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mission
Charlotte Christian School is a Christ-centered, 
college preparatory school, equipping and 
developing students to effectively integrate 
Biblical truth and learning into their daily lives 
and to impact the culture for Christ. 

charlotte christian
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philosophy

The goal of Charlotte Christian School is to equip students academically, spiritually and experientially – to maximize 
their God-given talents.  Charlotte Christian differentiates itself as a college preparatory school committed to the 
oneness of Christ and scholarly excellence.  The Christian identity of the school provides a strong foundation for, 
and lends distinctiveness to, its academics, athletics, arts and extracurricular activities.  This foundation builds on 
the following principles:

 • All truth and knowledge come from God.

 • The rigorous pursuit of knowledge is scholarship.

 • Scholarship develops exceptional thinkers and learners.

 • Exceptional thinkers and learners exemplify academic excellence.

 • Academic excellence grounded in God’s truth leads to wisdom.

 • Wisdom in God’s truth leads to discernment.

 • Discernment prepares students to impact the culture for Christ.

why are we here?

 • Spiritually:  developing a Biblical worldview in our students and mentoring them in their walk with Christ.

 • Academically:  preparing our students for institutions of higher learning with a rigorous program.

 • Financially:  establishing a stable and sustainable school for generations to come.

Philosophy
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Lower School
The lower school nurtures children in mind, body and spirit.  They are engaged in learning 
through a rich array of educational experiences.  A carefully aligned academic curriculum, 
developmentally appropriate enrichment activities, and an experienced, caring faculty and 
staff create an environment where children thrive in spirit as they grow in knowledge. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS
The language arts program in 
junior kindergarten develops 
a strong phonetic foundation, 
exposes the students to a 
wealth of developmentally 
appropriate literature, 
encourages and models 
strong language concepts, 
and develops early emergent 
reading skills.  Students 
understand a number of 
letter-sound relationships and 
recognize some common sight 
words.  Listening skills, picture 
and storybooks, literature and 

oral language activities are all used to 
develop comprehension skills, sequencing 
concepts, and recollection of details.  
Writing opportunities involve group oral 
experience stories, interactive writing, 
writing workshop, journal creations, and 
individual dictation of stories and ideas.  
Vocabulary and knowledge of the world 
is extended to include words important to 
school work and daily life.  Handwriting 
and fine motor skills are taught using the 
Handwriting Without Tears curriculum.  
Cooking, art, music and creative 
activities support and extend the Junior 
Kindergarten Language Arts program.  
The Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop is 
used in the JK – grade 8 language arts 
curriculum.  

MATHEMATICS
This activity-rich program incorporates 
manipulatives, movement, literature and 
music.  Students practice problem-solving 
and build thinking skills as they apply math 
to other disciplines (such as science) and 
to daily life activities (such as cooking). 
Major components of the curriculum include 
number sense and numeration, position, 
patterning, classification, comparison, 
measurement, geometry, time, money, 
simple addition and subtraction, and 
estimation.  Developing math vocabulary 
essential to each unit of study.  Daily 
calendar studies provide opportunities to 
enrich and reinforce basic math concepts. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
The kindergarten language 
arts program implements 
Phonics First, an interactive, 
explicit, sequential, approach 
to reading and spelling. 
Lessons engage the visual, 
auditory, tactile, and 
kinesthetic sensory pathways 
simultaneously to master 
sound-symbol recognition 
and decoding skills.  This is 
combined with daily instruction 
in phonemic awareness.  
Students build comprehension 
strategies and fluency through 

guided reading, shared reading, and 
read alouds.  Interactive writing lessons 
as well as writing workshops enable 
students to become independent writers. 
Handwriting and fine motor skills are 
taught using the Handwriting Without 
Tears curriculum.  The Lucy Calkins Writing 
Workshop is used in the JK – grade 8 
language arts curriculum.  
 
MATHEMATICS
Manipulative materials and hands-on, 
developmentally appropriate activities 
heighten the kindergartener’s problem-
solving, math reasoning and critical 
thinking abilities.  The math curriculum 
establishes developmental links and 
challenges students through the study of 
number sense and numeration including 
whole numbers, counting and writing 
in sequence, addition, subtraction, 
geometry, graphing, money, time, simple 
fractions, measurement (metric and non-
metric), place value, the calendar, and 
classification and properties of objects.  
Developing math vocabulary essential to 
each unit of study along with developing 
an understanding of the relationships 
between numbers are essential parts 
of the daily lessons.  Grades K-5 use 
Singapore Math.  
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STEM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

JK STEM develops the child’s inquiry and 
observation skills through the study of 
properties, healthy foods, animals, plants, 
and weather.  

SOCIAL STUDIES
In social studies, students learn their roles 
as members of a family, community and 
world.  They grow in their understanding 
and appreciation of self, family, and 
others by exploring community activities, 
relationships, and their own identity.  

BIBLE 
Junior kindergarten Bible instruction 
explores the themes of God’s love for all 
of His students and the Bible as the source 
of all truth.  Daily prayer and devotions 
are complemented by weekly chapel 
services and service projects throughout 
the year.
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LANGUAGE ARTS
The first grade language 
arts program uses the CAFÉ 
strategies.  CAFÉ is an acronym 
standing for Comprehension, 
Accuracy, Fluency, and 
Expand Vocabulary.   During 
guided reading groups and 
individual conferences, the 
students are taught, assessed, 
and grow in each area.   
Using the Daily Five system, 
students practice reading and 
writing daily.  Phonics First 
and Phonemic Awareness are  
interactive, explicit, sequential 

programs grounding the students in sound-
symbol recognition and decoding skills.  
A literacy highlight is daily class read 
alouds and shared readings showcasing 
various authors, themes, and strategies.  
The Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop is 
the foundation for our writing program 
using both interactive writing lessons and 
workshops.  

MATHEMATICS
The core of our math program is rooted in 
Singapore math integrating mental math, 
number sense, and fact fluency.  Our math 
block includes: a lesson, hands-on math 
activities, interactive SmartBoard games, 
math talks, and model drawing.  Key 
topics include: Numbers to 100, Number 
Bonds, Addition, Subtraction, Position, 
Shapes, Measurement, Comparing, 
Graphs, Fractions, and Money.  

STEM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
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STEM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

K STEM furthers the child’s development 
of inquiry and observation skills through 
the study of solids and liquids, animals, 
wood, paper and fabrics, and seasons

SOCIAL STUDIES
The Harcourt Horizons curriculum focuses 
on foundational concepts and skills of 
history and geography through the 
integration of multicultural experiences 
based on traditions, God’s unique 
creation of each student, and compassion 
for others.  Topics of study are School 
Time Follow the Rules, My Place on Earth, 
Looking at People, Long Ago & Today, 
and Workers All Around.

BIBLE 
The Bible is the center of daily activities 
as the students study Old and New 
Testament stories using Positive Action For 
Christ.  Students participate in weekly 
chapel activities as well as daily prayer 
and classroom devotions, and reach out 
to others through local and international 
mission activities.

knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

Grade 1 STEM studies light/eye, soil 
science, animals, plants, and balance and 
motion. 

BIBLE
By studying Bible leaders in the Old and 
New Testament, we learn how God gives 
each of us unique talents and abilities.  
Weekly chapel, scripture memorization, 
and regular classroom devotions are 
important features of the Bible program.  
Students learn to pray and apply biblical 
concepts to conflict resolution.  First 
graders apply the lessons taught by 
participating in several mission projects.  
These include leading a chapel, making 
shoeboxes to share, and wrapping eating 
utensils for the homeless.  Character traits 
are introduced during weekly chapel and 
students are taught real life application in 
the classroom.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Second grade social studies complements 
language arts by focusing on communities 
and America, past and present.  Through 
this curriculum, students develop a love 
of learning, the conviction that personal 
actions make a difference, and a 
comprehension of our democratic society’s 
history, geography, and Christian values.

BIBLE
An Old Testament study of Godly men 
and women  lead to an appreciation and 
application of life experiences where 
students learn  the fruits of making wise 
choices that follow biblical principles 
focusing on the need for a personal 
relationship with a personal Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Praying for families, friends and 
children around the world, especially in 
the 10/40 prayer window, highlights the 
importance of caring and reaching out to 
the needs of others.

used to visualize and construct concrete 
pictures to understand the word problem.  
Students are encouraged to be conscious 
of the strategies they use to accomplish 
a task.  Teaching strands focus on the 
following concepts; number sense and 
numeration; whole number operations 
and computation; fractions; geometry; 
time; money; and patterns.  Mental math 
strategies, logical reasoning, and critical 
thinking are incorporated into each strand. 

STEM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

Grade 2 STEM explores states of matter, 
sound/ear, healthy living, animals and 
insects, and weather. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
The second grade literacy 
curriculum develops critical 
thinking skills and strengthens 
comprehension strategies 
through selected stories 
from reading anthologies, 
enrichment literature, leveled 
books and classic novels.  
Students rotate through five 
strategic components called 
The Daily Five – (listening, 
reading independently, 
reading to someone, writing 
and word study) focusing on 
Comprehension, Accuracy, 

Fluency, and Expansion of Vocabulary 
(CAFÉ) to strengthen and expand 
differentiated skills.  Novels integrated 
throughout correspond to units of study 
expand skill application and generate an 
excitement and a love for reading.

Phonics reviews and builds on first grade 
with an emphasis on regular spelling 
patterns, application of basic syllabication 
rules, decoding of multi-syllable words,  
recognition of common abbreviations,  
correct usage of regular and irregular 
plurals, and verbs. Red words (high 
frequency words) are mastered throughout 
each quarter. Parts of speech, sentence 
variation and structure, usage and 
mechanics are emphasized. These critical 
communication skills are integrated into 
all subjects. Writing workshop elements 
from Lucy Calkins are incorporated into 
the writing genres students explore during 
the year.

MATHEMATICS
Singapore Math uses a variety of hands 
on materials and games to develop 
mathematical understanding of concepts 
progressing from concrete to pictorial 
and finally to abstract thinking.  A 
solid foundation is established through 
number bonds, math talks, fact fluency 
and mental math strategies.  Model 
drawing is a problem solving strategy 
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LANGUAGE ARTS
The third grade reading 
program is centered around 
the Reading Workshop 
model to build reading and 
critical thinking skills, as well 
as fluency and expression. 
Third grade learners explore 
themes such as friendship, 
biographies, and pioneer 
days. Our reading program 
includes novel studies to 
generate excitement, desire, 
curiosity and love for Christian 
and classical literature.  
Third grade learners read 
narrative and expository text 

with appropriate pacing, intonation and 
expression as they draw on a variety of 
comprehension strategies.  Higher-level 
comprehension strategies are modeled 
and taught using a variety of techniques.  
Wide independent reading is required.  
Students expand and apply phonics 
knowledge and develop vocabulary.  
Mechanical skills and creative expression 
are enhanced through writing exercises 
that apply knowledge of sentence and 
paragraph development, punctuation, 
spelling and vocabulary.  Written 
products include biographies, narratives, 
descriptions, reports, reviews and 
summarizations using Lucy Calkins.

MATHEMATICS
Singapore Math emphasizes the 
development of place value, mental math 
and core conceptual understanding which 
helps students develop a strong number 
sense. Model drawing is practiced daily 
as a visual approach to solve word 
problems more easily. Students learn 
to formulate problems mathematically 
and choose strategies for solving 
them using concepts and procedures 
appropriately.  Considerable time is 
spent using mathematical reasoning and 
logic to justify a solution to a problem 
or to extend from something known to 
something not yet known. These hands-
on strategies allow students to explore 
and manipulate materials as students 
develop mathematical understandings of 
math concept progression from concrete 
to pictorial to abstract thinking.  Model 
drawing is practiced daily to as a visual 
approach to solve word problems more 
easily.  Concepts and skills related to 
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fractions, decimals, time, geometry, 
patterns, measurement and relationships, 
money, and estimation are integrated into 
the curriculum.  

STEM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.

Grade 3 STEM investigates the human 
body, simple machines, plants, and the 
solar system. 

SOCIAL STUDIES
The primary goal of third grade is to 
encourage a love of learning, a conviction 
that personal actions make a difference, 
and an understanding and appreciation 
for history, geography, and Christian 
values and traditions in a democratic 
society.  The curriculum plans are 
designed to accomplish two objectives:  
to develop a deeper understanding of 
local, state, and national communities 
and governments, and to develop an 
understanding of how the communities of 
other countries have affected our lives 
and history. The growth of Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County is studied by visiting 
historical sites such as the Levine Museum 
of the New South, and the James K. Polk 
Museum, which encourages the students’ 
awareness of social and political life, 
Christian citizenship, and civic pride.  

BIBLE
The parables, miracles, and life of Christ 
from the gospels are brought to life in this 
curriculum.  In Acts, students see how Paul 
and other missionaries spread the gospel.  
Students learn to integrate and apply the 
teachings of Christ to their daily lives.  The 
Portraits of Faith biographies, scripture 
memorization, weekly chapel services, 
and interactive classroom experiences 
reinforce principles of Christian character 
such as honesty, fairness and selflessness.
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engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life.  

Grade 4 STEM investigates and analyzes 
soils, rocks, and landforms, food and 
nutrition, magnetism and electricity, and 
oceans/phases of the moon.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Fourth grade students explore North 
Carolina geography, history, economy 
and government.  They learn about the 
Native Americans and Europeans who 
were early inhabitants of the area.  Field 
trips to Reed Gold Mine, Latta Plantation 
and Old Salem enhance learning and 
reinforce units of study.  

BIBLE
In fourth grade, students explore biblical 
principles such as salvation and the Holy 
Spirit.  As students gain understanding, 
they are able to apply biblical lessons 
to their lives.  The curriculum is enriched 
by scripture memorization and weekly 
chapel services.  Positive Action Bible 
Curriculum:  Building Life Castles.  These 
studies include the life of Christ from the 
Gospels; a study of the Holy Spirit from 
the gospels, Acts, and the Epistles; an 
understanding of how Christian character 
develops using Paul’s epistles and the life 
of Paul from the book of Acts. 

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics instruction in the fourth grade 
focuses on developing and supporting 
learners who are critical thinkers and 
problem solvers, along with an emphasis 
in collaborating with others.  Instruction 
is focused on supporting students to 
understand the “why” of mathematics 
before the “how”.  This is done through 
using manipulatives to represent concepts 
then students are moved from the 
pictorial representations to the algometric 
expressions.  Daily in class students 
complete their Singapore Math lesson, 
hold Math conversations to build mental 
math skills, practice facts to ensure fluency 
and complete model drawing problems.  
Students in fourth grade study whole 
numbers to the millions, the four operations 
with whole numbers, fractions, geometry, 
area & perimeter, decimals, congruent 
and symmetric figures, graphics, data 
analysis, probability and measurement.  
Grades K-5 use the Primary Mathematics 
standards edition of Singapore curriculum.  

STEM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 

LANGUAGE ARTS
The fourth grade program, 
which utilizes the SRA/Open 
Court text, builds discernment 
as it explores literary themes 
such as risks and consequences, 
communication, a changing 
America, and survival.  The 
literary study also fosters 
critical thinking and inquiry 
skills vital to research and 
cross-curricular understanding.  
To stimulate vocabulary 
growth, students apply their 
knowledge of word origins, 
derivations, synonyms, 

antonyms and idioms to determine 
meanings of unknown words and phrases.  
A variety of comprehension strategies 
is also employed to aid in prediction, 
comparison and contrast, and drawing 
conclusions as fourth grade learners 
read a diverse array of challenging 
literature.  Communication skills are 
furthered through the writing mechanics 
and composition process.  Grammatical 
parts of speech, sentences, correct 
usage, capitalization, and punctuation 
are stressed.  Fluency, richness of content 
,and personal voice emerge as students 
become more practiced and confident in 
their expressive abilities.  Visual memory 
skills and vocabulary enhancement are 
aided through a spelling program that 
focuses on the meaning and use of words, 
phonetic principles, and spelling rule 
exceptions.  Students read widely and 
independently.  Our reading program 
also includes novel studies to generate 
an excitement, a desire, a curiosity and a 
love for Christian and classical literature.  
Novels include The Magician’s Nephew, by 
C.S. Lewis, , Tale of Despereaux by Kate 
DiCamillo, and My Side of the Mountain 
by Jean Craighead George.  The Lucy 
Calkins Writing Workshop, Ralph Fletcher 
materials, and Empowering Writers are 
used in the fourth grade writing program.  
The Shurley method of instruction is used 
to teacher grammar.
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LANGUAGE ARTS
The fifth grade language arts 
program integrates social 
studies and science with units 
such as Making a New Nation, 
Cooperation and Competition, 
and Heritage through SRA/
Open Court text. Personal 
and collaborative inquiry 
skills are heightened using 
varied technologies and 
research methods to assess, 
assimilate and communicate 
data and develop vocabulary 
through the Sadlier Oxford 
vocabulary workshop. The 

study of word origins helps determine the 
meaning of unknown words, and furthers 
usage of frequently used synonyms, 
antonyms and homographs. Students 
learn abstract, derived roots and affixes 
from Greek and Latin as they analyze 
meaning of complex words. Students 
learn comprehension strategies through 
leveled independent reading and 
collaborative novel groups. A variety of 
comprehension strategies is employed 
including prediction, identification of 
the main idea and supporting details, 
summarization, questioning, making 
inferences and visualizing. Various 
novel studies incorporate these reading 
comprehension skills as well. The Lucy 
Calkins Writing Workshop is used in the 
JK-grade 8 language arts curriculum. 
Through the implantation of the Lucy 
Calkins Writing Program, teachers 
instruct students on the development of 
narrative, essay and descriptive Writings. 
The Shurley Grammar program includes 
parts of speech, sentences, proper usual, 
capitalization and punctuation.

MATHEMATICS
Students learn that math is a means to an 
end, and that problem-solving, reasoning, 
logic and computation are the skills and 
tools for arriving at the appropriate 
end. The reliability of these processes 
help students understand order in the 
universe God has created. These hands-
on strategies allow students to explore 
and manipulate materials as students 
develop mathematical understandings of 

math concept progression from concrete 
to pictorial to abstract thinking. Instruction 
expands on the concepts and skills of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division of the whole number; metric 
and British measurement; fractions 
and operations on fractions; decimals 
and operations on decimals; integer; 
percentages; geometry; statistics; 
probability; and beginning algebraic 
concepts. It will incorporate mental math 
strategies. Developing math vocabulary is 
essential to each unit of study. Grades K-5 
use the SRA Real Math and the Singapore 
Math programs. Math Lab is a hands-on 
class for the Singapore students. Ipads 
are used in class to reinforce math facts 
and problem solving.

STEM
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics.  STEM 
education equips students to be life-
long learners through modeling many 
real-world project oriented tasks.  The 
STEM program is a combination of 
three strong curriculums: Foss, Delta, 
and Boston Museum of Science. Hands-
on investigations include exploratory 
learning through utilizing the scientific 
method to question, form a hypothesis, 
test the hypothesis, record data, and 
come to a conclusion. Students also learn 
and utilize the engineering design process 
(ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve) 
to become scientists, technicians, engineers 
and mathematicians and to gain the 
knowledge they need for the future.  
During each STEM Lab, students examine 
concepts and misconceptions in light of 
God’s perspective found in His Word. It is 
our task to bring together new information 
from such subjects as science, technology, 
engineering and math.  Then we must align 
that information with God’s perspective in 
order to help our students not only view 
life coherently and biblically but also 
ultimately hold firmly to a personally 
accepted biblical philosophy of life. 

Grade 5 STEM analyzes and evaluates 
mixtures and solutions, human body, 
rocketry, ecosystems, and severe weather.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Fifth graders focus on the history and 
geography of the United States. They 
explore and compare geographical 
regions and trace the nation’s settlement. 
Emphasis is on the Revolutionary War, 
development and adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution, and Civil War. Reasoning 
and opinion are encouraged through 
multicultural and citizenship thinking, 
discussion, writing, and debate. Students 
grow in their understanding and 
appreciation of characteristics that 
constitute good citizenship. Instruction 
consistently reinforces the study skills of 
test-taking, note-taking, listening and 
organizing information. A highlight of 
the year’s study is a field trip to historic 
Charleston, South Carolina.

BIBLE
The fifth grade curriculum expands 
students’ understanding of Biblical 
principles and their persona applications. 
An analysis of Godly character traits is 
based on a study of the life of Christ and 
other biblical figures. Students receive 
character traits during the school year 
that reinforce the Godly character taught 
in the curriculum. Students attend filed 
trip that reinforce evangelism and Christ-
centered community service. Students 
increase their knowledge of God’s truths 
as they memorize significant passages 
of scripture and attend weekly chapel 
services.

STUDY SKILLS
The Study Right curriculum is a biblically 
based program that teaches test-taking 
strategies, listening skills and time 
management as exemplified through the 
life of Christ.
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COMPUTER 
Lower school technology is provided once a week for junior 
kindergarten through fifth grade students.   The computer 
curriculum provides a project-based approach to learning.  The 
goal is to integrate classroom curriculum into the computer lab 
as much as possible.  Students integrate the use of information 
and communication technology to complete innovative theme-
related activities.  TechnoKids computer curriculum is a collection 
of technology projects that contain material to be used to 
promote computer literacy with the goal to prepare students for 
the digital age.  The projects are designed to integrate a range 
of skills into student learning which include:  word processing, 
databases, desktop publishing, and graphics, Internet Explorer, 
Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Power Point, and 
Microsoft Paint.  The projects start in kindergarten with simple 
concepts and skills:  parts of the computer, getting to know the 
mouse, point and click, and progress through the grades to then 
finally being able to create their own TechnoHero Power Point 
project in the fifth grade.  Junior kindergarten, kindergarten and 
first grade have the opportunity to develop their computer skills 
with the Kidpixs program.  Keyboarding is also an essential part 
of computers.  Keyboarding skills are taught in third, fourth, and 
fifth grade with the programs Dance Mat and Type to Learn 3.  

WORLD LANGUAGES
Students begin instruction in Spanish and continue to build 
proficiency sequentially throughout their lower school years. 
Emphasis is on the communication skills of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing according to their grade levels. Visual, oral, 
kinesthetic and auditory models reinforce the different learning 
styles of the students in order to help them integrate the gradual 
acquisition of this language. Music and art projects done in 
class provide a fun method to reinforce the process of learning, 
based on the best practice and contextual situations related 
to students’ life and their environment. Students communicate 
through acquired words, sentences and idiomatic expressions 
organized in thematic units that are related to core curriculum 
such as Language Arts, Bible, Math, Geography, Social Studies 
and Health. They enhance their multi-cultural awareness through 
the celebration of the Multicultural Festival, and demonstrate 
and sharpen their skills by completing projects. Reinforce the 
process of learning through individual and group interaction, the 
recitation of Bible verses, worship songs, pledges and simple 
prayers in Spanish.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
This program emphasizes continued motor and movement skill 
development, and the development of an appreciation for 
participation in physical activity while fostering habits of lifetime 
wellness and inclusive social skills.  Through individual, dual and 
group participation in physical activities, students increase 

understanding of the inter-relationship of physical, spiritual, 
emotional and social well-being.  They also work to set and 
achieve goals in personal, cooperative and competitive 
activities.  Students are guided to be leaders in encouraging 
positive attitudes and promoting peaceful conflict resolution. 
Learning encompasses basic knowledge of the physical and 
spiritual nature of the body, physical skills, and principles of 
well-being, positive social interactions and safety procedures.

MEDIA SERVICES
Students are scheduled to visit the media center weekly in 
order to check out books for leisure reading and/or books that 
will enable them to complete assignments or acquire a more 
complete understanding of a concept covered in the classroom.  
The media center sponsors or supports three reading incentive 
programs in order to encourage reading by all students.  
Students may participate in one or all three.

Accelerated Reader by Renaissance Learning is a nationally 
recognized program proven to improve reading skills through 
directed practice.  Each student is encouraged to read books 
in his/her individual zone of proximal development—a range 
that is not too easy nor is it too challenging.  These zones are 
identified through STAR testing which is given periodically in 
computer class.  The initial STAR test determines a baseline.  
Subsequent STAR tests measure progress.  A reader takes an 
Accelerated Reader quiz following the completion of an AR 
book in his/her zone.  The student receives immediate feedback 
on how well he/she understood the book.  The school subscribes 
to Renaissance Enterprise.  This subscription allows Charlotte 
Christian students to quiz on any Accelerated Reader book. 

Reading Knights is a reading incentive program designed by 
the school to inspire students to read a wide variety of literature 
and to share what he/she learns through a variety of means 
including oral reports, written reports, annotated bibliographies, 
and projects.  There are six levels in the program with small 
incentives at each level.  A recognition ceremony during the 
final chapel of the school year provides an opportunity to 
recognize students for his/her accomplishments and to receive a 
celebratory incentive.  More details can be found on the school 
website within the lower school section.

Summer Reading is not only highly recommended, but also, is 
strongly encouraged. It is important for students to continue to 
read in their zones throughout the summer to maintain gains or 
to progress even more.  Students read books of their choices 
during the summer months.  To encourage consistent reading 
throughout the summer, students are given small incentives for 
reading three or more books.
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enrichment programs

FINE ARTS/PERFORMING ARTS
A love for the arts is cultivated during the lower school experience. 
Junior kindergarten to third grade students participate in music 
as well as visual art classes. At the fourth and fifth grade 
levels, visual art instruction continues, and students are allowed 
to choose choir, strings, band or ACT 3, a by audition drama 
team, for their performing arts involvement. A more in-depth 
explanation of these areas follows:

Art - This dynamic lower school program fosters children’s self-
esteem and confidence as they develop fine and gross motor 
skills, build aesthetic judgment, and experiment with an array 
of media such as pen and ink, pastels, oil pastels, clay, plaster, 
paint and mixed media. Students learn to communicate ideas, 
images and feelings in their works through an emphasis on 
process over product. Conceptualizing, technical skills and 
creativity are stressed so that students understand how God has 
gifted them individually and how they in turn can use art as an 
expression of those gifts.

Music/Drama - Junior kindergarten through third grade 
students discover and experience musical concepts including 
rhythm, tempo, dynamics, pitch, reading simple musical notation 
and form.  Students develop and enhance musicianship through 
singing, rhythmic chanting, playing instruments, movement 
and games.  In addition, students will explore basic drama 
skills through movement, voice and character. Tapping into 
imaginations and building confidence, the dramatic elements of 
this class will allow students to explore the world of theatre while 
enhancing individual abilities. 

Band - Grade four band is an introductory instrumental class 
that meets two times each week where students learn to play 
the flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone or baritone. Students who 
take private instruction may also begin on French horn, baritone, 
oboe, bassoon, and tuba.  Grade five band also meets two times 
each week and students may audition to play instruments such as 
percussion, French horn and saxophone. Students learn to play 
countermelodies and harmonies with each other and perform at 
chapel, Christmas and Easter.

Choir - Members of the fourth and fifth grade choir learn 
proper posture, breathing techniques, diction, rhythmic precision, 
dynamics, balance, musical expression, simple sight reading and 
solfeggio skills.  Emphasis is on developing habits to produce 
quality vocal sound and intonation. Students strive to achieve 
a beautiful unison sound and experiment with two/three 
part harmony.  Choir students perform at chapels, Christmas, 
Grandparent’s Day, Easter and other Charlotte Christian 
community events. 

LOWER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
The extracurricular after-school program offers classes 
to lower school students as an opportunity to broaden 
experiences and sharpen skills and talents.  Emphasis is 
placed on Christian character development, integrity, 
responsibility and concern for others.    Different classes 
may be offered depending on interest and availability.  It 
is our purpose that each student use these many and varied 
experiences to discover, develop, refine and excel with the 
wonderful talents God has given them so that Jesus Christ 
may be glorified in all things. These classes are available in 
several terms throughout the school year for an additional 
fee.

Intramural Athletic Programs are offered for lower 
school students to get involved in sports.  For girls, 
intramural volleyball is available in the fall and intramural 
cheerleading is in the winter season.  Both boys and girls 
have the opportunity to participate in intramural basketball 
in the winter.

Orchestra  - Students may become a part of the lower school 
orchestra in grade four and may choose to play violin, viola, 
cello, or bass. Students will begin learning important music 
fundamentals such as reading notes and rhythms, correct 
playing posture and instrument technique, and proper care and 
maintenance of their instrument. In grade five, student musicians 
work during rehearsals to learn and improve their knowledge 
of scales, rhythms, and playing as a member of an ensemble. 
During the school year, the orchestra will perform at chapels, 
Christmas and Easter. 

ACT 3 Drama Team - Charlotte Christian ACT 1(upper school), 
ACT 2 (middle school) and ACT 3 (lower school- fourth/
fifth grade) drama teams are award-winning audition-only 
competition drama teams which compose a mixture of theatrical 
ministry and competitive team as they perform in chapels, 
local churches and community venues, as well as attend various 
competitions and festivals throughout the year. Auditions are 
held each spring for the following year’s team.

Lower School Theatre - Each spring, student in fourth and fifth 
grade mount an amazing musical that includes as many as 100 
cast members. Previous shows include Annie Jr., Disney’s Sleeping 
Beauty Kids, Alice in Wonderland, Stuart Little, Willy Wonka 
Kids and this year’s production Disney’s Aristocats Kids. 
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Middle School
The middle school offers young adolescents an academically challenging, 
developmentally appropriate curriculum in a safe, nurturing, Christ-centered 
environment.
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grade 6
 • Bible  
 • Exploratory: Computer Applications I, French, Latin and Spanish
 • Language Arts
 • Math* (Math 6 or Advanced Math 6)
 • Physical Education
 • Science
 • Social Studies
 • Fine Arts Elective

grade 7
 • Bible
 • World Languages (French 7, Latin 7 or Spanish 7)
 • Language Arts
 • Life Science
 • Math* (Math 7, Pre-Algebra or Algebra)
 • Physical Education/Health
 • Social Studies
 • Elective

grade 8
 • Bible
 • Earth Science
 • World Languages (French 8, Latin 8 or Spanish 8)
 • Language Arts
 • Math* (Pre-Algebra, Algebra I or Geometry)
 • Physical Education/Health
 • Social Studies
 • Elective

*Mathematics placement is based on a composite score that takes into account 
math aptitude as well as demonstrated ability and math interest. The following 
components are considered:  ERB Quantitative Ability Score; ERB Math Score;
Math Assessment Test; Pre-requisite mathematics experience; current academic 
performance.

2013-14 middle school course requirements by grade
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BIBLE
The class is a one year study of the entire Bible.  Its textbook Route 66 fits together the pieces of the story of the Bible.  It provides sixth 
graders an aerial view of God’s word and work in order to prepare them to understand scripture and scriptural principles as a whole.  
Each of the 66 books is introduced by their context, especially in relationship to the other books in the Bible.  This study will help students 
examine their life and growth in understanding Christ.  

EXPLORATORY
Exploratory is a year-long course broken into four quarterly sessions focusing on Computer Applications I, French, Latin and Spanish.

 COMPUTER APPLICATIONS I 
 Students will receive intensive keyboard training and the fundamentals of word processing will be taught using Microsoft Word.   
 Students will also learn to use the Inspiration software program to complete graphic organizers.  Computer projects will 
 integrate the curriculum in sixth  grade core classes giving students the skills to enhance their academic work.

 WORLD LANGUAGES
 World Languages introduces students to the unique qualities of three language options: French, Latin and Spanish.  In addition 
 to vocabulary and basic oral skills, students will experience the cultural and traditional aspects of each language. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
Language Arts emphasizes skills essential to critical thinking, appreciation of literature, and effective communication. Students explore 
literary genres while advancing their skills in grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension and written expression. Students cultivate a 
sense of the interdisciplinary nature of knowledge through Biblical integration, the reading of authentic literature and the analyzation of 
life’s essential questions.   Students in grade 6 continue to develop skills for descriptive, narrative, and persuasive writing, and begin to 
learn strategies to write literary essays and memoirs.  

MATH
Math 6 focuses on four critical areas:
	 n	connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and division, and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems;
	 n	mastering an understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of number to the system of rational numbers,   
 including negative numbers;
	 n	writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations;
	 n	developing an understanding of statistical thinking.

 Math 6 also builds on reasoning about relationships among shapes to determine area, surface area, and volume.  
 Areas of right triangles, other triangles, and special quadrilaterals are found through decomposition, rearrangement, and 
 relating shapes to rectangles. Areas of polygons and surface areas of prisms and pyramids are also found.  Scale drawings 
 and geometric constructions in the coordinate plane complete the course.  Creative problem solving and logical reasoning are 
 emphasized.  Through the course, we demonstrate the character of God and His principles that order the universe.

 Advanced Math 6 centers instruction on four critical areas:
	 n	developing understanding of and application of proportional relationships;
	 n	developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations;
	 n	solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, working with two- and three-dimensional   
 shapes to solve problems involving angle measure, area, surface area and volume, and finding the circumference and area of
 a circle;
	 n	drawing inferences about populations based on random sampling, and investigating chance processes and probability 
 models.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education develops students’ awareness of lifetime fitness. They learn to appreciate fitness through a variety of recreational 
activities, including team sports.  Focus areas will teach rules and skills as well as giving students the opportunities to play.  An emphasis will 
be placed on improving personal fitness through cardiovascular exercise, flexibility, and strength training.  Traditional games and sports 
will be used as a means for developing student enjoyment of physical activity.    The Presidential Physical Fitness Test will be administered 
during the year.  This course will teach the value of hard work, fair play and sportsmanship.

SCIENCE
Grade 6 Science is a general science course that introduces scientific inquiry, metric measurement and technology design skills. Students will 
learn about the earth’s ecosystems and its natural resources, as well as the production of energy and the resulting environmental impact. 
Physical science topics include molecules, atoms, electricity, force, and motion. Critical thinking and hands on activities enhance the content 
of learning. Biblically-centered instruction recognizes God as the creator of all things.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Social Studies reviews map and atlas skills as it examines the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Babylon, Egypt, Greece, Rome, India 
and China. Students visit and explore ancient sites and museums through the technology of web pages. Biblical integration emphasizes 
history as God’s story. Instruction is enhanced as students participate in activities such as Kids’ Voting,  the National Geography Bee, and 
Middle Ages Day.
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BIBLE
Bible provides students with an overview of the Old Testament with an emphasis on key people and events, the historical and cultural 
background, themes and literary genres.  Students are challenged to consider how God’s story intersects with their own.

WORLD LANGUAGES
World Languages allows students to choose one year-long introductory class in French, Latin or Spanish.

 French 7 focuses on development of listening to and speaking the language and begins integration of reading and writing.  
 Students use basic language to communicate with their peers and teacher about familiar topics. Grammar structures and 
 biblical principles are interwoven with cultural information, language learning tips and realia.  As they understand contextual 
 directions, commands, key words and phrases, students are able to make inferences from the materials they hear or read.

 Latin 7 focuses on the basic grammar, vocabulary and structure of Latin. Emphasis is placed on Latin and Greek derivatives as   
 a part of building vocabulary and enhancing a student’s language arts strength.

 Spanish 7 focuses on development of listening to and speaking the language and begins integration of reading and writing.  
 Students use basic language to communicate with their peers and teacher about familiar topics. As they understand contextual 
 directions, commands, key words and phrases, students are able to make inferences from the materials they hear or read. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
Language Arts emphasizes critical thinking, appreciation of literature, and effective communication through integrated curricular units.  
Students explore literary genres while advancing skills in grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and written expression.  Students 
cultivate a sense of the interdisciplinary nature of knowledge through Biblical integration, the reading of authentic literature and the 
analyzation of life’s essential questions.    Students in grade 7 continue to master skills in writing persuasive essays and memoirs,  poetry, 
while there is a heightened emphasis on literary and expository essays.   

LIFE SCIENCE
Grade 7 Life Science is the overall study of living organisms from the cell to the human body. The study of cells leads to units on the 
characteristics of life, classification of living things, bacteria, protists,  fungi, plants and animals. In addition to identifying, observing and 
collecting organisms, students perform dissections to study the structure and function of certain animals and organ systems. The course 
concludes with a study of  human biology and genetics. Critical thinking and hands on activities enhance the content of learning. Biblically-
centered instruction recognizes God as the Creator of all living things. 

MATH 
 Math 7 students demonstrate the use of integer operations, rates, ratios, percent applications and exponents.   Students solve  
 equations, inequalities and graph in the coordinate plane.  Students study congruent and similar figures, and transformations.  
 They use formulas to find area of irregular figures and find surface area and volume of prisms and cylinders.  They learn 
 specific strategies for problem solving and practice and apply these strategies to a variety of problems. Through this course, 
 we demonstrate the character of God and His principles that order the universe.

 Pre-Algebra students demonstrate the use of integer operations, proportions, percents, exponents, scientific notation, radicals 
 and rational numbers.  Students solve equations and inequalities. They use dimensional analysis to convert units with customary 
 and metric systems.  Students use formulas to find surface area and volume of prisms, pyramids, cones and spheres.  Congruent 
 and similar figures are studied and transformations occur in the coordinate plane.  They use tree diagrams and organized lists 
 to develop probability for compound events.  Students participate in Math Counts competitions featuring creative problem 
 solving and logical reasoning.  Through this course, we demonstrate the character of God and His principles that order the 
 universe. 

 Algebra I students review pre-algebra concepts and are introduced to properties of algebra to prepare students for skills 
 such as simplifying algebraic expressions; solving linear, quadratic, rational, and radical equations; graphing linear equations; 
 solving inequalities; solving systems of linear equations; factoring quadratic and polynomial expressions; and working with 
 relations and functions.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH
Physical Education provides students with the opportunity to learn through a developmentally appropriate comprehensive physical 
education program.  Students will be assessed and challenged to improve upon their personal fitness profile in areas of aerobic fitness, 
flexibility, and muscular strength. Additional emphasis will be placed upon self-responsibility, positive social interaction, and group 
dynamics. Traditional sports and games will play a role in fitness improvement and social interaction, as well as an enjoyable aerobic 
exercise option.  Grade 7 Health is comprehensive course including spiritual health, physical health, and mental-emotional health.  The 
course will also provide an introduction to nutrition, stress management, and healthy life choices through classroom lecture and discussion.  
All lessons and topics will be integrated with biblical truth as the key to spiritual and overall health.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Social Studies begins with a review of the five themes of geography, the physical geography of the earth, and the influences of locale, 
climate and populations. Regions studied include North and South America, Europe, Russia and the Eurasian Republics, the Middle East, 
South Asia, Africa, East Asia, Southeast Asia, Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica. Students learn about the world through textbooks, 
discussions of current events, hands-on activities, individual and group reports, guest speakers and videos. The course emphasizes mapping, 
graphing, critical thinking, studying and writing. Students are prepared for participation in the school’s geography bee.
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BIBLE
Grade eight Bible is designed to give the students and in-depth view of the life, teachings, and ministry of Jesus Christ as uniquely 
presented through the eyes of the Apostle John.  During this course, students will be exposed to each phase of Jesus’ life on earth as well 
as His pre-existence in Trinity with God the Father and the Holy Spirit. The main emphasis will be on His public ministry, trial, death, burial, 
and resurrection.  By completing this course, students will have a thorough understanding of the “Good News” of the Gospels and also will 
possess the ability to be able to express that “Good News” to a lost and dying world.

EARTH SCIENCE
Grade 8 Earth Science investigates God’s marvelous creation from the heavens to the earth. This class focuses on the composition of the 
earth and the functions of its systems. Major topics include the nature of science and inquiry, the solar system, and the earth’s atmosphere, 
oceans and landforms. Emphasis is on teaching scientific inquiry in order to facilitate students’ transition from concrete to abstract reasoning.
 
WORLD LANGUAGES
World Languages allows students to choose a class in French, Latin or Spanish.

 French 8 builds on the lessons of French 7.  From consistent reinforcement of oral skills and performance of the most basic   
 functions of the language, students progress to develop basic reading and writing skills. They increase their knowledge of the   
 French culture, products, perspectives, and practices, and expand their ability to communicate with teachers and peers.  
 Recitation of scripture in French is thematically related.
 
 Latin 8 builds on the lessons of Latin 7.  This course introduces students to the language of ancient Rome with an emphasis on   
 Roman culture, vocabulary, etymology and basic Latin grammar.  Students learn how to decline nouns and conjugate verbs, as  
 well as translate simple Latin sentences.

 Spanish 8 builds on the lessons of Spanish 7. From consistent reinforcement of oral skills and performance of the most basic 
 functions of the language, students progress to develop basic reading and writing skills. They increase their knowledge of the 
 Spanish culture, products, perspectives, and practices, and expand their ability to communicate with teachers and peers.  
 Memorization of scripture in Spanish is thematically related. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS
Language Arts emphasizes integration of grammatical principles, vocabulary and literary analysis in the writing process. The study of 
literature expands skills of reading comprehension, and enhances the understanding of literary elements and complex reasoning.  Students 
cultivate a sense of the interdisciplinary nature of knowledge through biblical integration, the reading of authentic literature and the 
analyzation of life’s essential questions.  Students in grade 8 continue to develop skills in literary, expository, and persuasive essays.

MATH
 Pre-Algebra students demonstrate the use of integer operations, proportions, percents, exponents, scientific notation, radicals 
 and rational numbers.  Students solve equations and inequalities.  They use dimensional analysis to convert units with customary  
 and metric systems.  Students use formulas to find surface area and volume of prisms, pyramids, cones and spheres.  Congruent 
 and similar figures are studied and transformations occur in the coordinate plane.  They use tree diagrams and organized lists 
 to develop probability for compound events.  Students participate in Math Counts and Math Olympics competitions featuring 
 creative problem solving and logical reasoning.  Through this course, we demonstrate the character of God and His principles 
 that order the universe.  

 Algebra I students review pre-algebra concepts and are introduced to properties of algebra to prepare students for skills 
 such as simplifying algebraic expressions; solving linear, quadratic, rational, and radical equations; graphing linear equations; 
 solving inequalities; solving systems of linear equations; factoring quadratic and polynomial expressions; and working with 
 relations and functions.  Students participate in Math Counts and Math Olympics competitions featuring creative problem 
 solving and logical reasoning.  Through this course, we demonstrate the character of God and His principles that order the 
 universe.  

 Geometry students are introduced to the deductive reasoning process in the classical Euclidean tradition. The course includes a 
 study of lines, angles, triangles, circles, polygons, solid figures, and how they are related.  Concepts are analyzed from the 
 perspective of coordinate geometry, proofs, congruence, similarity, area, volume and transformations.   Through this course, we   
 demonstrate the character of God and His principles that order the universe. 
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  eighth grade

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH
Physical Education builds on previous physical education courses with a goal of creating lifetime health and fitness habits.  Fitness 
assessments will play a key role in determining student improvement and success in this course.  Regular aerobic exercise, flexibility 
training, and muscular strength training will be integral parts of improving student’s personal fitness profile. Traditional sports and games 
will be a part of providing students with enjoyable options for aerobic exercise.  Physical health topics will include human body systems, 
nutrition, physical activity, and healthy choices.  Body systems will include a review of all the major human body systems and ways to 
keep those systems healthy.  Healthy choices will include the avoidance of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.  Additional emphasis will be 
placed upon self-responsibility, positive social interaction, and group dynamics.  All lessons and topics will be integrated with biblical truth 
as the key to spiritual and overall health.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Social Studies teaches American history from the early Native American days through present-day current events.  The focus is on 
God’s sovereignty in events and circumstances of history.  Units of study include Native Americans, European Exploration, the Colonial 
Period, Revolutionary War, the Constitution, the Industrial Revolution, The Civil War, Westward Expansion, Immigration, WWI, the Great 
Depression, WWII, the Cold War Era and Promoting Global Democracy.  This course emphasizes reading comprehension, note-taking, 
map skills, and interest in current events.
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MEDIA MAGAZINE 
(language arts enrichment)
Students will create a digital monthly 
magazine to share news stories, feature 
articles, advice columns and the latest 
buzz.  Students will research school 
happenings and topics of interest, and 
write articles in a digital format for 
the school to publish. Students must be 
committed to school publication to gain 
admittance into this course.  In addition to 
publishing a monthly magazine, students 
will create various media productions for 
admissions, open houses, and other school-
wide opportunities.   A final assignment 
for students will be to create and present 
a digital scrapbook of the middle school 
years at the eighth grade promotion.      

Grades 7 & 8  •  Semester course, or full 
year course

STUDY HALL
This class is for students who are self-
motivated and have demonstrated the 
ability to work independently on their 
homework in a quiet environment.  Students 
will be expected to work on school work 
or read independently for the entire class 
period.  

Grades 7 & 8  •  Semester course

CSI (science enrichment)
CSI is a course that requires 
students to use his or her God-
given abilities to think like a 
scientist – to ask questions 
and to search for answers. 
The Forensic Science textbook 
introduces students to the 
science behind a criminal 
investigation as well as hands-
on labs to practice techniques 
used by professional crime 
scene investigators.  Students 
will be taught skills such as 
trace evidence identification, 
fingerprint collection, DNA 
analysis and handwriting 
recognition.  Members of 

the class will gain an appreciation and 
understanding of the work required to 
collect and secure evidence for use in a 
courtroom trial.

Grades 7 & 8  •  Semester course

ENGINEERING
(STEM enrichment)
Engineering features a project based 
curriculum designed to challenge 
and engage the natural curiosity and 
imagination of middle school students.  
Students begin by focusing their 
understanding on the engineering design 
process which includes defining problems, 
developing solutions and optimizing 
design solutions.  The knowledge that 
students gain and the skills they build 
will foster higher-order thinking, problem 
solving, teamwork, and innovation as well 
as deepen their understanding of how 
engineering influences the world around 
them.

Grades 7 & 8  •  Semester course

FANTASY SPORTS (math enrichment)
Students will form a league and compete 
in football.  Students will learn about 
the strategies, mathematical concepts, 
technology and cultural phenomena that 
is fantasy sports!

Grades 7 & 8  •  Semester course

FINANCIAL FITNESS 
(business enrichment)
Financial Fitness utilizes basic economic 
and math skills to teach fundamentals 
of personal finance to the middle 
school student. Students will gain an 
understanding of consumer decision-
making, career opportunities, comparison-
shopping and cash management. Students 
will learn about savings and checking 
accounts as well as simple and compound 
interest. The class will spend time discussing 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
credit cards. We will discuss the biblical 
perspective of money as exemplified 
through scripture and discuss charitable 
giving to obtain a well-rounded Christian 
perspective regarding money.

Grades 7 & 8  •  Semester course

LEADERSHIP
(leadership enrichment)
Through a variety of reading materials, 
biblical examples, discussions, and 
group exercises, students will learn 
the multifaceted views of leadership. 
Students will learn various leadership 
styles as well as the characteristics 
embodied by effective leaders.  By the 
end of this course, students will be able 
to clearly articulate their definition of 
leadership, ways they can serve as 
leaders, as well as gain a stronger 
understanding of their spiritual gifts.  
Students will be required to give oral 
presentations, written expositions, as well 
as lead and be led in group discussion.

Grades 7 & 8  •  Semester course
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LEVEL 1 ART
Level 1 Art introduces the 
creation of art through the use 
of art media and the basic 
elements of art. Students gain 
an appreciation of arts, crafts 
and artists.  This course also 
emphasizes principles of visual 
composition and advances 
understanding of art history, art 
appreciation, art materials and 
methods. Several projects are 
integrated with other disciplines 
to illustrate the relationship of 
art to other studies. 

Grade 6  •  Semester course

LEVEL 2 ART 
Level 2 Art involves knowledge and skills 
gained in Level 1 Art with an increasing 
variety of art materials and methods. 
Emphasis is on developing original 
solutions to visual challenges. Students 
gain understanding of the history, purpose 
and function of the visual arts related to 
other subjects and to culture. 
 
Grades 7 & 8  •   Semester course

LEVEL 3 ART
Level 3 Art is an advanced course for 
students who have shown a proficiency 
in their knowledge and mastery of 
fundamental visual arts concepts. Students 
must have department recommendation 
for placement.

Grade 8  •  Full year course

CONCERT BAND
Concert Band is open to any sixth grade 
student who plays a woodwind, brass 
or percussion instrument. To receive 
chair placement, students audition to 
demonstrate a basic skill level.  Students 
perform at concerts and other events 
throughout the school year.  Please note 
that concert attendance is required for 
students enrolled in this course.  

Grade 6  •  Full year course

SYMPHONIC BAND
Symphonic Band is open to seventh and 
eighth grade students.  At least two 
years of band instrument experience 
are recommended; one year is required.  
Symphonic band performs in school 
concerts, chapel services, the district 
band festival and other events.  Please 
note that concert and festival attendance 
is required for students enrolled in this 
course.

Grades 7 & 8  •  Full year course

GRADE 6 CHOIR
Grade 6 Choir develops vocal technique 
and musicianship proficiency.  Students 
perform music in a variety of styles at 
concerts and outside events during the 
school year.  Students will also learn 
to identify good singing, posture and 
performance habits; learn correct 
breathing techniques, posture and palate 
techniques; train to detect breathiness 
and vocal straining that are characteristic 
of the younger student, and obtain the 
tools necessary to mature the voice and 
prepare for the changing voice of the 
adolescent.  Please note that concert 
and festival attendance is required for 
students enrolled in this course.

Grade 6  •  Full year course

GRADE 7 & 8 CHOIR
Grade 7 & 8 Choir develops vocal 
technique and musicianship proficiency. 
Students perform music in a variety of 
styles at concerts and outside events during 
the school year.  Additionally students 
will learn to identify vocal placement, 
learn advanced breathing techniques, 
train vibrato, and obtain the vocal tools 
necessary to increase  vocal range both 
higher and lower to receive appropriate 
classification (tenor/baritone/alto/
soprano). Please note that concert and 
festival attendance is required for 
students enrolled in this course.

Grades 7 & 8  •  Full year course

PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES
This course is designed as a laboratory 
class to strengthen students’ performance 
skills in theatre. A variety of performance 
activities including pantomime, readers 
theatre, scene work and improvisation 
will be explored as students learn 
performance and audition skills.  The class 
will also focus on the Stanislavski acting 
technique, the method of acting using a 
set of techniques meant to create realistic 
portrayals of characters. The major 
goal of Stanislavski method is to have 
perfect understanding of the motivations 
and objective of your character in each 
moment while playing direct actions 
in scene work. Students will have the 
opportunity to perform individually and 
in groups in a variety of class activities 
as they develop their acting skills to the 
fullest.

Grade 6  •  Semester course

INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE
Introduction to Theatre provides students 
with theatre basics both on the stage 
and behind the scenes.  Open to sixth, 
seventh and eighth graders, this course 
provides the opportunity to have 
hands on experience with fundamental 
acting, directing, production skills and 
give students a foundation of theatre 
history.  Some memorization and in class 
performance is required. 

Grade 6  •  Semester course
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GRADE 6 ORCHESTRA
Orchestra is open to students who play 
violin, viola, cello, or bass.  One year 
of experience is recommended, but not 
required.  A student accompanist (piano) 
position is available based on yearly 
need and any student interested in 
playing piano would need to audition.  The 
orchestra performs grade appropriate 
music for concerts, chapels, festival/
competitions, and special events. Please 
note that concert and festival attendance 
is required for students enrolled in this 
course.

Grades 6  •  Full year course

GRADE 7 & 8 ORCHESTRA
Orchestra is open to students who play 
violin, viola, cello, or bass.  One year 
of experience is recommended, but not 
required.  A student accompanist (piano) 
position is available based on yearly 
need and any student interested in 
playing piano would need to audition.  The 
orchestra performs grade appropriate 
music for concerts, chapels, festival/
competitions, and special events. Please 
note that concert and festival attendance 
is required for students enrolled in this 
course.

Grades 7 & 8  •  Full year course

MIDDLE SCHOOL AUDITION ONLY 
CLASSES
The following classes are offered to 
middle school students by audition only.  
The audition dates are published in the 
Focus weeks prior.  These courses do not 
fulfill the elective requirement for each 
grade.

ACT 2
ACT 2 provides focused and rigorous 
acting and stage training for theatre 
students as they prepare drama pieces 
for presentation in chapels and at outside 
events including competition at the North 
Carolina Theater Conference (NCTC) in 
the spring and the Wingate Shakespeare 
Recitation Competition.  Students serve 
the school and the community and must 
commit to the class and team for the 
entire school year.  Please note that 
attendance at outside rehearsals, festivals 
and competitions is required for students 
enrolled in this course.

Grades 6, 7 & 8, by audition only •  
Full year course

JAZZ BAND
Jazz Band allows students to explore the 
jazz idiom.  They will learn to play many 
styles of jazz, from swing and blues to 
Latin and rock.  Students will focus on the 
concepts of rhythm, tonality, and technique 
as they prepare for concerts and outside 
performance venues during the year.  
Improvisation will be encouraged.  This 
class will meet as a zero hour course 
before school and performance/
rehearsals outside of the regular school 
day will be required.  Students must be 
members in good standing in Concert or 
Symphonic Band to participate in Jazz 
Band.

Grades 6, 7 & 8 by audition only  • 
Full year course

middle school  electives

PRAISE BAND
Praise Band membership is available 
by audition to students who sing or to 
students who play acoustic/electric guitar, 
electric bass, keyboard, and drums.  The 
group’s purpose is to serve the school 
community by leading worship in weekly 
chapels and for special events.  Students 
will develop musical excellence in their 
chosen discipline, expand their repertoire 
and knowledge of contemporary worship 
songs, and gain an understanding of how 
to minister with their God-given talent.  
Students interested in auditioning for 
guitar and keyboard need to be familiar 
with and have a prior understanding of 
chords.  Instrumental and vocal auditions 
will be open based on the need for the 
following year.  

Grades 6, 7 & 8 by audition only •  
Full year course 
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Upper School
The upper school provides a college preparatory education of the highest caliber and 
desires to equip students to be extraordinary thinkers and Christ-honoring decision makers.  
A diverse array of academic, athletic and fine arts programs, and co-curricular activities 
encourage students to maximize their God-given talents.   
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grade 9
 • Old Testament Survey
 • English 9 or English 9 Honors
 • One semester of Writing Through the Humanities
 • One semester of Ancient Civilizations
 • Conceptual Physics or Biology Honors
 • Algebra I or Geometry Honors
 • World Languages I or World Languages II
 • Lifetime Fitness 9
 • Elective

grade 10
 • New Testament Survey
 • English 10 or English 10 Honors
 • United States History or US History Honors or United States History Advanced Placement
 • Biology or Chemistry Honors
 • Geometry or Algebra II Honors
 • World Languages II or World Languages III
 • Electives

grade 11
 • Christian Theology and World Religions
 • English 11 or English 11 Honors or  Language and Composition Advanced Placement
 • US Government & Politics or US Government & Politics Honors or 
  US Government & Politics Advanced Placement
 • Algebra II or upper level math
 • Chemistry or Physics Honors or upper level science or 500 Level science*
 • World Languages III or World Languages IV
 • One semester of Junior Seminar
 • Electives

grade 12
 • Christian Philosophy and Apologetics
 • English 12 or English 12 Honors or Literature and Composition Advanced Placement
 • Western Civilization or Western Civilization Honors or European History Advanced Placement
 • Upper level math or 500 Level math*
 • Electives

*500 Level classes are college level classes which include:  Advanced Placement courses, Calculus 500, 
and Biology 500.

2013-14 upper school course requirements by grade
(Please note that specific course placement/selection is done on an individual basis, tailored to each student’s interests and strengths.)
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academic course selection
As a college preparatory school, we expect all our students to take a rigorous class load.  We are also confident of 
your desires to take full advantage of the wide array of curricular and co-curricular offerings available at school. 
An important question that needs to be asked, however, is “How much of a course load is too much?” In asking this 
question it is recognized that a student’s course load will be affected by a variety of factors including: graduation 
requirements, grade level, personal interests and aptitudes, co-curricular involvements, future goals and aspirations, 
as well as commitments outside of school.

While colleges do show preference to students who challenge themselves academically by taking extra or advanced 
courses when they are qualified, experience shows that overextending oneself can clearly have adverse consequences, 
be they academic, emotional, spiritual, or social. This is an area where the biblical principle of learning to count the 
cost (Luke 14:28-32) truly applies.
 
If you qualify for an “Honors” course, that does not mean that it is always in your best interest to take such a course.  
We encourage you to consider all of the aforementioned factors before making a decision as to your specific course 
load.  Our general experienced recommendation would be that students not take more than two or three such courses 
in a given year. Additionally, since all our courses are planned as “college prep,” we have found that colleges generally 
respond more favorably to a B grade earned in a lower level course, than a C grade earned in a more rigorous course.

It should also be noted that as a school we are not always able to accommodate requested schedule changes from 
students who, against school recommendation, find themselves “in over their heads,” and grades earned in these 
instances remain on the academic transcript.

We are thankful for the great variety of academic and co-curricular offerings that we are able provide at Charlotte 
Christian.  Please use this guide, along with our teachers and counselors, as a resource to map your academic track.  

regarding course availability
It should be noted that final determination as to whether a course is actually offered during any academic year will 
be made by the administration based upon: degree of interest, staffing, and scheduling conflicts.

supplemental learning/ Sevenstar grades 9-12
While Charlotte Christian is willing to accept individual course credits from a variety of supplemental learning 
programs, all such courses must be approved by school administration in advance. Charlotte Christian has entered 
into a special partnership with Sevenstar Academy, which offers a fully-accredited Christian college-prep curriculum 
online. Offerings may be sought for personal elective enrichment, extra summer course work, or credit recovery.  Only 
pre-approved supplemental coursework which is required to meet a Charlotte Christian School graduation requirement 
will appear on the Charlotte Christian transcript and be included in the student’s GPA calculation.

For more information regarding these opportunities contact the upper school office. To see a list of courses offered 
through Sevenstar (including detailed descriptions and sample lessons), visit 

http://sevenstaracademy.angellearning.com
Username: charlotteparent
Password: parent123 (Case sensitive)

important registration considerations
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credit recovery and supplemental learning overview

courses repeated at Charlotte Christian School
If a student fails a course (or doesn’t demonstrate proficiency for placement in the next level) and repeats the same course 
at Charlotte Christian School, the original grade will be replaced by the grade earned during the repeated class.  The 
original grade will remain on the student’s transcript until the student successfully completes the repeated course.

courses repeated through Sevenstar Academy
If a student fails a course (or doesn’t demonstrate proficiency for placement in the next level) and repeats the same 
course through Seven Star Academy, the original grade will be replaced by the grade earned from the Sevenstar 
class.  The original grade will remain on the student’s transcript until the student successfully completes the repeated 
course.  The student must repeat the entire course.  An on-line printout documenting the student’s final grade with 
Sevenstar is acceptable documentation and must be provided to Upper School Administration.

courses repeated through an appropriately accredited Institution
As determined by Administration, certain institutions meet the accreditation standards required by Charlotte Christian 
School.  As such, if a student fails a course (or doesn’t demonstrate proficiency for placement in the next level) 
and repeats the same course at an acceptably accredited institution, the original grade will be averaged with the 
grade earned during the repeated class.  The original grade will remain on the student’s transcript until the student 
successfully completes the repeated course.  The student must provide an official transcript or confirmation on school 
letterhead confirming course completion and the grade earned to Upper School Administration.

courses repeated through any other Institution
If a student fails a course (or doesn’t demonstrate proficiency for placement in the next level) and repeats the same 
course at an institution that does not meet the accreditation standards required by Charlotte Christian School, the 
grade reflected on the student’s Charlotte Christian School transcript will reflect the original grade earned.  Once 
the student has successfully completed the repeated course, the student must provide an official transcript from the 
institution confirming course completion and the grade earned.  The Charlotte Christian School transcript will include 
an additional line which reads “Transfer Graduation Requirement” with a grade of “P” for pass and the institution’s 
transcript will be referenced and included as a supplement to the Charlotte Christian School transcript.

“credit rescue” through Sevenstar Academy
If a student fails a course (or doesn’t demonstrate proficiency for placement in the next level) and earned at least a 
65% in the course, the student may wish to pursue “credit rescue” through Sevenstar. The student must first take a pre-
test online to determine which topics have been mastered and which topics need to be repeated.  Once the student has 
successfully completed the “credit rescue” coursework, the student must provide an official transcript from Sevenstar 
Academy reflecting the grade earned through “credit rescue”. The grade reflected on the student’s Charlotte Christian 
School transcript will reflect the average of the original grade earned and the grade earned through such “credit rescue”.

supplemental coursework
A student may wish to take a course outside of Charlotte Christian School to supplement their academic experience.  
Unless this coursework is required to meet a Charlotte Christian School graduation requirement AND is pre-approved 
by upper school administration, such work will not be recorded on the student’s Charlotte Christian transcript nor will 
it impact the student’s GPA. 

combined Charlotte Christian and Sevenstar Academy Coursework
When a student completes one semester of a full year required course through a traditional Charlotte Christian on-
campus class, and then completes another through Sevenstar; the student’s year-end transcript will reflect a single grade 
found by combining the two semester grades. 
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January:  course recommendations
 • Departments follow placement criteria to recommend core classes for rising students. 
  Note: Department placement criteria are available in this guide and on the Charlotte 
  Christian School website.

February:  course requests
 • Students select elective courses with guidance from counselors.
  Note: Before student course selections are officially considered, 2013-14 Enrollment   
  Agreement and fees must be submitted to the Charlotte Christian School Business Office.

Selection agreement or appeal
 • Parents approve and return course requests/recommendations or submit an appeal. 
 • If parents would like to request a different placement, they may pick up a Request to Change 
      Recommendation form from the counseling center.
 • Students meet with academic departments to implement an action plan.
  Note: A change in placement may occur pending successful completion of the action 
  plan in May (see below).

March-May:  master schedule arrangement
 • A master schedule is created.
  Note: The creation of the master schedule is a highly complex process taking into 
  account numerous factors such as student preferences and availability as well as staff 
  and space availability. 

May-June:  course registration
 • Departments review action plans to approve or deny appeals for core classes.
 • Students are officially registered in classes.
 • Class schedules are produced.

July:  schedule availability
 • Class schedules are provided to students prior to the beginning of the school year.

August:  schedule changes
 • Students may request schedule changes before classes begin until the end of the first 
  week of each semester. 
  Note: Following this “drop/add” period students may make formal requests to 
  the Academic Committee in the event of extenuating circumstances only.
 

course registration process
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explanation of graduation requirements
These requirements and explanations are designed for students who 
attend upper school at Charlotte Christian all four years.  Students are 
required to complete a full academic load each year they are enrolled 
at Charlotte Christian School.  Students transferring into Charlotte 
Christian School after the ninth grade may have their graduation 
requirements modified per administrative approval.

Bible
Students must complete a Bible class each year they are enrolled at 
Charlotte Christian School. Note: If a student is admitted as a senior, he 
will be required to complete both Junior and Senior Bible.  

fine arts
Students must complete one unit of a fine arts elective.

january term
Each upper school student is required to earn a .25 J-Term credit per 
year as a graduation requirement (total 1.0 credit for all graduating 
classes after 2017). All morning and afternoon courses receive an 
eighth of a semester credit (.125) per year, while full day courses and 
trips receive a quarter of a semester credit (.25). Charlotte Christian 
students are required to carry their minimum regular credit load for 
both first and second semesters in addition to their J-Term credits. 

junior seminar
This one semester course is designed to support students as they 
prepare for the transition to successful academic, social, and spiritual 
experiences in college.

language arts
Students must complete one credit each of grade 9, 10, 11, and 12 
English plus 0.5 credit of Writing Through the Humanities in the ninth 
grade year. Note: Students entering ninth grade may have their Writing 
Through the Humanities requirement waived by the administration 
based on demonstrated proficiency.

mathematics
Students must complete at least four credits which must minimally include Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and one course 
beyond Algebra II.

physical education
Beginning with the graduating class of 2015, all students must take Lifetime Fitness 9 and an additional .5 credit of elective 
physical education (i.e. weight training  or two seasons of any interscholastic sport). 

science
Students must complete at least three credits which must include:  Biology/Biology Honors; Chemistry/Chemistry Honors; 
and Conceptual Physics/Physics Honors/Physics Advanced Placement.  It is strongly recommended that students take a 
fourth year of science.

social studies
Students must complete at least 3.5 credits required in social studies which include:  Ancient Civilization; US History/
US History Honors/US History Advanced Placement; US Government & Politics/US Government & Politics Honors/US 
Government & Politics Advanced Placement; and Western Civilization/Western Civilization Honors/European History 
Advanced Placement.

speech
This requirement may be met by taking any of the following courses: Acting I, Acting II, Intro to Public Speaking, Logic and 
Debate, Vocal Workshop, or Honors Acting Studio.

world languages
Students may meet the world language requirement in one of three ways:
1.  Complete three units of the same language while in upper school.
2.  Complete two units of the same language and one unit of another 
language while in upper school.
3.  On the recommendation of the middle school world languages teacher, enter the second or third level of a world 
language in ninth grade and meet the world languages requirement upon completion of the third level.

Please note: Although the world languages requirement will be satisfied upon completion of the third level, the student must 
accrue the 26 units necessary for graduation by earning more elective credits. For highly selective college placement, it is 
strongly recommended that students take the fourth and Advanced Placement levels of the world languages.

graduation requirements
Classes of 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017
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Course Units

*Language Arts 4.5

Biblical Studies 4

Mathematics 4

Social Studies 3.5

World Language 3

Science 3

Fine Arts 1

Physical Education 1

^January Term 1

Junior Seminar .5

Speech .5

Electives 1

Total Unit Requirements 27

*Students entering ninth grade may have 
their Writing Through the Humanities 

requirement waived by the administration 
based on demonstrated proficiency.

^.25 J-Term credit per year as a graduation 
requirement; total 1.0 credit for all 

graduating classes after 2016.



Achieving the year-end grade in a course one year does not automatically place students in a course for the next 
year. Departmental approval is always required and it should be noted that no student is guaranteed placement in an 
Honors or AP® class due to individual scheduling conflicts.

for Spanish/French placement
For placement of grade 8 students into upper school levels:
Grade 8 students will be recommended for placement into levels I, level II (college prep), or II Honors of French/
Spanish. Students with a year-end grade below 80 % will be placed in Level I.  Students with a year-end grade 
of 80% or higher will be placed in Level I or level II (college prep) depending upon placement test scores and 
departmental approval*.  Students with a year-end grade of 95% or higher will be placed in Level II Honors with a 
sufficient score on placement test and departmental approval. *
* Grades, effort, maturity, responsibility, consistency, reading comprehension, critical thinking and study skills are 
considered

Level I criteria for placement in next level:  To be recommended for French or Spanish II Honors, students will 
have earned a 90% or higher for the school year to-date, earned a sufficient score on an end of year department 
placement test,  and received department recommendation for honors placement (based on attitude toward learning, 
work ethic and demonstration of maturity in behavior).  For placement in level II (college prep) students must earn 80% 
or higher for the school year and a sufficient score on an end of year department placement test.
 
Level II (College Prep) criteria for placement in next level:  To be recommended for Spanish/French III Honors, students 
will have earned 90% or higher for the school year to-date, earned a sufficient score on an end of year department 
placement test, and received department recommendation for honors placement (based on attitude toward learning, 
work ethic and demonstration of maturity in behavior).  To progress from Spanish II (regular) to Spanish III (regular) 
students must earn an 80% or higher for the year.  French III (regular) is not offered.
 
Level II Honors criteria for placement in next level: To be recommended for Spanish or French III Honors, students 
will have earned 85% or higher for the school year to-date, and received department recommendation for honors 
placement based on attitude toward learning, work ethic and demonstration of maturity in behavior.  To progress 
from Spanish II Honors to Spanish III (no French III regular offered) students must earn an 80% or higher for the year.
 
Level III Honors criteria for placement in next level:  To be recommended for French or Spanish IV Honors students 
must earn 85% or higher for the school year to-date and obtain department approval.
 
Spanish III (regular) criteria for placement in next level: To be recommended for Spanish IV Honors, students must 
earn 89% or higher for the school year to-date and obtain department approval.
 
Level IV Honors criteria for placement:  To be recommended for AP French or Spanish Language students must earn 
89% or higher for the school year to-date or obtain department approval.
 
for Latin placement
To advance to the next level in Latin, Students must successfully earn credit from the previous course as determined by 
Sevenstar.

For advancement from Latin I to Latin II Honors, a grade of B or higher or a grade of C or higher with departmental 
approval.
 
For advancement from Latin II Honors to Latin III Honors, a grade of B or higher, or a grade of C+ with departmental 
approval.

upper school placement criteria - world languages
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upper school

Achieving the year-end grade in a course one year does not automatically place students in a course for the next 
year. Departmental approval is always required and it should be noted that no student is guaranteed placement 
in an Honors or AP® class due to individual scheduling conflicts.

English department
For placement of grade 8 students into upper school levels:

Students receiving a passing grade in 8th grade English will be placed in English 9.  To be eligible for honors, 
rising ninth grade students must have a 95%* or above year-end grade. Students with an 85%* or above year-
end grade and high ERB, WrAP, PLAN, PSAT scores will be open for consideration with a recommendation from 
the department.

Students desiring to move from non-honors courses to honors courses must have a 95%* or above year-end 
grade. Students with an 85%* or above year-end grade and high ERB, WrAP, PLAN, PSAT scores will be open for 
consideration with a recommendation from the English department.

Students desiring to remain in honors courses or Advanced Placement courses must have at least an 89%* year-
end grade. Students with an 85%* or above year-end grade and high ERB, WrAP, PLAN, PSAT scores will be open 
for consideration with a recommendation from the English department.

Students desiring to move from honors courses to Advanced Placement courses must have a   93%* or above year-
end grade. Students with an 85%* or above year-end grade and high ERB, WrAP, PLAN, PSAT scores will be open 
for consideration with a recommendation from the English department.

Students who score below an 89%* year-end grade in Advanced Placement Language and Composition will not 
move into Advanced Placement Literature and Composition unless they score at least a 3 on the AP Language and 
Composition exam in May.

* Other criteria include ERB, WrAP, PLAN, PSAT scores; demonstrated work ethic; critical thinking and writing skills 
improvements via writing folders; possible writing sample; and department recommendation.
 
Achieving the year-end grade in a course one year does not automatically place students in a course for the next 
year. Departmental approval is always required and it should be noted that no student is guaranteed placement 
in an Honors or AP® class due to individual scheduling conflicts.

upper school placement criteria - English
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upper school

Achieving the year-end grade in a course one year does not automatically place students in a course for the next 
year. Departmental approval is always required and due to possible scheduling conflicts, it should be noted that 
no student is guaranteed placement in an Honors or AP® class for which they have qualified. 

math department
For placement of grade 8 students into upper school levels:
For placement of an 8th grade student into an honors math class, the student must have a year-end grade of “A” 
(93%) or above in the designated prerequisite class and departmental approval*

grades 10 - 12
Placement into the next designated sequence of mathematics courses is automatic with a grade of “C” or higher.  

If a student does not receive a grade of “C” or higher then it is suggested that a student satisfactorily complete 
a summer course or retake that math course before being allowed to enroll in the next designated sequence of 
mathematics courses.  

Placement into an honors course is dependent on the following criteria:
1. A grade of “B” or above in the designated prerequisite honors class or an “A” in a college 
 prep class.
2. Departmental approval. 

Placement into an AP or other 500 Level course is dependent on the following criteria:
1. A grade of “B” or above in the designated prerequisite honors math class.
2. Evaluation/Permission from 500 Level teacher.
3. Departmental approval.*

*Grades, effort, maturity, responsibility, consistency, critical thinking and study skills are considered as well as 
relevant standardized test scores.

upper school placement criteria - math
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upper school placement criteria - science

Achieving the year-end grade in a course one year does not automatically place students in a course 
for the next year. Departmental approval is always required and it should be noted that no student is 
guaranteed placement in an Honors or AP® class due to individual scheduling conflicts.

science department
For placement of grade 8 students into upper school levels:
Grade 8 students receiving a passing grade in Earth Science will be placed in Conceptual Physics.  
To be eligible for placement in Biology Honors, students must have
1) A year end grade of “A” (93%) or above in Earth Science
2) Middle School Administration and departmental approval*
3)  Recommendation into an honors math class.

grades 10 – 12 science honors courses and prerequisites
Chemistry Honors (grade 10) – Concurrent enrollment in Algebra II Honors or higher honors math 
course; “B” or above in Biology Honors; Science department approval.*
 
Physics Honors (grade 11) – “A” in Algebra II/Trig Honors or Advanced Functions; “B” or above in 
Chemistry Honors or “A” or above in Chemistry; Science department approval.
 
AP Environmental Science – Biology, Chemistry; “C” or above in previous science class; Science 
department approval.
 
AP Biology – Biology Honors, Chemistry Honors, Algebra II/Trig Honors or higher honors math course; 
“A” average in previous science class; Science department approval.
 
Biology 500 – Biology Honors, Chemistry Honors, Algebra II/Trig Honors or higher honors math course; 
“B” average in previous science class; Science department approval.
 
AP Chemistry – Biology Honors, Chemistry Honors, Physics Honors or higher, Pre-Calculus Honors or 
higher; “A” average in previous science class; Science department approval.
 
AP Physics C – Biology Honors, Chemistry Honors; Math scores of 26 (PLAN) or 58 (PSAT).  Concurrent 
enrollment in Calculus Advanced Placement; 80% or higher on placement exam; Science department 
approval.
 
AP Physics B - High A in Physics Honors or AP Physics C.
 
In order to remain in the honors program, the student must maintain a “B” or above average for the year 
and have department approval. In order to move to a higher level, the student must have a high “A” (96 
or above) and departmental approval.
 
* Grades, effort, maturity, responsibility, consistency, reading comprehension, critical thinking and study 
skills are considered as well as relevant standardized test scores.
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upper school

Achieving the year-end grade in a course one year does not automatically place students in a course 
for the next year. Departmental approval is always required and it should be noted that no student is 
guaranteed placement in an Honors or AP® class due to individual scheduling conflicts.

social studies department
For placement of grade 8 students into upper school levels:
All ninth graders will be placed in the college prep Ancient Civilizations class.
 
grade 10-12 classes
US History Honors
      93% or above year grade in Ancient Civilizations and departmental approval.*
 
US History Advanced Placement
      High “A” (96% or above) in Ancient Civilizations and departmental approval.
 
US Government and Politics Honors
93% or above in US History and departmental approval.
      89% or above in US History Honors and departmental approval.
      77% or above in US History Advanced Placement and departmental approval
 
Government & Politics Advanced Placement
      High “A” (96% or above) in US History and departmental approval.
      93% or above in US History Honors and departmental approval.
      85% or above in US History Advanced Placement or a 3 or higher on the US History Advanced
      Placement and departmental approval.
 
Western Civilizations Honors
      High “A” (96 or above) in US Government and Politics and departmental approval.
      89% or above in US Government and Politics Honors and departmental approval.
      77% or above in US Government and Politics Advanced Placement and departmental approval.
 
European History Advanced Placement
      High “A” (96 or above) in US Government and Politics and departmental approval.
       93% or above in US Government and Politics Honors and departmental approval
      85% or above in US Government and Politics Advanced Placement or a 3 or higher on the
   AP Exam and departmental approval.
 
* Grades, effort, maturity, responsibility, consistency, reading comprehension, critical thinking and study 
skills are considered as well as relevant standardized test scores.

upper school placement criteria - social studies
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Charlotte Christian School recognizes that students are gifted in a variety of areas, including academics, athletics, fine arts, or spiritual 
life. Just as interscholastic athletics offer special opportunities for athletically gifted students to be challenged, the Academic Conservatory 
Program provides a special opportunity for students in academics, fine arts or ministry.  

Students may graduate with distinction in:
I.   Humanities (with a concentration in social studies, classical and modern 
 languages, Bible or English)
II.   Math/Science
III.  Fine Arts

This distinction will be recognized on students’ diplomas and transcripts and they will be recognized at graduation. More importantly, 
students will be encouraged and stretched to take the area that they are passionate about beyond the four walls of the classroom. 
Application, admission and additional graduation requirements for this program are determined by individual departments. If you are 
interested in this distinction, please read the information below and contact Mrs. Jenny Ramsey, assistant principal of academics. Seniors 
must submit applications and all supporting documentation before Jan. 31 of their senior year to be recognized at commencement.  If 
students desire to have conservatory distinctions listed on their transcripts during the college application process, they must submit all 
required documents before Sept. 15.

math/science distinction
General Requirements: 
In order for a Charlotte Christian student to graduate with a 
Distinction in Mathematics and Science, the student is required 
to:
1. Take two  Science 500 Level classes (must take 
 AP exams if offered). 
2. Take Calculus B/C Advanced Placement and one math 
 class above this level.
3. Have an overall GPA of at least a 4.0 (weighted)
4. Have an overall math and science GPA of 5.0 (weighted)
5. Participate in at least ONE of the following:
 • Peer tutor for math or science for two semesters 
 (40 hours)
 • Attend a week (minimum) math or science camp 
 (must be from an accredited school, college or university)
 • Compete in an approved national competition in math 
 or science (research project, essay, etc – a competition 
 that just requires one day involvement will not meet 
 this requirement)
 • Complete an approved internship (40 hours minimum) 
 with a local scientist, researcher, mathematician, etc.

Students do not have to apply to be considered for this 
program; however, they must have departmental approval 
of competitions and internships, and submit a “Verification of 
Math/Science Distinction” by Sept. 15 of their senior year in 
order to claim this distinction on their college applications and 
to receive recognition at graduation.

humanities distinction
Students do not have to apply to be considered for this 
program; however, they should submit a “Verification of 
Humanities Distinction” by Sept. 15 of their senior year in order 
to claim this distinction on their college applications and to 
receive recognition at graduation. Documentation regarding 
all extension work (including internship, summer studies, 
study abroad, awards and honors) must be included.  Extra 
documentation may be provided throughout the year, but the 
minimum requirements must be in process and documented by 
the September deadline.

General Requirements: 
In order for a Charlotte Christian student to graduate with a 
Distinction in Humanities, the following general requirements 
should be met:

1. Have an overall GPA of at least a 4.0 (weighted)
2. Have an overall humanities GPA of 5.0 (weighted)
 -includes all history, modern and classical language, 
 Bible and English classes
3. Have four years of one modern or classical language 
 or three years of one language and one year of a second 
 with no final grade lower than a B in all language courses 
 taken. 
4. Complete double the minimum required number of service  
 hours for each year attending Charlotte Christian through
 grade 11, documented by Sept. 15 of the senior year 
 (at least 220 total).  
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Humanities
 Bible – Mr. Dean Hardy
 English – Mr. Ben Ector or Mrs. Renuka Szymborski
 Social Studies – Mr. Steve Hoff
 World Languages - Mrs. Jenny Ramsey

 Math/Science
  Mrs. Jenny Ramsey or Mrs. Susan Jones

 Fine Arts
  Mrs. Kelly Goley



Specific Humanities Field Requirements: In addition to the above 
general requirements, each area has the following specific 
requirements.

humanities distinction - Bible
1. Any three of the following
  1. US History Advanced Placement
  2. Government & Politics Advanced Placement
  3. Language and Composition Advanced Placement
  4. Literature and Composition Advanced Placement
  5. European History Advanced Placement
  6. Art History Advanced Placement
  7. Spanish Advanced Placement
  8. French Advanced Placement
2. Knights Service Hours – of the 220 hours required for the 
 general Humanities Distinction, 110 must be approved 
 by the Bible department.
3. Attend three multi-day conferences over the upper school 
 career. These conferences must be pre-approved by the 
 Bible department.  A short written survey/summary for 
 each conference will be expected.
4. Read three different books selected by the student and 
 the Bible department. A short summary paper and 
 discussion with the Bible department will be expected.
5. Propose and complete a ministry project as approved 
 by the Bible department.

humanities distinction - English
1. Internship, study abroad, coursework at a college or 
 university, or other activity of equal or greater academic 
 merit.  Work must be pre-approved by the English 
 department to ensure acceptability and have a minimum 
 40 hours commitment.
2. Both Language and Composition Advanced Placement 
 (scoring a 5) and Literature and Composition Advanced 
 Placement (with semester grades no lower than an A).
3. Any one of the following, scoring a 5:
  1. US History Advanced Placement
  2. Government & Politics Advanced Placement
  3. European History Advanced Placement
  4. Art History Advanced Placement
  5. French Advanced Placement
  6. Spanish Advanced Placement
  7. Latin Advanced Placement
4. Writing competitions and awards (at least one award 
 recognized by NCTE or three recognized by ACSI).
5. School publications work (i.e. Yearbook Editor, Newspaper 
 Editor, Literary Magazine Editor).
6. Exit Project (5-7 minute formal speech with visual aid) 
 presented before a three member high school faculty 
 panel made up of at least two instructors in the specific 
 area of distinction.  This project must be completed by  
 appointment before spring break of the senior year.  
 Minimum requirement: defend the reason for accepting 
 your request for distinction.

humanities distinction - social studies
1. Advanced Placement: Score a 4 or higher on the following 
 exams. An A in the class will suffice if the exam scores 
 have not been reported prior to graduation.
  1.  US History Advanced Placement
  2.  US Government and Politics Advanced Placement
  3.  European History Advanced Placement
2. Participate in at least two of the following 
 (must be pre-approved by the department)
  1. Peer tutor for social studies (40 hours)
  2.  Participate in Harvard Model Congress
  3.  Complete an approved internship 
   (40 hours minimum) with a local, 
   state or national political office
  4. Compete in an approved national social studies 
   competition (i.e. patriotic or political essay writing 
   contest)

humanities distinction - world languages
1. Participate in an extended immersion experience 
 (short-term study abroad with home-stay, immersion camp, 
 etc.). Work must be pre-approved by the World Languages 
 Department. (French and Spanish students)
2. French Advanced Placement and Spanish Advanced 
 Placement or four years of one language and one or more 
 years of a second language with a grade no lower than a 
 B in the second language.
3. Any two of the following before the senior year
  1. US History Advanced Placement
  2. Government & Politics Advanced Placement
  3. European History Advanced Placement
  4. Art History Advanced Placement
  5. Language and Composition Advanced Placement
  6. Literature and Composition Advanced Placement
4. Serve on a short-term mission trip to a country whose 
 principal language is the one being studied. Departmental 
 approval must be obtained.
5. Knights Service Hours – 40 must be related to the 
 language being studied.
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fine arts distinction
Students do not have to apply to be considered for this 
program; however, they should submit a “Verification of Fine 
Arts Distinction” by Sept. 15 of their senior year in order to 
claim this distinction on their college applications and to 
receive recognition at graduation.  Documentation regarding 
all extension work (including internship, summer studies, 
study abroad, awards and honors) must be included.  Extra 
documentation may be provided throughout the year, but the 
minimum requirements must be in process and documented by 
the September deadline. 
 
General Requirements: 
In order for a Charlotte Christian student to graduate with 
a Distinction in Fine Arts, the following general requirements 
should be met:
 
1. Have an overall 3.0 GPA in core classes with no ensemble 
 grades lower than an A and no AP grade lower than a B.
2. 60 hours private lessons/studio time/tutoring/etc. 
 (1 unit equivalency)
 (If you wish to book these private lessons/tutoring through 
 Charlotte Christian, there is an approved list available 
 online. All approved private lesson teachers and tutors 
 have submitted to the Charlotte Christian School 
 application process and have undergone background 
 checks. Any private lessons/tutoring via these approved 
 teachers must take place on campus unless permission 
 is received via the Conservatory Review Committee and 
 the Charlotte Christian School Business Office).
3. 30 hours summer program/internship/study abroad/
 coursework at a college or university or work with an 
 outside performance group (.5 unit equivalency)
 This can include Charlotte Christian summer camps, college 
 camp offerings, professional theatres, community or church 
 ensembles, youth organizations.
4. 30 hours competitions/honors programs/clinics/workshops/
 outside performance or exhibit attendance with formal 
 critiques (.5 unit equivalency)
5. 60 hours fine arts service (1 unit equivalency)
6. Enrolled in two fine arts courses per academic year. 
 (8 units equivalency)
 If a student’s concentration is in music, one course in their 
 area of study is required all four years. If a student’s 
 concentration is in visual arts, one course in their area of 
 concentration is required all four years. If a student’s 
 concentration is in theatre, one course in their area of 
 concentration is required all four years. This course 
 requirement may also be fulfilled through independent 
 study application or through a Charlotte Christian summer 
 camp for academic credit. 
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
Old Testament Survey 
covers the books of the Old 
Testament.  The aim is to 
acquaint each student with the 
background, content, message 
and personal application of 
each book, and also to study 
the unity of all the books in 
the progress of revelation and 
redemption.  At the completion 
of this course, students will 
be able to list the basic 
facts regarding each book’s 
historical background, theme 
and content, understand 

creation theories, describe the meaning 
of the prophetic office, describe Israel’s 
geography and the location of important 
historical sites, list the basic themes and 
features of Biblical prophecy, describe 
the basic features of Hebrew poetry and 
apply the Old Testament’s message to our 
modern cultural context.

Freshman requirement  •  1 credit
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NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY
New Testament Survey covers the books of 
the New Testament. The aim is to acquaint 
each student with the gospels, history of 
the early church, epistles and Revelation. 
At the completion of the course, students 
will be able to list the basic facts of each 
book’s historical background, theme and 
content, understand the life of Christ and 
His teachings, describe the history of the 
early church, analyze the attributes of a 
Christian lifestyle through examination of 
the epistles, and discuss the meaning of 
Revelation. 

Sophomore requirement  •  1 credit

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 
AND WORLD RELIGIONS
Christian Theology and World Religions 
teaches students to critique other faiths 
from a biblical and logical perspective 
and equips students with the ability to 
respond intelligently to those of other 
belief systems.  The first semester of this 
course traces the historical development 
of the Church and includes an overview 
of the major doctrines of Christianity.  
Students learn to articulate biblical 
doctrines such as the doctrine of God, 
the Trinity, angels and salvation, and to 
debate opposing theological similarities 
and differences of Catholicism, Eastern 
Orthodoxy and the various Protestant 
denominations.  The second semester 
encompasses a critical examination of all 
major world religions including Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Islam and cults. 

Junior requirement  •  1 credit

CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY AND 
APOLOGETICS
Christian Philosophy and Apologetics 
focuses on the study of apologetics as 
students discover a rational basis for their 
faith, face their doubts and questions, and 
strive toward a close relationship with 
Christ.  Substantial time is spent laying a 
foundation whereby students may see the 
role of the mind in their relationship with 
our Creator and Lord. The relationship 
between faith and reason is discussed 
and the philosophical underpinnings of 
Christianity are investigated.  Students 
are challenged to take a critical look at 
the worldviews that permeate the cultures 
of this world.  Throughout the year, 
students are encouraged to make the 
Christian faith their own, no longer relying 
on others for their justification of belief.  
This class culminates in an extensive paper 
in which the students give their personal 
statement of faith.

Senior requirement  •  1 credit

36



FRENCH I
French I, which introduces the 
French language and its culture, 
covers most basic functions of 
the language. Emphasis is on 
listening, speaking, reading 
and writing skills within a 
given context and extending 
outside the classroom 
setting when possible.  An 
overview of the culture – its 
products (literature, laws, 
foods, games), perspectives 
(attitudes, values, beliefs), and 
practices (patterns of social 
interaction) – is integrated 

throughout the course.  Students acquire 
insight into how languages and cultures 
work by comparing the French language 
and culture to their own.  Topics of study 
include the calendar, weather, family 
and home, time, school, sports, the Lord’s 
prayer, Psalms, and Bible verses related 
to themes.  Students participate in the 
National French Contest.  The class is 
conducted in French and English.   

Prerequisite: None  •  1 credit

FRENCH II
French II continues developing the skills 
of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing as students participate in simple 
conversational situations by combining 
learned elements of the language 
orally and in writing.  Students compose 
sentences that narrate, describe, compare 
and summarize familiar topics from the 
French culture.  They also use the language 
to communicate basic survival needs and 
interact on everyday issues inside and 
outside the classroom setting.  Students 
expand their understanding of similarities 
and differences between their own culture 
and language and those of France 
and participate in the National French 
Contest.  Students completing this course 
are able to recite the Ten Commandments 
and learn specific assigned Bible verses.  
The class is conducted predominantly in 
French.  

Prerequisite: 80% year end grade in 
French I and sufficient score on end of 
year department placement test    
•  1 credit

FRENCH II HONORS  
French II Honors continues developing the 
skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing as students participate in simple 
conversational situations by combining 
learned elements of the language 
orally and in writing. Students compose 
sentences that narrate, describe, compare 
and summarize familiar topics from the 
French culture. They also use the language 
to communicate basic survival needs and 
interact on everyday issues inside and 
outside the classroom setting. Students 
expand their understanding of similarities 
and differences between their own culture 
and language and those of France 
and participate in the National French 
Contest. Students completing this course 
are able to recite the Ten Commandments 
and learn specific assigned Bible verses. 
The class is conducted predominantly in 
French.   This course may be taken for 
French II (non-honors) credit, with grading 
modifications that reflect expectations 
of general proficiency of the language 
instead of the higher proficiency/mastery 
required at the Honors level.  Students will 
receive one additional quality point.

Prerequisite:  90% year end grade 
in French I, sufficient score on end of 
year department placement test and 
departmental approval  •  1 credit

FRENCH III HONORS
French III Honors offers additional 
opportunities for expanding the skills of 
language learning: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing.  Students initiate 
and maintain face-to-face communication 
in French.  They identify main ideas 
and significant details in discussion, 
presentations, and written texts and 
interpret authentic materials.  Students 
are introduced to brief literary works and 
participate in the National French Contest.  
The class is conducted predominantly 
in French.  Students will receive one 
additional quality point.

Prerequisite: 90% year end grade 
in French II Honors, sufficient score 
on placement test (if necessary) and 
departmental approval    •  1 credit

FRENCH IV HONORS
French IV Honors focuses on enabling 
students to communicate in writing 
and in extended conversations on a 
variety of topics.  Students use more 
complex grammatical structures as they 
narrate, discuss, and support ideas 
and concepts with concrete facts.  Upon 
course completion, students have a 
good understanding of what is socially 
acceptable in the French culture.  
Emphasis is on literature, and students 
are introduced to Alexandre Dumas’ Le 
Comte de Monte Cristo.  At the conclusion 
of the course, students are required to 
give their testimony in writing in French 
using biblical references. Students take 
the National French Contest and may take 
the SAT II written component. The class is 
conducted in French. Students receive an 
extra quality point.  

Prerequisite: 85% year end grade in 
French III Honors and departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

FRENCH LANGUAGE 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
French Language Advanced Placement 
emphasizes conversation, grammar and 
composition.  The class enables students 
to attain high levels of ability in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.  They are 
exposed to a variety of genres to help 
them expand their knowledge of formal 
language in oral and written forms, 
thereby increasing levels of coherency, 
resourcefulness, fluency, and accuracy.  
Students are graded using the AP scale.   
This is a 500 Level class where students 
receive two extra quality points upon 
completion of the AP exam. This class is 
conducted in French.  

Prerequisite: 89% year end grade in 
French IV Honors and/or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit
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upper school

LATIN I, LATIN II HONORS, AND LATIN 
III HONORS
Latin I, II Honors, and III Honors are 
offered as a part of the school’s core 
curriculum in an online format through 
Sevenstar Academy.  Please see http://
www.sevenstaracademy.org for course 
descriptions.

Prerequisite: 85% year end grade in 
previous Latin course for entry into Latin II 
Honors or Latin III Honors •  1 credit

SPANISH I
Spanish I introduces the Spanish language 
and its culture, as students learn and 
perform the most basic functions of the 
language.  Emphasis is on development 
of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing within a given context, extending 
outside the classroom setting when 
possible. A general introduction to the 
culture - its products (literature, laws, 
foods, games), perspectives (attitudes, 
values, beliefs), and practices (patterns 
of social interaction) – is integrated 
throughout the course.  Students acquire 
insight into how languages and cultures 
work by comparing the second language 
and culture to their own.  Topics of study 
include the calendar, weather, family and 
home, time, school, sports, Psalms, and 
Bible verses related to themes as well as 
the Lord’s Prayer.  Students participate in 
the National Spanish Exam.  The class is 
conducted in Spanish and English.   

Prerequisite: None  •  1 credit

SPANISH II
Spanish II continues developing the skills 
of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing as students participate in simple 
conversational situations by combining 
learned elements of the language orally 
and in writing. Students are provided 
additional time to strengthen skills and 
understanding of concepts first learned 
in Spanish I and are exposed to new 
skills and concepts as sequentially 
appropriate.  They compose simple 
sentences to narrate, describe, compare 
and summarize familiar topics from 
the Spanish culture. They also use the 
language to communicate basic survival 
needs and interact on everyday issues 
inside and outside the classroom setting. 
Students expand their understanding of 
the similarities and differences between 
their own culture and language and those 
of Spanish-speaking countries. Students 
are able to recite the Ten Commandments 
and specified Bible verses.  Students take 
the National Spanish exam.  The class is 
conducted in Spanish and in English. 

Prerequisite:  80% year end grade in 
Spanish I and sufficient score on year end 
department placement test   •  1 credit

SPANISH II HONORS
Spanish II Honors continues developing 
the skills of listening, speaking, reading 
and writing as students participate 
in simple conversational situations by 
combining learned elements of the 
language orally and in writing. They 
compose sentences that narrate, describe, 
compare and summarize familiar topics 
from the Spanish culture. They also use the 
language to communicate basic survival 
needs and interact on everyday issues 
inside and outside the classroom setting. 
Students expand their understanding of 
the similarities and differences between 
their own culture and language and those 
of Spanish-speaking countries. Students 
are able to recite the Ten Commandments 
and specified Bible verses.  The class is 
conducted predominantly in Spanish and 
will move at a quicker pace.  Students 
take the National Spanish exam.  Students 
will receive one additional quality point.

Prerequisite: 90% year end grade in 
Spanish I, sufficient score on an end of 
year department placement test and 
departmental approval   •  1 credit

SPANISH III
Spanish III builds upon the foundation of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills begun in levels I and II.  Students 
respond to and maintain face-to-face 
communication in Spanish.  They identify 
main ideas and significant details in 
discussion, presentations, and written 
texts and interpret authentic materials.  
Students may take the National Spanish 
Exam. At the conclusion of the course 
they are able to present a simple plan of 
salvation in writing.  The class is conducted 
predominantly in Spanish.  

Prerequisite: 80% year end grade in 
Spanish II  •  1 credit
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SPANISH III HONORS
Spanish III Honors offers additional 
opportunities for expanding the skills of 
language learning: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills.  Students 
initiate, respond to and sustain face-to-
face communication in Spanish.  They 
identify main ideas and significant details 
in discussion, presentations, and written 
texts and interpret authentic materials.  
By the conclusion of the course students 
will have been taught the grammar and 
other language tools necessary to go on 
to advanced language courses.  Students 
are introduced to brief literary works and 
take the National Spanish Exam. The class 
is conducted predominantly in Spanish.   
Students will receive one additional 
quality point. 

Prerequisite: 90% year end grade in 
Spanish II, sufficient score on placement 
test (if necessary), and departmental 
approval; or 80% year end grade in 
Spanish II Honors   •  1 credit

SPANISH IV HONORS
Spanish IV Honors focuses on enabling 
students to communicate in writing and in 
extended conversations on a variety of 
topics.  Students use complex grammatical 
structures as they narrate, discuss and 
support ideas and concepts with concrete 
facts.  Upon course completion, students 
have a good understanding of what is 
socially acceptable in the Spanish culture.  
Emphasis is placed on literature and culture 
with an introduction to selected literary 
readings in Spanish.  At the conclusion 
of the course, students are required to 
give their testimony in writing in Spanish 
using Biblical references.  Students may 
take the SAT II written component and will 
participate in the National Spanish Exam. 
The class is conducted in Spanish.  Students 
receive an extra quality point.    

Prerequisite: 89% year end grade in 
Spanish III and departmental approval or 
85% year end grade in Spanish III Honors 
and departmental approval  •  1 credit

SPANISH LANGUAGE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT
Spanish Language Advanced 
Placement®emphasizes conversation and 
composition. The class enables students 
to attain high levels of ability in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.  Students 
are exposed to a variety of genres to 
help them expand their knowledge of 
formal language in oral and written 
forms, thereby increasing their coherency, 
resourcefulness, fluency and accuracy.  
Students are graded according to the 
AP scale. This is a 500 Level class where 
students receive two extra quality points 
upon completion of the AP exam.  The 
class is conducted in Spanish.    

Prerequisite: 89% year end grade in 
Spanish IV Honors and departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

SPANISH LITERATURE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT
Spanish Literature Advanced Placement 
is a survey course of Peninsular and Latin 
American literature.  The course focuses 
on critical reading and writing in Spanish. 
Students will become familiar with major 
literary movements and the philosophies 
behind them, as well as the major authors 
who exemplify each. They will study how 
language is connected to and shaped by 
the history, cultural practices and values 
of those who speak it, as reflected in 
the literature of Hispanic peoples. As a 
part of the course, students are expected 
to acquire the terminology of literary 
analysis in Spanish, discuss and criticize 
literature in writing, and refine general 
skills in speaking and writing Spanish. This 
is a 500 Level class where students receive 
two extra quality points upon completion 
of the AP exam. The class is conducted in 
Spanish.

Prerequisite: 89% year end grade in 
Spanish IV Honors, 89% year end grade 
in Spanish Language Advanced Placement 
and departmental approval  •  1 credit
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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN II
In this second semester course, students will 
expand upon the basics that they learned 
in Google Sketchup while using AutoCAD. 
This is a continuation of Architectural 
Design I and elements of that course will 
be essential building blocks for this class.

Prerequisite: Architectural Design I  
•  .5 credit

COMPUTER SCIENCE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT
Computer Science Advanced Placement 
is a rigorous programming course.  Topics 
include loops, arrays, data structures, 
objects, methods and interfaces.  Students 
are required to take the first semester 
exam and the Advanced Placement exam.  
This is a 500 Level class where students 
receive two extra quality points upon 
completion of the AP exam.

Prerequisite:  Completion of or concurrent 
enrollment in Pre-Calculus Honors and/or 
departmental approval  •  1 credit

WEB DESIGN
Web Design is for students who have a 
strong interest in learning the non-linear 
languages and graphic design used in 
web design.  Students learn hand coding 
of HTML, XML, CSS as well as the basics 
of designing a functional Web site.  This 
course equips students with the proper 
understanding to develop and deploy a 
fully functional Web site.  Students learn 
basic Adobe Photoshop techniques to 
achieve quality web graphics.  The class 
takes an in-depth look at good data 
structure, navigation and presentation 
practices.

Prerequisite: Available to juniors and 
seniors, Computer Applications and/or 
departmental approval  
•  .5 credit

upper school
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ADOBE® ILLUSTRATOR®
Adobe® Illustrator® defines 
the future of vector graphics 
with ground-breaking creative 
options and powerful tools for 
efficiently publishing artwork.  
Students produce superb 
graphics using symbols and 
innovative artistic options, 
explore creative ideas with 
live distortion tools, and 
publish in record time with 
dynamic data-driven graphics 
and other productivity 
features.  This course is 
recommended for visual art 
students as projects will be 
artistic in nature. This course 
may count toward the meeting 
of the fine arts graduation 
requirement.

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

ADOBE® PHOTOSHOP®
Adobe® Photoshop® explores the 
professional image-editing standard that 
helps graphic designers, photographers, 
and Web designers create the highest 
quality images for print, the Web, 
and other applications.  Students will 
experience training in this software 
application, as well as fundamentals of 
design and elements of photography 
enhancement and manipulation.  This 
course may count toward the meeting of 
the fine arts graduation requirement.

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN I
This first semester course introduces 
students to the fundamentals of 
Google Sketchup commonly used in the 
architectural or engineering industries. 
Students become familiar with the 
program, drawing techniques and design. 
Although there are several industries that 
use Google Sketchup, this course focuses 
on residential architecture.

Prerequisite: None • .5 credit 
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ART 1
Art I is a basic introduction 
to various visual art concepts 
and art-making techniques. 
Students will use various 
art media and methods to 
create drawings, paintings, 
prints, and ceramic pieces.  
Projects will be based on an 
understanding and use of 
the basic “Elements of Art” 
and “Principles of Design.”  
Developing the ability to 
“see” artistically and to solve 
visual problems creatively will 
also be emphasized. 

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

ART II
Art II is for students who have had 
some art experience and who wish to 
further develop their art skills. The focus 
is on creative development and skill 
maintenance. Projects include two- and 
three-dimensional creations. 

Prerequisite: Art I and/or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

STUDIO ART HONORS
Studio Art Honors is a year long advanced 
level studio art class that is a precursor 
to AP Studio Art.  Students will further 
develop their artistic skills and knowledge 
through drawing, painting, collage, 
printmaking and darkroom photography. 
They will explore experimental mediums 
and develop a portfolio of quality works.  
Students will receive one additional 
quality point. 

Prerequisite: Art II   •  1 credit



STUDIO ART ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Studio Art Advanced Placement enables 
juniors and seniors who are highly 
motivated and committed to art to do 
college level work while still in upper 
school.  The program requires a portfolio 
of the year’s work arranged according 
to specific guidelines.  At the end of the 
school year, students must submit their 
completed portfolios to the College Board 
for evaluation.  This is a 500 Level class 
where students receive two extra quality 
points upon completion of the AP exam.  
This course may be repeated for credit.  

Prerequisite: Art II and/or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

ART HISTORY ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Art History Advanced Placement provides 
an art history survey of both Western 
and non-Western art.  The class explores 
the relationship of art to various cultures 
and time periods and expands students’ 
thinking skills as they write critical essays.  
Color slides, reproductions and videos 
are used in conjunction with class lectures.  
Students may earn college credit upon 
successful completion of the AP exam 
in Art History.  This is a 500 Level class 
where students receive two extra quality 
points upon completion of the AP exam.

Prerequisite: none  •  1 credit

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
Digital Photography introduces students to 
the fundamentals of digital photography.  
These include camera operation, exposure 
techniques  and an introduction to 
digital output and Photoshop techniques.  
Concepts of effective visual composition 
will be taught.  Projects will emphasize 
development of an awareness of our 
visual environment.  Various subjects will be 
photographed in creative and innovative 
ways to help students go beyond the “point 
and shoot” level of digital photography.  
Students must supply their own SLR digital 
camera with standard lens.

Prerequisite: none  •  .5 credits

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY II
Digital Photography II offers an in-depth 
study of the principles and techniques of 
photography.  The goal of this class will 
be to produce artistic photographs with 
the expectation of developing a portfolio 
of works. Students must supply their own 
SLR digital camera with standard lens.

Prerequisite: Digital Photography  
•  .5 credits

DRAWING AND PRINTMAKING
Drawing and Printmaking focuses on 
both traditional and nontraditional 
drawing and printmaking techniques 
with an emphasis on experimentation 
and exploration of various 2-D media. 
Projects will utilize pencil, pen and ink, 
scratch board, charcoal, colored pencil, 
and more.
 
Prerequisite: None  •  1 credit

SCULPTURE
This semester course provides an 
introduction to 3-dimensional design 
principles as applied to the sculpture-
making process.  Students will work 
hands-on to create sculptural forms 
using various sculpting techniques and 
materials.  These materials will include 
(but not necessarily be limited to) clay, 
plaster, wire, wood, cardboard, found 
objects etc.  Through this course students 
will focus on technical, historical, aesthetic, 
and cultural aspects of sculpture, as they 
develop their own personal style of 
developing 3-dimensional artwork.
 
Prerequisite:  None  •  .5 credit
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CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
Chamber Ensemble is the 
school’s top level orchestral 
class requiring application of 
advanced techniques, reading 
ability, and musical expression. 
Students continue improving 
tone production and intonation 
on their instrument through the 
use of scale exercises and 
technical studies. Students 
also continue to expand 
their ability to play a range 
of musical styles, as well as 
understanding more about 
major/minor key signatures 

and dynamic expression. The ensemble 
performs grade appropriate music for 
concerts, chapels, competitions, and 
special events. Performances/rehearsals 
outside of the regular school day are 
required. Honors credit is available to 
any interested student and is based upon 
application as well as completion of 
additional requirements.

Prerequisite: Departmental approval/
Instrument Proficiency  •  1 credit

DIGITAL MUSIC
Students will learn basic concepts of 
electronic music and will be introduced to 
and develop proficiency in Garageband 
music recording and editing software. This 
course will require the use of a personal 
Macbook laptop or Ipad. A mini piano 
keyboard of 25 or more keys will be 
needed to complete assignments at home.

Prerequisite: Previous musical experience 
and teacher recommendation required. 
Contact Mr. Humphries for more 
information  •  .5 credit
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HONORS CHOIR
Honors Choir, the school’s top choral 
group, is comprised of upper school 
vocalists who have achieved excellence in 
vocal technique, sight-reading, and choral 
ensemble skills.  They perform grade IV 
repertoire according to the North Carolina 
Performing Arts Standards.  The class 
meets as a zero hour course before school 
and performance/rehearsals outside of 
the regular school day are required.  A 
student accompanist (piano) position is 
available and any student interested 
would need to audition.  Students will 
receive one additional quality point.  

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit 

JAZZ BAND HONORS
Jazz Band Honors allows students to 
explore the jazz idiom.  They will learn 
to play many styles of jazz, from swing 
and blues to Latin and rock.  Students 
will focus on the concepts of rhythm, 
tonality, and technique as they prepare 
for concerts and outside performance 
venues during the year.  Improvisation 
will be encouraged.  This class will meet 
as a zero hour course before school and 
performance/rehearsals outside of the 
regular school day will be required.  
Students will receive one additional 
quality point.  Wind players must be 
members in good standing in Wind 
Ensemble to participate in Jazz Band.

Prerequisite: Audition and/or 
departmental approval  •  .5 credit

INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC THEORY
Introduction to Music Theory is designed to 
give students a foundation of knowledge 
and understanding in music theory, and will 
be useful for students who are interested 
in vocal or instrumental music.  This class 
will serve as a prerequisite to AP Music 
Theory.  Students will study topics such as: 
melody (how to read notes), rhythm (how 
to count music), scales (major/minor keys), 
chords (what makes up a chord), history 
(composers and musical periods).

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

MUSIC THEORY
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Music Theory Advanced Placement is 
academically oriented, requiring students 
to read, analyze, discuss, and create 
music, as well as to apply techniques of 
the baroque-classical era to modern music.  
Students learn the system of notation used 
in classical music, and discern keys, meters, 
note names and rhythms.  They understand 
the construction and relationships of major 
and minor scales, identify related key 
signatures, identify intervals and chords 
used in classical music, and construct these 
intervals and chords from a given note.  
Students also develop skills of melodic, 
rhythmic, and harmonic discernment 
and dictation. They increase their pitch 
recognition and music memory and use 
these skills to scribe music played for 
them.  This is a 500 Level class where 
students receive two extra quality points 
upon completion of the AP exam.

Prerequisite: Intro to Music Theory and/or 
departmental approval  •  1 credit
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VOCAL TECHNIQUES
This class develops proper vocal technique 
in a group lesson voice class. Students 
focus on breathing, vocal range, diction 
(English and foreign language), and 
projection while preparing for a solo and 
ensemble recital. 

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

WIND ENSEMBLE
Wind Ensemble, the premiere band 
at Charlotte Christian School, enables 
students to use their musical ability as a 
service to the school and as a ministry 
for God’s glory. The ensemble performs 
grade appropriate music for concerts, 
chapels, competitions, and special 
events. Students understand performance 
demands of a variety of styles and 
demonstrate professional conduct at 
rehearsals and concerts. Students make 
informed, intelligent decisions about 
expressive qualities that can be derived 
from musical selections. Students taking 
Wind Ensemble for Honors credit  are 
required to perform in an additional 
ensemble or other qualified jury process. 
Performances/rehearsals outside of the 
regular school day are required.

Prerequisite: Departmental  approval/
instrument proficiency  •  1 credit

ACTING I
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BROADCASTING
Broadcasting educates students on the 
power and potential of various mass-
communication strategies. Broadcasting 
class will create a news magazine that will 
air weekly to all upper school students. 
In addition to the news magazine, 
students will also learn how to create a 
broadcasting personality, which they will 
utilize throughout the school year. Students 
will be required to learn editing on Final 
Cut®, and create news stories in words 
and pictures on Celtx®.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Intro 
to Film Production and/or Film Studies, 
application & departmental approval  
•  1 credit

INTRODUCTION TO FILM PRODUCTION
In this semester course, students will learn 
the basics of how to write, plan, shoot, 
and edit various video content. This hands 
on course will explain how to shoot news 
anchors, interviews, music videos, and 
short films. Students will become proficient 
in basic camera handling, scriptwriting 
using Celtx software, and editing on Final 
Cut. 

Prerequisite: None • .5 credit

FILM STUDIES
Film Studies teaches the basics behind this 
narrative format through various forms 
of cinematic analysis.  Students gain a 
strong understanding of genre, style and 
important historical and contemporary 
contributions while gaining a clear picture 
of the film industry’s social and political 
impact.  

Prerequisite: None  •  .5  credit

ACTING I
Acting I is a one-semester 
course that focuses on the 
basics of voice and movement 
as well as development of 
strong characters through 
improvisation and script 
analysis.  Memorization 
of pieces and in-class 
performance is required as 
students develop diction and 
speech abilities.  

Prerequisite: None  • .5  credit

ACTING II
Acting II is designed to further 
develop students’ acting skills 
as students expand their 
knowledge and ability in 

understanding character. In depth work 
in improvisation is key to this class as 
students learn to think on their feet and 
immerse themselves in the circumstances of 
their environment.  Memorization of pieces 
and in class performance is required as 
students continue to develop their acting 
range.

Prerequisite: Acting I and/or departmental 
approval  •  .5 credit

ACTING STUDIO HONORS
Acting Studio Honors is an honors course 
that trains and prepares the ACT 1 Drama 
Team to perform sketches, short plays, and 
full length productions for chapels, Windy 
Gap, Charlotte Christian main stage 
productions,  the Charlotte community 
and various competitions and festivals. 
Work outside the classroom is required 
for performance and preparation. 
Mandatory attendance and participation 
includes but is not limited to Summer 
Rehearsal Dates TBA, Windy Gap, NCTC/
SETC Festivals, Wingate Shakespeare 
Recitation Competition, ITS State Theatre 
Festival, and the CITA Theatre Festival. 
Open to grades 9-12.  Students will 
receive one additional quality point.

Prerequisite: By audition only  •  1 credit

PERFORMING ARTS COLLEGE 
PREPARATION
This course is designed for advanced 
theatre and music students who plan to 
major or minor in a fine arts discipline in 
college.  Students will complete a variety 
of tasks designed to assist them in college 
program selection, the general college 
application process, and the audition 
process required for admission to the 
highly competitive arena of bachelor’s 
collegiate programs in dance, dance 
education, music, vocal performance, 
music education, theatre studies, 
technical theatre, musical theatre, theatre 
education, and acting.   Students will also 
examine the integration of a Biblical 
worldview on a college  campus and 
financial responsibility along with social 
and cultural pressures that face young 
adults. 

Prerequisite: At least three semesters of 
performing arts courses or classes (Acting 
1 Acting 2, ACT  1, Choir, off campus 
Dance classes, dance team, participation 
in a school or off campus production 
•  .5 credit

INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING
Introduction to Public Speaking teaches a 
better understanding of the art of public 
speaking and improves each student’s skill 
in that arena. The coursework will include 
but not be limited to several in-class 
presentations, several improvisational 
speeches, in-class lecture and note taking, 
review of several famous speeches 
throughout history, the skill of debate, the 
skill of using power point in speeches, and 
a final project of a 12-15 minute speech. 
This course meets the school’s speech 
requirement.

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit
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ENGLISH 9
English 9 focuses on 
developing critical thinking, 
reading comprehension, and 
writing skills. Students analyze 
short stories, novels, poetry, 
and drama as they build their 
understanding of literary 
structure, style, and meaning.  
They continue refinement of 
writing skills through multiple 
literary analysis papers and 
expand these analytical 
abilities by consulting non-
fiction resources to write a 
research paper.  Students 

build vocabulary skills through the study 
of prefixes, suffixes, roots, analogies, 
and words in context.  In grammar, they 
review parts of speech and sentence 
structure, focusing on skills for effective 
communication.

Prerequisite: English 8  •  1 credit    
  
ENGLISH 9 HONORS
English 9 Honors differs from English 9 in 
the intensity and depth of study. Students 
read more independently, complete more 
writing assignments and demonstrate 
mastery of abstract concepts.  Students 
receive an extra quality point.  

Prerequisite: 93% year end grade in 
English 8 or 85% year end grade in English 
8 and departmental recommendation  
• 1 credit 

WRITING THROUGH THE HUMANITIES
This intensive writing course explores 
the mechanics, style and expectations 
of formal writing through the study 
of various writing elements of the 
humanities.  Discussion will center on an 
integration of art, literature, history and 
the Bible.  Through these discussions, 
students will focus on rhetorical elements 
of style including diction, detail, figurative 
language, syntax and organization.  
Ultimately, students will gain a greater 
understanding of themselves and their 
place as creative beings in God’s universe.

Students entering ninth grade may have 
their Writing Through the Humanities 
requirement waived by the administration 
based on demonstrated proficiency. 
•  .5 credit

ENGLISH 10
English 10 builds on foundations of 
composition, literary analysis, vocabulary 
and critical thinking.  As students encounter 
prose, poetry and nonfiction from the 
major literary periods, they consider style 
and theme from a Biblical perspective 
and within the context of the writer’s 
life and times.  They prove, practice and 
further develop their ability to write 
clearly and effectively.  Vocabulary study 
concentrates on building skills related to 
college entrance exams.   

Prerequisite: English 9 or English 9 Honors
•  1 credit

ENGLISH 10 HONORS
English 10 Honors differs from English 10 in 
the intensity and depth of study.  Students 
read more independently, complete 
more complex writing assignments and 
demonstrate mastery of abstract concepts.  
Students receive an extra quality point.  

Prerequisite: 93% year end grade in 
English 9 or 89% year end grade in 
English 9 Honors and departmental 
approval; students with an 85% year end 
grade in English 9 will be considered with 
a recommendation from the department
•  1 credit

ENGLISH 11
A junior class where students will examine 
ancient and modern literary works from 
China, Japan, India, the Middle East, 
South America, Western Africa, Europe 
(mainly Eastern), and native cultures.  
Students will develop critical reading and 
analytical skills as they explore novels, 
plays, dramas, poems, short stories, and 
essays.  Particular attention is given to 
improving writing skills.  Vocabulary and 
grammar study continue to emphasize 
correct application of words in various 
contexts.

Prerequisite: English 10 or 10 Honors
•  1 credit

ENGLISH 11 HONORS
This course differs from English 11 in the 
intensity and depth of study.  Students will 
also connect how religions, geography, 
politics and history influence global 
literature.  Students read more works 
independently, complete more complex 
writing assignments, and demonstrate 
greater fluency in critical reasoning and 
expression.  A strong emphasis is placed 
on preparing students for college-level 
reasoning and writing.  Students receive 
an extra quality point.

Prerequisite: 93% year end grade in 
English 10 or 89% year end grade in 
English 10 Honors and departmental 
approval; students with an 85% year end 
grade in English 10 will be considered with 
a recommendation from the department
•  1 credit

ENGLISH 12
European Literature is a senior English 
class which surveys great works and 
writers from various Western European 
cultural backgrounds ranging from ancient 
to contemporary.  A special unit will be 
taught on British Literature.  Students will 
develop critical reading, thinking and 
analyzing skills from a Biblical perspective 
as they examine selected poetry, fiction, 
and drama.  Particular attention is given 
to improving writing skills and students will 
write several major essays per semester 
in order to refine their analytical abilities 
and prepare for a successful transition to 
college work.  Vocabulary and grammar 
study will continue to emphasize correct 
application of words in their effectiveness 
in written and oral language. 

Prerequisite: English 11 or 11 Honors or 
AP Language and Composition  
•  1 credit
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ENGLISH 12 HONORS
European Literature Honors differs from 
European Literature in the intensity and 
depth of study.  Students read more works 
in class and independently, complete 
more complex writing assignments, and 
demonstrate greater fluency in critical 
reasoning and expression.

Prerequisite: 93% year end grade in 
English 11 or 89% year end grade in 
English 11 Honors and departmental 
approval; students with an 85% year end 
grade in English 11 will be considered with 
a recommendation from the department 
•  1 credit

LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Language and Composition Advanced 
Placement focuses on written analysis of 
how a writer’s style produces meaning 
and on written preparation of a logical, 
well-supported argument.  Rhetorical 
elements of style studied include diction, 
detail, figurative language, syntax and 
organization.  Timed writing assignments 
and essay revisions are performed 
frequently.  This is a 500 Level class where 
students receive two extra quality points 
upon completion of the AP exam.

Prerequisites: 97% year end grade in 
English 10 with a submission of writing 
sample for review or 93% year end grade 
in English 10 Honors with departmental 
approval and submission of writing 
sample for review.  •  1 credit 

LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Literature and Composition Advanced 
Placement challenges seniors to hone 
their composition skills as they read and 
analyze literary genres and writing styles.  
Students expand their appreciation and 
understanding of language and become 
more perceptive readers and thinkers 
as they study literature from a Christian 
perspective.  The course focuses on major 
works rather than on an anthology; 
consequently, students must be prepared 
to purchase paperback books or to check 
out books from local library branches.  
The environment in this class is competitive, 
and students should be prepared for fast 
pace.  This is a 500 Level class where 
students receive two extra quality points 
upon completion of the AP exam.

Prerequisite: 97% year end grade in 
English 11, 93% year end grade in English 
11 Honors, or 89% year end grade in 
Language and Composition Advanced 
Placement, departmental approval, and 
submission of writing sample for review.  
(Students with a year end grade between 
85%-89% in Language and Composition  
Advanced Placement with a score of at 
least a 3 on the AP Exam will be considered 
with departmental recommendation.)
Available to seniors.  •  1 credit

CREATIVE WRITING
Creative Writing is a semester long 
course designed both for beginners 
and established writers.  Specifically, 
students will focus on genres such as 
poetry, short story, blogs, humor and 
satire, personal essays and memoirs, 
and creative nonfiction. In a workshop 
setting, students will write, revise, and 
review their own work and the work of 
classmates; the goal is both finding one’s 
own writing niche as well as exploring 
technology related to creative writing 
and the publication process.  Because 
learning from the masters makes us better 
wordsmiths, the course will also focus on 
reading their works and imitating their 
craft.  Additionally, when opportunities 
arise, students will participate in local 
writing and literary conferences, festivals, 
and competitions.  

Prerequisite: English 9 or English 9 Honors 
•  .5 credit    

CREATIVE WRITING II
Creative Writing II is a semester  class 
where students will further develop their 
creative writing skills and knowledge.  
Students will focus on genres which further 
develop their unique talents and utilize the 
technology explored in Creative Writing 
I to participate in writing and literary 
conferences, festivals and competitions.

Prerequisite: Creative Writing I •  .5 credit    
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ALGEBRA I
Algebra I reviews pre-
algebra skills and introduces 
the following algebraic 
topics: operations with 
integers, functions, and 
their graphs, solving 
equations and inequalities, 
graphing and writing linear 
equations, solving systems of 
equations and inequalities, 
quadratic equations and 
functions, exponents and 
exponential functions, right 
triangles, radical and 
rational expressions, and 

polynomials.  Problem-solving strategies 
are incorporated throughout the course.  

Prerequisite: Grade of C in Pre-Algebra 
and/or departmental approval  
•  1 credit 

GEOMETRY
Geometry provides a thorough 
introduction to classical Euclidean 
geometry and emphasizes the deductive 
reasoning process.  The course includes 
a study of lines, angles, triangles, circles, 
polygons, solid figures and how they are 
related.  It uses the concepts of coordinate 
geometry, congruence, similarity, area, 
volume, and transformations to analyze 
the different topics in a more hands-on 
approach to geometry.  
 
Prerequisite: Grade of C in Algebra I and 
departmental approval  •  1 credit 
                                                                                             
GEOMETRY HONORS
Geometry Honors provides a thorough 
introduction to classical  Euclidean 
geometry and emphasizes the deductive 
reasoning process.  The course includes 
a study of lines, angles, triangles, circles, 
polygons, solid figures and how they are 
related.  It uses the concepts of coordinate 
geometry, congruence, similarity, area, 
volume, and transformations to analyze 
the topics in a more formal, proof-
centered approach to geometry.  Students 
receive an additional quality point.

Prerequisite: Grade of A in Algebra I and 
departmental approval  •  1 credit                 
           

ALGEBRA II
Algebra II is the study of the real number 
system with an emphasis on functions and 
their properties.  The following topics are 
covered: models, functions, permutations, 
linear systems and relationships, matrices, 
quadratic relations and functions, 
polynomial functions, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, rational functions, 
periodic functions and introductory 
trigonometric concepts.  Problem-solving 
strategies and appropriate technology 
are incorporated throughout the course.  

Prerequisite: Grade of C in Algebra I and 
or departmental approval  •  1 credit    
                                                                    
ALGEBRA II & TRIGONOMETRY 
HONORS
Algebra II Honors prepares students 
for pre-calculus and covers the same 
topics as Algebra II with the addition 
of the following topics in trigonometry: 
translating functions, reciprocal functions, 
identities, equations, Law of Sines 
and Law of Cosines.  Problem-solving 
strategies and appropriate technology 
are incorporated throughout the course.  
Students will receive an additional quality 
point.  

Prerequisite: Grade of A in Algebra I; 
Grade of A in Geometry or grade of B 
in Geometry Honors; and departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

DISCRETE MATHEMATICS
Discrete Mathematics reviews algebraic 
and geometric principles, analyzes 
data and applies probability concepts, 
and highlights business and consumer 
applications as found in real-life 
situations.  Methodology and applications 
from various subject areas (sociology, 
business, ecology, economics, education, 
medicine, psychology and mathematics) 
will be integrated throughout the course 
as well as the inclusion of appropriate 
technology.   

Prerequisite: Grade of C Algebra II  
•  1 credit

ADVANCED FUNCTIONS & MODELING
Advanced Functions and Modeling is for 
students who have completed Algebra II.  
This course provides further development 
of modeling and applying functions.  The 
following functions are included: linear, 
polynomial, exponential, trigonometric, 
power, logarithmic, along with sequences 
and series.  Appropriate technology is 
included in the course.  

Prerequisite: Grade of C in Algebra II 
and/or departmental approval  
•  1 credit  

PROBABILITY, STATISTICS & FINITE 
MATHEMATICS HONORS
This course provides a study of 
contemporary and traditional mathematics 
that includes probability, statistics, 
sequences and series, logic, matrices, 
graph theory, financial mathematics, 
number systems and other finite math 
topics. Appropriate technology is included 
in this course. Students receive an extra 
quality point.

Prerequisite: Grade of C in Algebra II 
and departmental approval  •  1 credit

PRE-CALCULUS
Pre-Calculus covers the topics of a 
freshman year college algebra course. 
Students receive an in-depth study of 
functions including polynomial, power, 
rational, exponential, logistic, logarithmic, 
and trigonometric functions. Also included 
is a study of analytic trigonometry, vectors, 
parametric and polar equations, analytic 
geometry and discrete mathematics. 

Prerequisite: Grade of A in Algebra II 
and/or departmental approval •  1 credit

46



upper school

PRE-CALCULUS HONORS
Pre-Calculus Honors is intended primarily 
for juniors and seniors planning to take 
AP Calculus.  The following topics are 
included: graphing families of functions, 
polynomial, power, rational, exponential, 
logistic, logarithmic and trigonometric 
functions, analytic trigonometry, vectors, 
parametric and polar equations, analytic 
geometry, and an introduction to limits.  
Appropriate technology is included in this 
course.  Students receive an extra quality 
point.    

Prerequisite: Grade of A in Advanced 
Functions & Modeling or grade of B in 
Algebra II Honors and/or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit    

CALCULUS AB ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Calculus AB Advanced Placement is a 
college level course for students planning 
to pursue a college major requiring 
extended use of mathematics. The 
following topics are included: calculating 
derivatives, uses of the derivative, and 
using integrals to find area, volume and 
arc length. This course closely follows 
AP curriculum and gives students an 
opportunity to earn college credit while 
still in upper school. This is a 500 Level 
class where students receive two extra 
quality points upon completion of the AP 
exam. This AP Calculus course is single-
blocked.

Prerequisite: Grade of B in Pre-Calculus 
Honors, evaluation and/or departmental 
approval • 1 credit

CALCULUS BC ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Calculus AB/BC Advanced Placement is a 
college level course for students planning 
to pursue a college major requiring 
extended use of mathematics.  The 
following topics are included: calculating 
derivatives, uses of the derivative, and 
using integrals to find area, volume and 
arc length.  This course closely follows 
AP curriculum and gives students an 
opportunity to earn college credit while 
still in upper school.  This is a 500 Level 
class where students receive two extra 
quality points upon completion of the AP 
exam.  This AP Calculus course is double-
blocked.

Prerequisite:  Grade of B in Pre-Calculus 
Honors, evaluation and/or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

STATISTICS ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Statistics Advanced Placement examines 
and simulates probability distributions 
in order to predict and estimate future 
events. Students investigate ways to 
analyze the relationship between two 
or more variables through the concepts 
of correlation and regression. Using a 
graphing calculator, students discover 
and understand concepts algebraically, 
graphically and numerically, as the AP 
exam requires.  This is a 500 Level class 
where students receive two extra quality 
points upon completion of the AP exam.

Prerequisite: Grade of B in Pre-Calculus 
Honors, evaluation or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

CALCULUS III HONORS
Calculus III Honors follows Calculus  
Advanced Placement and includes the 
study of multivariable functions, vector-
valued functions in plane and space, 
curvature, double and triple integrals, 
vector analysis, differential equations 
and other advanced math topics.  This is 
a 500 Level class where students receive 
two extra quality points upon completion 
of the AP exam.

Prerequisite: Calculus Advanced Placement 
and/or departmental approval •  1 credit

INTRODUCTION TO
BUSINESS
Introduction  to Business 
provides a foundation 
for business education 
by exploring issues and 
principles of finance, 
marketing, entrepreneurship, 
communications, management, 
economics, leadership and 
human resources. Students 
also study profiles of business 
leaders, challenges in the 
business world and real-life 
business scenarios. 

Prerequisite: Algebra I; scheduling 
priority given to students in grades 10-12  
•  .5 credit

JANUARY TERM
J-Term is the name given to the distinctive 
7-10 day Upper School educational 
experience which falls between the end of 
the Christmas break and the beginning of 
the second semester.  For the 2013-2014 
school year, J-Term begins on January 3 
and runs through January 12 (for longer 
mission/service/senior trips) and January 
6-10 (for on-campus/local class, camp, 
intern, or service experiences).  Monday, 
January 13 is an off day with regular 
second semester classes resuming Tuesday, 
January 14.  The J-Term break makes it 
possible to offer “non-traditional” courses 
as well as a variety of educational and 
mission/service trips. Courses include: 3 or 
6 hour “classes”, mission/service/spiritual 
life trips, internships (juniors and seniors 
only),or the  senior trip.

Prerequisite: Required for all students 
•  .25 credit
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JUNIOR SEMINAR
Junior Seminar is a required semester 
course for all juniors.  This course will help 
prepare students for their senior year as 
well as for college by: equipping them 
with test-taking strategies for the SAT 
and ACT exams; providing opportunity 
for the completion of college essays, 
inventories and resumes; examining the 
impact of worldview on higher education; 
requiring research of specific colleges; 
and instructing effective college visitation 
strategies as well as various important 
relational skills.  A variety of speakers 
will be utilized, according to their areas 
of expertise, all with a common emphasis 
on students seeking God’s good and 
special will for their lives and effectively 
impacting the world around them (their 
senior year and beyond), for Christ.  This 
course is required for graduation. 

Prerequisite: Required for all juniors 
•  .5 credit

INTERNSHIP
This is open to Charlotte Christian seniors 
who have an interest in a specific field and 
that are looking to obtain valuable work 
experience.  Students will be responsible 
for completing 64 hours, an internship 
application, and submitting both a 
supervisor and a personal evaluation in 
order to obtain credit.  

Prerequisite: Available to seniors   
•  .5 credit

LEADERSHIP
What would Michael Jordan, Bill Gates, 
Oprah Winfrey, Rick Warren, Barak 
Obama and Jesus of Nazareth have in 
common?  This semester course will explore 
influential people and the qualities of 
effective leadership; specifically focusing 
on leadership from a Biblical worldview.  
Students in the course may receive honors 
credit if they are actively involved in an 
approved leadership role on campus.

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

LOGIC AND DEBATE
The course trains students how to organize 
their thoughts correctly and articulate 
their ideas intelligently. Students will learn 
the science of forming an argument and 
the art of communicating it with precision 
and respect. This course will cover the 
basics of truth, logic, and argumentation 
which will equip students to recognize 
the philosophical assumptions and 
underpinnings of an argument in order 
to judge its validity. Students will learn 
to identify formal and informal logical 
fallacies and how to construct sound 
syllogisms. There will be ample class time 
dedicated to in-class debates. All students 
will have the opportunity to express 
their skills through debate topics of their 
choice.   This course will meet the speech 
requirement.

Prerequisite:  None  •  .5 credit

SENIOR STUDY HALL 
Eligible seniors, with parental and 
administrative approval, will be permitted 
to leave the building during the first or 
fourth block.  There is no instruction during 
this time, therefore no grade is awarded 
nor do they receive credit. 

Prerequisite: Available to seniors 
•  No credit awarded

STUDY HALL
This is a period in the school day when 
students are not scheduled for an 
academic class.  Study hall is a quiet work 
environment monitored by a teacher.  
There is no instruction during this time, 
therefore no grade is awarded.  Students 
do not receive credit for study hall.

Prerequisite: None  •  No credit awarded

TEACHER AIDE
Teacher Aide gives students hands-on 
experience with routine tasks of a teacher.  
Students are assigned to a teacher for one 
class period.  This class will be evaluated 
with a pass/fail grade only.

Prerequisite: Available to juniors and 
seniors and approval by the designated 
teacher  •  .25 credit
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LIFETIME FITNESS 9
This course will focus on 
educating students as to 
the importance of lifetime 
physical fitness through 
aerobic exercise, flexibility 
training, and strength training. 
Emphasis will be placed on the 
assessment and maintenance 
of physical fitness to improve 
health and performance. 
Additional emphasis 
will be placed upon the 
application of psychological 
and sociological concepts, 
including self-responsibility, 
positive social interaction, 
and group dynamics in the 
learning and performance 
of physical activity. Units of 

activity will include physical fitness as 
well as traditional aerobic sports and 
games.        

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

WEIGHT TRAINING
Weight Training involves basic exercise 
for major muscle groups and routines 
appropriate for developing muscular 
strength and endurance.  The class is open 
to males and females.  Students may 
take this class multiple times, but only one 
credit may be applied toward graduation 
requirements. This class will be evaluated 
with a pass/fail grade only. 
       

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit
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JOURNALISM
Journalism is designed to give 
students a solid grounding 
in the field of journalism.  
Students will study the 
fundamental principles of 
gathering, writing, reporting, 
and editing news. They will 
develop composition skills 
appropriate for news stories, 
feature articles, news columns, 
and editorials. Students 
research school topics and 
write articles for a school 
publication that they organize 
and print. Students must be 

highly committed to school newspaper 
production to gain admittance into this 
course.

Prerequisite: None  •  1 credit    

YEARBOOK
Yearbook teaches the art of producing a 
JK-12 yearbook.  Because of the many 
deadline pressures involved, students 
must be organized and responsible.  The 
ability to write well and some experience 
in photography, design and layout are 
useful for this class.  Admission to this 
course is limited to 12 students. 

Prerequisite: Available to juniors and 
seniors, English 9 or 9 Honors, English 
10 or 10 Honors, and/or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

ANATOMY/PHYSIOLOGY 
HONORS
This course involves a survey 
of the structure, function 
and interactive dynamics of 
the human body. Students 
will understand functional 
anatomy with application to 
life experience through case 
studies. This course requires a 
keen interest in human anatomy 
and physiology.  The first 
semester covers fundamentals 
of anatomy and physiology 
while the second semester 
explores each body system in 

detail. Dissections are required. Students 
are given the option of completing a 
practicum in the training room or writing 
a research paper.. Students who elect 
the practicum will be eligible to work 
in the training room for service hours in 
subsequent years.  Students receive an 
additional quality point for this class.

Prerequisite: None  •  1 credit

ASTRONOMY
Astronomy is a year long science 
elective that targets students who have a 
fascination with the complexity, order, and 
grand design of the universe.  The course 
explores the continually developing 
cosmos that surrounds us for as far as 
telescopes allow us to see.  Topics include 
recognizing constellations, our solar 
system, black holes, galaxies, origin 
theories, asteroid collisions with Earth, and 
manned space flight.  Evening star parties 
will be offered throughout the year 
for students to see the glory of the sky 
firsthand with an 8” telescope.  Sunspots 
will be observed during daylight hours.  

Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry, and 
Algebra II and/or departmental approval  
•  1 credit

BIOLOGY
Biology integrates regular class work 
with laboratory experience to offer a 
broad understanding of many biological 
topics. Students begin the year by 
learning general characteristics of 
living organisms. They study life at the 
molecular/chemical level and then learn 
the function and structure of cells, the 
metabolic processes that keep organisms 
alive, and the genetic and reproductive 
properties that maintain all species.  
During second semester, students begin 
to classify organisms according to specific 
kingdom and species characteristics. A 
unit on ecology allows students to discover 
how species relate to living and non-living 
parts of their environment. Several weeks 
of the course are involved in examining 
theories about the origin of life. During 
this time, students are encouraged to 
research, question, and discover fallacies 
and evidences surrounding these theories. 
Throughout the year, students learn the 
importance of biology in everyday life. 
They are encouraged to find the perfect 
design God planned in the living world 
He created.   

Prerequisite: Conceptual Physics and/or 
departmental approval  •  1 credit

BIOLOGY HONORS
Biology Honors is for ninth grade students 
who exhibit exceptional skill in math and 
science. Topics are similar to those covered 
in Biology, but are covered with increased 
breadth and depth. Students receive an 
extra quality point.  

Prerequisite: Grade of A in Earth Science, 
departmental approval and concurrent 
enrollment in Geometry Honors or Algebra 
II Trigonometry Honors  •  1 credit
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BIOLOGY 500
Biology 500 builds on the strong 
foundation of the honors science classes 
and is the equivalent of a general college 
biology course for non-science majors. 
The course continues to develop students’ 
ability to think critically as they collect, 
analyze, and interpret data. Utilizing 
original scientific papers and designing 
their own experiments, students will learn 
to express ideas with clarity and logic. 
Specific biological topics are investigated 
in depth.   

Prerequisite: Average grade of B or 
above in each Biology Honors, Chemistry 
Honors and/or departmental approval • 
1 credit

BIOLOGY ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Biology Advanced Placement is the 
equivalent of a course that biology majors 
take as college freshmen and gives 
students the opportunity to earn college 
credit. Students receive two extra quality 
points upon completion of the AP exam. 
This course is double blocked..

Prerequisite: Average grade of A or 
above in each Biology Honors, Chemistry 
Honors and/or departmental approval 
• 1 credit

CHEMISTRY
Chemistry explores the composition, 
structure, properties and transformation 
of matter. Its problem-solving approach 
coordinates theoretical elements of the 
science with laboratory experimentation. 
Students receive an introduction to 
the major divisions of chemistry and 
develop a greater understanding of and 
appreciation for the order and design of 
God’s creation.    

Prerequisite:  Biology and Geometry and 
concurrent enrollment in Algebra II  
•  1 credit

CHEMISTRY HONORS
Chemistry Honors is for students who 
exhibit exceptional aptitude in math and 
science. Topics are covered with increased 
breadth and depth and require more time 
(e.g., labs) than an ordinary chemistry 
course. Students receive an extra quality 
point.   

Prerequisite:  Grade of B or above in 
Biology Honors and concurrent enrollment 
in Algebra II Honors and/or departmental 
approval  •  1 credit
 
CHEMISTRY ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Chemistry Advanced Placement is the 
equivalent of a general college chemistry 
course and gives students the opportunity 
to earn college credit.  The course 
continues to develop students’ ability to 
think critically and to express ideas orally 
and in writing with clarity and logic.  
Topics are investigated in depth and at 
a brisk pace.  Students receive two extra 
quality points upon completion of the AP 
exam.  This course requires a commitment 
to additional meeting times beyond the 
traditional single-blocked class.

Prerequisite:  Average grade of A in 
each: Biology Honors, Chemistry Honors, 
Physics Honors or higher; Pre-Calculus or 
higher and departmental approval 
•  1 credit

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT
Environmental Science Advanced 
Placement is an interdisciplinary college 
level course that provides students 
with the scientific principles, concepts 
and methodologies necessary for 
understanding the interrelationships of the 
natural world, identifying and analyzing 
environmental problems (natural and 
man-made), evaluating the relative risks 
associated with these problems, and 
examining alternate solutions for resolving 
and/or preventing them. The course is an 
excellent choice for students who have 
completed two years of an upper school 
laboratory science and show keen interest 
in environmental issues. This is a 500 Level 
class where students receive two extra 
quality points upon completion of the AP 
exam.

Prerequisite: Grade of C in Biology, 
Chemistry, and previous science classes 
and departmental approval  •  1 credit

CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS
Conceptual Physics provides students a 
general overview of physics. Students 
learn the basic principles of Newtonian 
Mechanics including motion, acceleration, 
forces, momentum, and energy, as well as 
the fundamental principles of electricity, 
magnetism, light and sound. The course 
is highly experiential, with an emphasis 
on hands-on laboratory work. The course 
stresses God’s preeminence over His 
creation and demonstrates the order of 
His work. 

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in 
Algebra I or higher  •  1 credit
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PHYSICS HONORS
Physics Honors introduces students to 
a science that seeks to explain the 
fundamentals of all phenomena of 
nature. Physics investigates all matter, 
from sub-atomic particles to galaxies, 
and all energy, from transmission to 
nuclear fusion. Students broaden their 
understanding of the physical world 
and receive an excellent foundation for 
future study in science and engineering. 
The course trains students to analyze 
and solve problems scientifically as they 
study classical mechanics (the study of 
motion), electricity and magnetism, wave 
phenomena, optics and sound. Students 
are also introduced to modern physics, 
which involves atomic structure, the 
quantum theory and relativity. Students 
receive an extra quality point.   

Prerequisite: Grade of A in Algebra II 
Honors or Advanced Functions; grade of 
B in Chemistry Honors or grade of A in 
Chemistry; and departmental approval 
•  1 credit

PHYSICS C-MECHANICS ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT
Physics C-Mechanics Advanced Placement 
is a rigorous course that covers all topics 
in mechanics.  It is equivalent to the first 
semester of an introductory college 
physics course for engineering, physics 
and chemistry majors and gives students 
the opportunity to earn college credit.  
This is a 500 Level class where students 
receive two extra quality points upon 
completion of the AP exam. 

Prerequisite: Biology Honors, Chemistry 
Honors; Math scores of 26 on the PLAN 
or 58 on the PSAT; concurrent enrollment 
in Calculus Advanced Placement; 80% or 
higher on placement exam; departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

PHYSICS B ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Physics B Advanced Placement is a 
comprehensive physics course equivalent 
to two semesters of college physics 
for students in most majors other than 
engineering, physics and chemistry.  It 
gives the student the opportunity to 
earn college credit.  It covers a broader 
range of topics than C-M, including 
Newtonian mechanics, electromagnetism, 
thermodynamics, nuclear physics and 
relativity, but not to the same depth.  It 
is mathematically intense, but does not 
require the use of calculus.   This is a 500 
Level class where students receive two 
extra quality points upon completion of 
the AP exam.

Prerequisite: High A in Physics Honors or 
Physics C  Advanced Placement •  1 credit
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for Graduation

UNITED STATES HISTORY
United States History surveys 
American history, beginning 
around the turn of the 19th 
century and continuing well 
into the 20th.  It provides a 
strong background in historical 
facts while incorporating the 
sweeping themes of history 
that continue to influence our 
world.  Taught against the 
backdrop of world history 
events, the course shows the 

interdependency of our nation and the 
rest of the world.  

Prerequisite: None  •  1 credit

UNITED STATES HISTORY HONORS
United States History Honors surveys 
American history from the end of 
Reconstruction through the modern 
era.  It encourages higher level thinking 
skills through analysis of important 
historical events with an emphasis on 
the examination of primary sources. The 
course relies on a strong background of 
historical facts, while incorporating the 
sweeping themes of history that continue 
to influence our world.  The course shows 
the interdependency of our nation 
and the rest of the world using written 
assignments, analysis of key events and 
people, and background information of 
World History.  Students will receive one 
additional quality point.

Prerequisite: 93% or above year end 
grade in Ancient Civilizations and 
departmental approval •  1 credit

UNITED STATES HISTORY ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT
United States History Advanced 
Placement provides students with the 
analytical skills and factual knowledge 
necessary for dealing critically with 
problems and materials in United States 
history.  The program gives students an 
opportunity to complete the equivalent 
of a full year’s college-level work while 
preparing for intermediate and advanced 
college courses.  Students assess historical 
materials - their relevance to a given 
interpretive problem, their reliability and 
their importance - and weigh the evidence 
and interpretations presented in historical 
scholarship.  This course helps equip 
students with skills for drawing conclusions 
based on informed judgment and for 
presenting reasons and evidence clearly 
and persuasively in essay format.  This is 
a 500 Level class where students receive 
two extra quality points upon completion 
of the AP exam.

Prerequisite: High “A” (96% or above) in 
Ancient Civilizations and departmental 
approval  •  1 credit

US GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
This is a course of study that will provide 
students with an understanding of the 
functions and structure of our American 
government. The focus of our learning and 
discussions will center around the details 
surrounding the Executive, Legislative and 
Judicial Branches of government. As well, 
a fairly detailed look at a history of our 
civil liberties, civil rights, social welfare 
policy, economic policy (including some 
micro and macroeconomic principles), 
foreign and defense policy, and political 
behavior which includes discussion of 
voting and elections, political behavior, 
the campaign process, and political 
parties. This course will include a good 
dose of current events and the importance 
of understanding the many challenges we 
face as a nation. 

Prerequisite: None  •  1 credit

US GOVERNMENT & POLITICS HONORS
This is a course of study that will 
provide students with a more in-depth 
understanding of the functions and 
structure of our American government. 
While the focus of our learning is on the 
details surrounding the three branches of 
government, a considerable amount of 
time will also be spent on understanding 
the history of civil liberties, civil rights, 
social welfare policy, economic policy 
(including some micro and macroeconomic 
principles), foreign and defense policy, 
and political behavior which includes 
discussion of voting and elections, political 
behavior, the campaign process, and 
political parties. There is a research 
paper requirement for this class.

Prerequisite: 93% or above in US History; 
89% or above in US History Honors; or 
77% or above in US History Advanced 
Placement and departmental approval  
•  1 credit

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT & 
POLITICS ADVANCED PLACEMENT
United States Government and Politics 
Advanced Placement, which gives students 
a critical perspective on economics, 
politics and government, involves both 
the study and general concepts used 
to interpret United States politics and 
the analysis of specific case studies.  It 
requires students to be familiar with the 
institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that 
make up the American political reality.  At 
the conclusion of the course, students have 
the opportunity to take the Advanced 
Placement Examination with the possibility 
of receiving college credit.  This is a 500 
Level class where students receive two 
extra quality points upon completion of 
the AP exam.

Prerequisite: 93% in previous history class 
and departmental approval •  1 credit
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ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS
This one semester course is required for 
all freshmen.  It is a study of the people, 
events, cultures and ideas that formed 
the world in which we live.  It begins with 
the earliest Mesopotamian cultures and 
includes the Greek, Roman and Byzantine 
Empires, as well as the Early Middle Ages 
in Europe.  It also includes practice of the 
skills necessary for the study of history, 
such as note taking, historical essay writing, 
research and historical analysis. 
Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

WESTERN CIVILIZATION
This full year senior course offers an in-
depth and study of on the history of 
western civilization - post-Roman Empire 
and the growth of Christianity. The class 
explores the peoples, events, ideas, 
innovations, political and economic 
structures, cultures, and religious systems 
of major western European civilizations, 
placing particular emphasis on their 
formative influence on US ideas and 
ideals.  Most of our learning and 
discussion will revolve around the Middle 
Ages, the Renaissance and Reformation, 
the Scientific Revolution, the Age of 
Enlightenment, the French Revolution, the 
Industrial Revolution, World Wars I and 
II, the Cold War, and the contemporary 
western world. History is a record of what 
various peoples have done with the time 
God has given to them, and we’ll see God 
working through the events of the western 
world.

Prerequisite: US History, American 
Government & Politics or department 
approval •  1 credit

WESTERN CIVILIZATION HONORS
This full year senior course will cover the 
same material as Western Civilization.  
However as an honors-level class it will 
challenge the students to go above and 
beyond the standard text coverage of 
world events and places, and will take a 
closer researched (research paper) look 
at the development of cultures.

Prerequisite: High “A” (96% or above) 
in US Government and Politics; 89% or 
above in US Government and Politics 
Honors; 77% or above in US Government 
and Politics Advanced Placement; and 
departmental approval •  1 credit

EUROPEAN HISTORY ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT
European History Advanced Placement 
meets the one year senior Western 
Civilization requirement.  This course is 
the study of the history of Europe from 
1450 to the present, which includes the 
Renaissance, the Reformation, the English 
Civil War, the Napoleonic years, both 
World Wars and much more.  So many of 
the roots of America are in Europe that this 
class is important for understanding the 
world we live in.  As it is an AP class it will 
also include practice in the skills necessary 
for the AP test.  This is a 500 Level class 
where students receive two extra quality 
points upon completion of the AP exam.

Prerequisite:  93% in previous history class 
or departmental approval  •  1 credit

Elective Courses

CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION
Civil War and Reconstruction emphasizes 
social, political and economic factors 
of the Civil War.  Important battles and 
military leaders are discussed. Students 
read primary and secondary sources as 
well as historical fiction.   

Prerequisite: United States History 
•  .5 credit               

PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology will give to the students 
an understanding and appreciation 
of psychology. We will be analyzing 
Your Self (with emphasis on theories of 
personality), Your Body (with emphasis 
on body rhythms and mental states), Your 
Mind (with emphasis given on thinking 
and intelligence), Your Environment (with 
emphasis on learning and behavior), 
Your Mental Health (with emphasis 
on psychological disorders), and Your 
Life (with emphasis on emotions, stress, 
and health). The Christian perspective 
and current events will be integrated 
throughout the course.

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit

WORLD GEOGRAPHY
World Geography introduces students 
to the locations of current nation-states, 
their respective capitals, as well as the 
land masses and water bodies which 
impact the culture and economies of 
various regions.  The course is designed 
to heighten student awareness of current 
events throughout the world, as well 
as cultivate an appreciation for the 
similarities and differences among God’s 
peoples, through regional overviews of 
arts, culture, religion, and cuisine.  Most 
importantly, this course should prepare 
students to be respectful and intelligent 
participants in the global economy, as 
well as Christ’s ambassadors to the ends 
of the earth.

Prerequisite: None  •  .5 credit
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