonder if 
this has any significance to the story. 

“They were big and warm and full of light, 
like the sun shining on brown pools in the 
wood” (Book 1, Chapter 3). 

Jim goes into great detail describing the 
Bohemian girl’s eyes which leads me to 
believe that he is attracted to her and a 
romance might occur. 

 
 
Cather, Willa. My Antonia. www.gutenberg.org/files/242/242-h/242-h.htm. 
 


