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Dear Charlotte Christian Community,

In his thought-provoking book, Your Church is Too 
Safe:  Why Following Christ Turns the World Upside-
Down, Canadian pastor Mark Buchanan writes, “At 
some point we stopped calling Christians disciples 
and started calling them believers… you can’t be a 
disciple without being a believer. But — here’s the 
rub — you can be a believer and not a disciple. 
You can say all the right things, think all the right 
things, believe all the right things, do all the right 
things, and still not follow and imitate Jesus.”  I was 
thinking about this passage as the class of 2012 
graduated a few weeks ago.

My sincere prayer is that when students leave our campus they are indeed disciples.  Through our chapels 
and Bible classes I know that our students will have plenty of head knowledge; however, I also pray that 
their hearts are following the information and lessons they have learned.  Unfortunately, I think in modern 
Christianity we have minimized expectations to simply belief; we desperately want everyone to say the 
sinner’s prayer, and we emphasize salvation numbers rather than discipleship numbers.  

Jesus spent three intense years with His closest friends transforming them from merely believers to active 
disciples.  The journey was full of wrong turns and potholes, but at the end of that process they were 
prepared for God’s call on their life.  The book of Acts tells about the many victories the disciples had in 
establishing the early church, but we should not forget the growth between Jesus’ call in the beginning of the 
Gospels to Acts chapter 1.

The book of Matthew outlines an example of how to help students travel from believer to disciple.  In the 
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew chapters 5 through 7, Jesus explains the way a disciple of His should act in 
all types of situations- Jesus is presenting the head knowledge or information that people need.  In Matthew 
chapters 8 and 9, Jesus models the very things he spoke about in the sermon, He models this on a daily 
basis while Peter, James and John closely follow and watch His actions.  In chapter 10, Jesus gives some final 
instructions and then sends the disciples out to practice what they have learned.  

Teach, model, and send- this is a picture of the Christian school.  We spend many hours teaching our students, 
and hopefully every day our employees, to model a Biblical worldview for our students.  Our teachers are 
walking their disciple journey in an authentic way for our students to observe each and every day.  Then, on 
graduation hopefully we send them out to be not only believers, but also disciples.

As always your prayers and support are greatly appreciated.

God Bless,

Barry Giller
Head of School
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“The Class of 2012 contains many students who are compassionate and eager to make 
a positive impact on the world around them through Christian service to others.  They 
intentionally seek to grow in their Christian faith but don’t want to stop with gaining 
a greater understanding of God -- they want to act on that understanding and model 

Christ’s love.  They have soaked up opportunities to grow spiritually at Charlotte 
Christian, such as Windy Gap, discipleship groups, chapel electives and Bible classes, and 
are ready to take that spiritual growth to the next level as they head off to college.”



Evan Marcey - The Valedictorian
Evan Marcey was named the valedictorian of the 49th 
class to graduate from Charlotte Christian. A lot of 
work was put in to earning this honor, including 12 
Advanced Placement classes over his upper school 
career. Evan started at Charlotte Christian in the 
eighth grade and has been involved with ACT 1, the 
Chemistry Club, Writing Club, Debate Club, National 
French Honor Society, and the cross country team.  

Evan is excited to head to New York University in 
the fall and enjoy the big city.  He already has 
his sights set on majoring in math and minoring in 
creative writing and maybe even double majoring in 
literature or linguistics.  

He notes his freshman English teacher, Mrs. Jessica Ramsey, as a great influence for his 
writing.  “After taking her class, I started a writing club, and she helped me get into 
competitions and start to really work a lot on my writing.  She has opened my eyes to a 
lot of the literary world and how to think about literature and writing.”

Mrs. Ramsey wasn’t the only one to take notice of his talent.  This year Evan won the 
National Council of Teachers of English Writing Award (NCTE).  Only eight students in 
North Carolina were given the award out of 500 across the country, and his was the only 
one awarded in Charlotte.  “It means a lot because I used very brutal satire and more 
senior dramatic piece.  It affirmed that I can do both of those, and I can do them at least 
pretty well.”

“From the time I taught Evan as a freshman, he had the rare gift of making me curious 
about the subject I teach,” said Mrs. Ramsey. “He’s equally gifted with a math equation 
and a poem analysis, and he can write.  He writes short stories that so closely resemble 
the human condition—the darkness we face without our Creator—that it leaves me 
speechless.  I’m going to miss Evan—not just because I’ve known him for a long time or 
because of fond memories but because I’m losing an intellectual friend who loves to dive 
into hard material, writes with a skill I’m not sure many possess, and connects all of this 
together with a solid worldview.”
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Carrie Frances Daniel - The Counselor
Her interest in psychology began in middle school when she spent time with Mrs. Angela Liner, 
middle school counselor.  Mrs. Liner became a role model to Carrie Frances by helping her 
navigate the middle school years as well as coach her on both the middle school and varsity 
cheerleading squads.  

Because of her desire to get involved with Christian counseling, Carrie Frances chose North 
Greenville University and will major in psychology.  She will also be cheering for the Crusaders 
next year for the football and competition teams.

“Carrie Frances is a natural leader.  I had the pleasure of coaching her in seventh and eighth 
grade and then again her senior year,” said Mrs. Liner.  “It was a blessing to see how she matured 
in the Lord throughout upper school and grew even stronger in her faith.   She does all things 
with excellence and determination.  I am so proud of her and know she will greatly impact the 

cheerleading team at North Greenville University next year.  She is one who follows the command in I Timothy 4:12 to set an example 
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”

Staring at Charlotte Christian in the fifth grade, she will miss the community and environment of the school.  “Charlotte Christian 
prepared me for college through my Bible classes my junior and senior year, making my faith my own…grounding my faith.  Even 
though I am going to a Christian university, I am still on my own to make my own decisions.  Having those two classes really established 
who I am and who I want to be in college.”

Class of 2012

3 
National Merit Scholarships 
(1 winner & 2 commended 
scholars)

7
Seniors Earned Academic 
Conservatory Distinction 
in the Fine Arts and Math 
and Science

9
Student-Athletes Committed 
to College Athletics

23
Lifers (Students that have 
attended Charlotte Christian 
starting grades JK-1 through 
grade 12)

32,118
Knights Service Hours earned 
over the past six years from 
the Class of 2012

$4,442,048
Received in Academic, Athletic 
and Fine Arts Scholarships
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Kevin Ramsey - The Artist
It is hard to believe, but Kevin Ramsey didn’t take an art class until his sophomore year.  He enrolled 
in Adobe Photoshop® with Mrs. Eva Crawford to fulfill an elective, and the rest is history.  Giving 
credit to Mrs. Crawford and Mr. Pete Baglia’s photography class, Kevin discovered a talent that 
brought him a Scholastic Gold Key for his portfolio series on smoke and its movement.  

“I am colorblind so thought I couldn’t take art,” said Kevin.  “A lot of artists have to squint their eyes 
to focus on the objects or composition, and I don’t have to do that.  I then realized that I could do art 
and not be handicapped by being colorblind.  I hadn’t quite found my niche yet, so I was grateful 
that I had to take an art class because I would have never chosen it.”

“Kevin has been an extremely focused and goal-oriented art student from day one,” said Mrs. 
Eva Crawford, director of visual arts.  “He has created some very sophisticated photography for 

his AP and college entrance portfolio which has earned him many art scholarships.”

His teachers were not the only ones to take notice of his talent.  Nine colleges offered him a total of more than $500,000 in 
scholarships.  It wasn’t until the chief operating officer from the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) personally called him to 
offer a work study job and more scholarships that he couldn’t turn down the offer.  He is considering concentrating in game design, 
visual effects, animation, or graphic design in college.

When asked what he will miss most about the school, he says “how comfortable he felt with the teachers and the multiple class options 
and ability to try any class without experience.”

Maryah Mazyck - The Athlete
Maryah Mazyck signed a national letter-of-intent to play basketball at Bluefield College.  She 
said the small Christian college in Virginia reminded her of Charlotte Christian, so it felt like  
home.  Following in the path of her aunt, Maryah plans to major in criminal justice in hopes of 
becoming an FBI agent.

A member of the varsity basketball team since her sophomore year, Maryah is most proud of 
competing in the state championship game her junior year. Coach Bob Angley led the Knights her 
senior year and inspired Maryah to be a leader. “He helped me think outside of the box and 
showed me there is more to life than basketball.”

Off the court Maryah was influenced by Mrs. Renuka Szymborski, upper school language arts 
teacher, who helped with her language and writing skills.  “My work ethic has improved and will continue to grow.  Being at a college 
prep school helped expand my horizons about learning.  I learned how you can incorporate God throughout your work.”

“Maryah has natural leadership ability that allows her to mold the attitudes of those around her,” said Coach Angley.  “She wants to be 
successful and she can demand a level of excellence from those she influences.  I think Maryah will blossom as a person and a basketball 
player in college.”

Ellie Green - The Engineer
Ellie Green already knows her dream job – to be an imagineer at Walt Disney World.  She was 
introduced to the field of engineering at a young age by her dad, and with her family’s love of 
vacationing at Disney, it is a perfect match.  

To achieve this dream, Ellie is attending Virginia Tech in the fall and plans to double major in 
mechanical engineering and computer science.   She feels her teachers, Mr. Ryan Runge and Mr. 
Bob Angley, have prepared her well.  She was able to take eight Advanced Placement classes to 
help exempt her from several college courses.  Ellie’s talent was called upon during homecoming 
festivities this year when the senior class decorated their room in a Disney theme.  

“Ellie is one of my all-time favorite students,” said Mr. Runge.  “I have taught her in three classes, 
and, she excels in everything.  She plans to major in engineering but has an approach to this 

field of study that is not common among engineers.  She wants to take her artistic and creative abilities and combine them with her 
strengths in math and science, and plans to make this blend by pursuing a career with Disney.  She is one of the few people that has 
the capability to take two widely different branches of interest and combine them into a successful discipline.” 
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Nine upper school students had the opportunity to attend 
Student Leadership University’s (SLU) two-day SLU 101 
Regional Conference March 30-31 at Columbia International 
University.  The vision of SLU is “to train up a generation of 
leaders who will effectively engage their world on all levels 
with a contagious passion for Christ in a manner that is also 
full of both grace and truth.” 

Juniors Chandler Goodson, Ashley Israel, Madison Selan 
and Saundra Smith; sophomores Amelia Fritsche, Justin 
Markwat and Sarah York; and freshmen Brian Chaffin 
and Gabby Owen spent time in seminars covering 
different topics within leadership including organization, 
procrastination, personality types and more.  Upper School 
Assistant Principal Mr. Shonn Brown chaperoned the trip 
and has implemented parts of the SLU philosophy into his 
upper school leadership class.  

Following their experience, the students who attended the 
conference have continued to meet to discuss and apply 
leadership issues, and some of them are planning to attend 
future SLU trips and continuing in the program.

Sophomore Amelia Fritsche enjoyed learning practical tips 
she can use as a leader.  When she returned home, she 
downloaded a calendar application on her phone and is 
using it to stay on top of her commitments. She also learned 
more about what leaders are and are not. 

“Something that I took away from the conference is that 
leadership is not just going with the flow – but rising above 
a situation,” said Amelia.  “I also learned that a leader 
isn’t always the first person who speaks, but it is usually  
someone who everyone wants to know their opinion.“

“I would love to do it again, and I would definitely 
recommend it to others,” said Amelia.  

Junior Chandler Goodson, a new student this year, also took 
away a few practical applications. 

“I learned as a leader it is important not to procrastinate 
and to get the big things done first,” said Chandler.  “Also, 
as a new student, I did not feel comfortable coming out 
and being a leader right away, so this conference was 
encouraging for me.

“I strongly encourage our upper school students to 
participate in the SLU program, which will help cultivate 
a student body that values spiritual formation, academic 
rigor and excellence and leadership through serving,” 
said Mr. Brown.  “I say with conviction that SLU can help to 
transform our school and set the stage for sustained servant 
leadership for many years to come; primarily, because 
students will take more ownership of their campus and lead 
effectively.”

Leadership 101
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A partnership was formed this year between first and fifth 
grade students through the first grade polar animals project. 
The two grades worked together with the older students serving 
as mentors to the younger ones through the research and 
presentation process.  The project combined parts of the science, 
social studies, and writing curriculums.  

Each first grade student was partnered with one or two fifth 
grade students who served as their “buddy.” Prior to beginning 
the project, the students met in the first grade classrooms for 
15 minutes to get acquainted and comfortable with each other.  
The second time they met was to work together to research their 
animal.  The fifth grade students were invited back to first grade 
for a third time to watch the final presentations. 

During the research process, the students used books, Netbook 
computers, and desktop computers in the lab to obtain 
information about their pre-assigned animal. The fifth graders 
worked with their buddies by helping them determine which 
facts were important to include in their report. 

For fifth grader Madison Mull it was an enjoyable experience.  “I 
liked getting to know my buddy and learning what her interests 
were.  It was fun interacting with all the first graders.  I was 
surprised at how much they knew.”

The first grade teachers provided a form for the fifth graders 
to fill out with encouraging words for their buddy.  The form 
included opportunities to tell them what they learned as well 
as how they enjoyed their time together, and according to the 
first grade teachers, “the younger students liked hearing the fifth 
graders praise them.”

“This was such a great opportunity for our first grade students,” 
said First Grade Teacher Mrs. Anita Baum.  “Every student 
received one-on-one time with their fifth grade partner which 
allowed for broader research. It was a great relationship-

building exercise, too. The first graders already looked up to 
the older students, but through this project the fifth graders 
gained their respect.  I still see them waving and saying hi to 
their buddy. It was also great to see how the fifth graders rose 
to the occasion. They were flexible, and I was really proud of 
how they all worked together.”

The first grade teachers, along with the entire lower school, look 
forward to continuing this project next year and establishing 
more grade level partnerships in the future.

Learning Together



During the school year, as part of their on-going 
professional development opportunities, middle school 
teachers enjoyed a day off campus with members of 
their curriculum team to brainstorm, strategize, and build 
camaraderie within their team.  Middle School Principal 
Mrs. Amanda Poole designated a day to take each 
department away from school and worked diligently to 
prepare something different and unique for each group.  

“I wanted to intentionally plan an off-campus day where 
we could talk about things teachers are passionate 
about,” said Mrs. Poole. “There are so many interruptions 
in an academic day that it is difficult to do any sort of 
planning and long-term thinking.”

The social studies teachers traveled to historic Charlotte 
Motor Speedway where they met in a conference room 
before retreating to the Speedway Club for lunch.  The 
foreign language teachers met and ate at Amelie’s French 
Bakery, a Charlotte icon in the NoDa neighborhood. 
The language arts teachers met in a conference room 
at Caribou Coffee and then went to Pike’s Soda Shop 
for lunch.  The science teachers met at Levine Children’s 
Hospital where they received a tour of the facility prior 
to their meeting in the family resource center.  The group 
ate at Mac’s Speed Shop for lunch.  The math teachers 
met at Overcash Demmitt Architectual firm and also went 
to Pike’s Soda Shop for lunch. 

On occasion, other administrative personnel including 
Director of Academics Miss Theresa Kasay, Curriculum 
Coordinator Mrs. Marcia Craig, and Middle School 
Assistant Principal Mr. Karl Simon joined the groups. 

“It was a wonderful opportunity to get away from campus 
for team-building and to be able to really focus on our 
specific area,” said Mrs. Jean Fogle, sixth grade social 
studies teacher.  “We were able to talk about curriculum 
- specifically what we were doing currently and what 
we saw for the future.  We also brainstormed about 
technology as it pertains to our subject matter.”

“I really enjoyed listening to the different teachers’ 
passions, and I was reminded how much each group 
loves what they teach,” said Mrs. Poole.  “Teaching today 
is so much more than strategizing about the best way 
to teach content.  It also includes grading, assessment, 
meetings, and more.  If you get back to hearing what 
teachers are passionate about, it is renewing for us as 
administrators.”

“I tried to capitalize on reminding them that I want them to 
be honored in what they do and that they are a blessing 
to our school.  I can’t give them all super pay raises, so 
the time alone away from school where they could hear 
my appreciation, and I could hear their concerns was a 
blessing.”  

7

AC
A

D
EM

IC
S

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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Beloved Lower School Science Teacher Mrs. Paula Hodges 
was honored at a special retirement chapel held May 24 
in the Lamb/Johnson Gymnasium.  Former students, current 
students, teachers, parents, and school administration all 
joined in thanking Mrs. Hodges for the impact she has had on 
Charlotte Christian in the last 28 years. Since 1983, she has 
worked in the elementary library, taught third grade, and 
finally became the lower school science teacher.  Throughout 
her years at Charlotte Christian, she had many highlights 
including building the mini-pond, taking care of the sugar 
gliders, and Young Scientist’s Day.  Through her instruction, 
lower school students explored every facet of science:  life 
science, physical science, earth science, health, space, natural 
resources, and even the topic of how to obey the Biblical 
command to care for the environment.  Mrs. Hodges looks 
forward to continuing to be a part of the Charlotte Christian 
family as an alumna parent, former teacher, friend, and 
adopted grandparent.  She counts it a “privilege and a 
joy to share Christ and His truths with students at Charlotte 
Christian since the fall of 1983.”  

During the chapel, Mrs. Hodges was presented with the 
2012 ACSI Career Service and Achievement Award by 
Head of School Mr. Barry Giller. Lower school students 
honored her with a specially-framed “Trait Tag” and 
posters showing thanks and love.  It was also announced 
that a special garden bench had been placed at the mini 
pond in her honor, and she received a beautiful terrarium, 
both gifts from lower school families.

Welcoming Friends from Japan

Mrs. Paula Hodges Retires

In April, Charlotte Christian welcomed 42 Japanese high school juniors from Yamate Gukuin High School in Yokohama, Japan. 
The cultural exchange program allowed the visiting students to experience American life first-hand and to learn about the love 
of God from Charlotte Christian host families. The Japanese students participated in many activities including attending classes 
at Charlotte Christian with their host students, going to church, touring uptown Charlotte on bikes, watching a Charlotte Knights 
baseball game, and participating in the school’s Multicultural Day Festival on April 19.  Charlotte Christian upper school students 
now have the opportunity to travel to Japan this summer as part of the exchange program and live in the homes of the Yamate 
students, tour Tokyo and Yokohama, visit Disneyland Tokyo, and learn about the Japanese culture.
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The 10-member team celebrated 
an amazing 16-0 undefeated 
season, finishing the year 
as the number one seed in 
the conference tournament 
and winning the conference 
championship for the second 
consecutive year.  The team won 
the conference champship for 
three of the last five years and 
was coached by Head Coach 
Karl Simon and Assistant Coach 
Mauranda Elliott.  

“I was impressed with how well 
this team meshed together,” 
said Coach Simon.  “They were 
truly teammates and not just a 
group of 10 basketball players.  
I’ve been around a lot of great 
players, but this team was truly 
an example of how the whole is 
definitely greater than the sum 
of the parts.”

This team of middle school girls 
hit the pool with speed and 
endurance, earning Charlotte 
Christian’s first GCMSAA 
Conference Championship for 
girls’ swimming and multiple 
individual honors.  The team was 
coached by Head Coach Nadja 
Sefcik-Earl and Assistant Coach 
Brian Coffey.  “It was exciting 
and such a great team effort,” 
said Coach Sefcik-Earl.  

“We knew we had a chance at 
the title and were thrilled by 
our resounding victory - the girls 
really did an awesome job and 
represented Charlotte Christian 
in an amazing way.”

GRADE 8 GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

Janelle Bailey
Elaina Cloninger
Ellie Farish
Grace Ketron
Lindsay Jamerson

Gerlea Patton
Kerstie Phills
Christi Takac
Abby U-Edosomwan

Brenna Knight, 
               Manager

Team Members: 

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS’ SWIMMING

Avery Buie
Alexandra Dunn
Lauren Dunn
Anna Edwards
Emmie Farish

Hannah Gentlesk
Cenia Goldstein
Anna Lichtenberger
India Lindsay
Emily Marks

Annie Nedrow
Rachel Redmond
Sarah Redmond
Anna Summers

Team Members: 
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The middle school cheerleading 
squad won the 2012 NCISAA 
Invitational Cheer & Dance 
State Championship for the N.C. 
Prep Division at the inaugural 
competition held in Fayetteville, 
N.C.  The competition featured 
40 cheer teams from across the 
state.  The Charlotte Christian 
team of 18 girls was coached by 
Head Coach Rachel Lawing and 
Assistant Coach Julie Siragusa.  

“This was the first time that 
our team had competed and 
they did an outstanding job,” 
shared Coach Lawing.  “They 
bonded well and worked hard 
as a team, even putting in extra 
hours and Saturday practices 
to perfect their routine.  It was 
an exciting competition and the 
girls were thrilled to win.”   

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHEERLEADING SQUAD
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Camryn Bobo
Jordyn Bobo
Leah Boggs
Petra Bonna
Sarah Burt
Callie Cain

Brynn Collins
Macall Collins
Taylor Grigg
Taylor Harkey
Victoria Johnson
Claire Kantz

Cali Kofoed
Summer McCorkle
Cailee Mehta
Merrium Stidham
Haley Wagoner
Caroline White

Team Members: 

MIDDLE SCHOOL WRESTLING TEAM

The middle school wrestling 
team had an outstanding 
season with several athletes 
earning individual honors at the 
GCMSAA conference meet.  The 
13-member team was coached 
by Head Coach David Culp and 
Assistants Patrick Efird and Brian 
Henson.  The team finished the 
season 6-2 and won more than 
80 percent of their individual 
bouts at each team match.  
During the GCMSAA conference 
meet, the team placed six 
members in the finals, earning 
two individual conference titles 
and four conference runner-
ups.  “The Charlotte Christian 
middle school wrestlers really 
made a name for themselves 
this season,” said Coach Culp.  
“We had a really strong team 
both physically and skillfully, 
and they beat a lot of really 
competitive teams this year.” 

Thomas Barnes
Peyton Brown
Ryan Chaffin
Nick Condon
Nick Herman

James Horner
Austin Israel
Chandler Kellogg
RJ Murphy
Thomas Pfeiler

Michael Saleh
Mark Trotter
Jeremiah White

Team Members: 
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The varsity baseball team hosted the 2012 NCISAA 3A State Tournament and claimed their 11th NCISAA state championship, 
a finish that capped off a 32-6 season which tied the school record for the most wins in a season.  The Knights also secured 
their 15th CISAA conference title. 

“One of the neatest things about our team was that all year they had the goal of winning the state title, and they never 
waivered from that goal,” said Head Coach Greg Simmons.  “Even when things were tough, they would re-focus on the state 
title, and they went out and got it.” 

Coach Simmons also shared that the senior leadership from the 2010-11 team made a big impact on this year’s team and 
helped set them up for success.  “We had a great group of kids this year, and the team chemistry was some of the best 
we’ve ever had.” 

Coach Cee Brooks and the varsity softball team began the year with high expectations and the plan to build on last year’s 
successes, a combination that helped them earn the 2012 CISAA championship title and finish third in the state after making 
it to the semi-finals of the NCISAA 3A state tournament.  With an overall record of 16-6, the team posted the highest softball 
finish in school history as well as the most wins in a season.  

“This year our team set high expectations with the goal of winning the conference championship and competing for the 
state title,” shared Coach Brooks, who just completed her second year as the varsity softball coach. “The girls really rose to 
meet the challenges and competed at a higher level, especially in the state tournament.  They executed very well and were 
passionate about their performance.”

Coach Brooks shared that a theme for the year emerged as she repeatedly told the team that she “believed in them” as 
encouragement for reaching their goals.  “We had an awesome year and I am so pleased with the team and their successes 
this year.  We hope to use this year as a driving factor to achieve even higher goals like the state championship.”

Varsity Softball - CISAA 3A Conference Champs

Varsity Baseball - NCISAA 3A State Champs

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL



Senior Shelley Leazer had the once in a lifetime opportunity to perform 
on the same stage that once featured Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., The 
Beatles, Patsy Cline, and Yo-Yo Ma when she was selected for the 2012 
American High School Honors Choir as part of the Honors Performance 
Series at Carnegie Hall. Shelley was nominated by Mrs. Kelly Goley, 
director of music at Charlotte Christian. “It was extremely humbling 
to work with so many exceptionally talented people and directors,” 
shared Shelley.  “I am so thankful to the music department at Charlotte 
Christian for preparing me well and helping me to hold my own during 
this amazing performance.”  

After graduation, Shelley will attend the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill where she plans to study communications and music.

Senior Performs at Carnegie Hall

Merwin Foard – Broadway Star and Alumnus ’78 Visits Campus
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Congratulations to the West Side Story production on receiving 
seven nominations for the prestigious 2012 Blumenthal 
Performing Arts High School Musical Theatre Awards.  Twenty 
area schools participated in the inaugural awards series 
which is considered the Tony Awards for high school theatre.  
As one of six nominees for the Wells Fargo Best Musical, the 
cast was invited to perform a scene at the awards ceremony 
held May 20 at the Belk Theater.  Freshman Emma VanDe 
Velde won the Blumey for Best Supporting Actress, and senior 
Bethany Klinect was awarded a $40,000 Doctor Performing 
Arts Scholarship. 

West Side Story Production Earns Seven Blumey Nominations

Broadway veteran and Charlotte Christian 
alumnus Merwin Foard ’78 visited theatre 
classes in early spring, sharing from his 30 
plus years of experience that includes 14 
Broadway shows and eight Disney films.  Mr. 
Foard talked with upper and middle school 
theatre students about the professional 
audition process and what it was like to work 
on Broadway shows like Les Miserables and 
The Addams Family.  He encouraged students 
to stand strong in their Christian faith and to 
be a light in the world of theatre.  Mr. Foard 
also attended rehearsals for West Side Story 
and coached ACT 2 students as they prepared 
Mulan, Jr. for NCTC competition.

The production earned the following nominations:
Best Featured Performer MOZELLE COX (senior) as Rosalia 
Best Supporting Actor  DANIEL ARMBRUST (senior) 
   as Bernardo 
Best Supporting Actress EMMA VANDEVELDE (freshman) 
   as Anita
Best Choreography Execution 
Best Ensemble/Chorus 
Best Overall Direction 
Wells Fargo Best Musical 
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A single costumed student comes on stage to open the evening in 
prayer, the lights dim, music fills the gym, and suddenly a scene 
unfolds on stage, transporting the audience into the amazing 
lives of the characters in another Charlotte Christian theatre 
production.  Through the years, more than 55 shows have been 
brought to stage, giving hundreds of students the opportunity 
to share their God-given abilities with the community.  The part 
the audience does not see – the hours of work behind the scenes 
by students, employees, and volunteers – is what makes it all 
come to life.

This year, the performing arts season featured five shows 
which included the fall ACT 1 performances of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream and Children of Eden, and three spring musicals 
which showcased lower school students in Willy Wonka Kids, 
middle school students in Music Man, Jr., and the upper school 
production of West Side Story.

The show directors are dedicated from the very beginning to 
building up the students and helping them gain confidence in 
using their gifts.  They work tirelessly for months to make each 
show a success.  This year’s musicals were directed by Mrs. Elisa 
Dennehy (lower school), Mrs. Mindy Damon (middle school), and 
Mrs. Lori Anne Sword (upper school), with Mrs. Sword and Mrs. 
Damon working together with the ACT 1 team.

“Each show takes approximately nine months to a year to 
produce,” said Director of Theatre Mrs. Lori Anne Sword.  
The productions all follow a similar timeline that includes 
pre-production planning, student auditions, costume selection 
and design, months of student rehearsals with directors and 
choreographers, building stages and sets in the gym, installing 
lighting and sound equipment, long dress rehearsals during 
show week (including Saturdays), three night performances, and 
finally post production and striking of the set to return the gym 
to its normal state.  

Students do their part by spending hours upon hours memorizing 
lines and lyrics to songs, rehearsing choreography, and learning 
their blocking and entrances. At every point in the process, 
volunteers are involved. “All of the volunteers give selflessly and 
are very passionate about what they are doing,” shared Mrs. 
Sword. “They find an area that they enjoy and run with it.”  

Every show has one or two parent volunteer coordinators who 
support the directors and work to help parents find a place to 
serve among the many committees including backstage, cast care, 
costumes, sets and stage, flowers and candy, hair and make-up, 
happy grams, message boards, props, historian, and ushers and 
tickets.  Volunteers include middle and upper school students, 
parents, grandparents, and even alumnae parents, with many of 
them working across the lines on any show that needs the help.  

Longtime parent volunteer and current Second Grade Teacher 
Mrs. Barb Hasselberg started helping 11 years ago when 
her oldest child was the “Tin Man” in the Wizard of Oz.  She 
remembers being asked if she knew how to make lion’s feet for 
the Cowardly Lion’s costume and hasn’t turned back yet.  Since 
then, she has served on nearly every committee, as all five of 
her children have participated in Charlotte Christian theatre.  
The job she enjoys most now is show historian which she began 
in 2006.  Her beautifully framed collages preserve a snapshot 
of each show and can be found hanging in the halls of the fine 
arts department.  “It provides me an opportunity for Christian 
service,” she shared.  “I have developed a passion for the 
theatre, and the whole fine arts department and it is a blessing 
for me to serve.”  

Charlotte Christian Theatre -
Behind the Scenes
A salute to the students, employees, and volunteers that make a show come to life
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Mrs. Connie Farrell and Mrs. Anne Putnam are also longtime 
parent volunteers who have found their home in the art of 
costuming. Together, they have worked on more than 25 shows, 
including lower, middle, and upper productions along with ACT 
1 and ACT 2 competition shows.  Like Mrs. Hasselberg and 
many other volunteers, sometimes their children are not even 
in the shows, but they serve joyfully because of their love for 
the program. They are often seen in the costume closet as they 
carefully select and design the look of the show through the 
costumes the students will wear. They are both quick to share 
that you do not need to be a seamstress to help with costumes, 
just a desire to have fun and get a little creative. 

“It takes many hands to make the shows a success, and I 
thoroughly enjoy volunteering and working alongside the other 
parents.  It is very exciting and a joy to see students blossom on 
stage,” shared Mrs. Putnam.  “I am thankful for the opportunity 
to help with every grade level.” 

“Creatively, I really enjoy the design of it,” said Mrs. Farrell, 
“but the topper is when the child puts on the costume and their 
character comes to life.  Then they truly understand what their 
character is about.” 

Mrs. Heather White is mom to both lower and middle school 
theatre students and began volunteering with shows four years 
ago. “I really enjoy working with the teachers and staff and 
developing new friendships with other parents,” she shared.  
Mrs. White’s favorite is helping with props and sets and this 
season she worked in those areas for Willy Wonka, Music Man 
Jr., and the ACT 2 competition shows.  “The sets involve quite a 
bit of tough labor and time, but it is worth it to see the faces of 
our students light up with joy when it is all finished.” 

By the Numbers:

5  stage productions this year
9-12  months production time for each show
18-20 weeks of rehearsals per show 
 (3-4 times per week)

65  total student volunteers 
100  total production team members
185  total student cast members this season
208  total adult volunteers

Mrs. Erien Booker is an alumna parent who is contracted as the 
technical director for the shows and has led stage construction 
and design since 2000.  “It’s so much fun,” she said. “I know 
that I’m serving the Lord and using the talents that He has given 
to me. I feel like I’m with my family when we’re all working 
together.”  Mrs. Booker works on every production, leading the 
team of volunteers that creates the amazing sets that transport 
audiences into the story.  “I’m always blown away to watch how 
the Lord reveals Himself through the actors and directors with 
their marvelous talent, and it’s an honor for me to be part of 
it all.”

In addition to adult volunteers, there are multiple middle and 
upper school student volunteers who provide technical assistance 
with lights, sound, microphones, and stage management.  These 
students are behind the curtains or up in the sound booth making 
sure every prop is in place, every set is moved at the right time, 
and every detail goes off without a hitch.  

“One of the things that is really special is how parents who have 
children graduating will help parents who are just getting started, 
so there is a ‘passing of the torch’ so to speak,” shared Mrs. 
Sword.  “The students do the same thing, and it is so encouraging 
to watch students like junior Carson Brannock teach freshman 
Luke Crawford how 
to run the sound 
board. The students 
mentor one another 
and welcome new 
students to the 
program and it just 
gets stronger and 
stronger – what a 
blessing!  Our shows 
could truly not 
go on without our 
volunteers.”
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An annual Easter tradition at Charlotte Christian took place 
again this year in the Early Education Building when the junior 
kindergarteners and kindergarteners portrayed Jesus’ final 
days on Earth during the “Walk Through Jerusalem.”

Soldiers, angels, disciples, townspeople, guards, and even Mary 
and Jesus came to school dressed in costume ready to tell the 
story of the events that took place during the Passion Week.  
Students portrayed each character in scenes from the Last 
Supper, Crucifixion, and Resurrection events.  

For the teachers, the “Walk Through Jerusalem” was the culmination 
of all the Bible lessons taught throughout the Easter season.

“The students’ understanding of the Passion Week was duly 
grasped because of their active participation,” said Mrs. Becca 
Edwards, one of the junior kindergarten teachers. 

Just as much as the teachers and students enjoyed being a part 
of the special tradition, the teachers saw the impact the event 
made on the students’ family members as well.

“Seeing their child/grandchild/sibling enact such a profound 
event marked their memory and hopefully also increased their 
faith,” said Mrs. Edwards. “After all, ‘to enter the kingdom of 
heaven you must have the faith if a child.’ ”

Emily Schultz, mother to two kindergarteners, was new to 
Charlotte Christian School this year, and the Walk Through 
Jerusalem had quite an impact on her.
  
“It was an amazing experience,” said Mrs. Schultz. “Allycia 
Brown, director of lower school student life, had told me it was 
one of her favorite events, but I had no idea what to expect.  I 
couldn’t imagine what it was going to look like.  It took my breath 
away to see the kids in their costumes all taking their roles so 
seriously.  They seemed to have so much joy in their part, and 
it was an amazing experience to see their faces as you walked 
through.”
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Sixth and seventh graders enjoyed a Service Learning Day when 
they visited Samaritan’s Feet.

The students began the day by learning about the mission and 
vision of Samaritan’s Feet. They then spent the rest of their time 
organizing (making sure the shoes were the same size, and that 
there was one right shoe with one left shoe), inspecting, and 
packing hundreds of shoes that would be shipped to various 
parts of the world for distribution. 

The students were accompanied by their teachers who enjoyed 
participating in the process as well. 

“I think this trip really opened their eyes to the fact that millions 
of kids around the world do not have shoes,” said Middle School 
Counselor Mrs. Angela Liner. “At one point in the program the 
speaker said that to us shoes are a fashion statement, but to 
millions of people around the world they are a vehicle for 
survival. I think it gave them a lot of perspective.”

Serving Others

Through the Eyes of a Child
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Last January, 12 Charlotte Christian 
seniors and two adult chaperones had 
the privilege of being among the more 
than 40,000 students and leaders from 
around the world to attend the Passion 
Conference at the Georgia Dome in 
Atlanta.

Seniors Maggie Blank, Chelsea Byron, 
Mozelle Cox, Mike Jones, Laura Hogan, 
Shelley Leazer, Mary Scott McLean, 
Erin McNaughton, Kaitlyn Oruska, 
Hannah Richards, Gloria Taylor and 
Kate Wiens spent four days listening 
to speakers and engaging in praise 
and worship with high school seniors 
and college students from campuses 
and churches around the world.  
Upper School Assistant Principal 
Mr. Shonn Brown and Upper School 
Math Department Chair Mrs. Susan 
Jones served as Charlotte Christian’s 
chaperones.

Passion was founded by speaker and 
evangelist Louie Giglio and began 
in 1995 with a stirring in his heart to 
see college students across the globe 
“awaken to the reality of a glorious 
God and Creator.” The 2012 event 
in Atlanta featured appearances by 
Christian speakers, including Giglio, 
Francis Chan, John Piper, and Beth 
Moore. Worship at the conference was 
led by Chris Tomlin, David Crowder 
Band, Matt Redman, Charlie Hall, 
Christy Nockels, and Kristian Stanfill 
and was a highlight of the event.  

A Passion for Christ

“I loved it when John 
Piper said ‘salvation isn’t 
necessarily a decision – 
it is your soul running to 
God because you see how 

much you need His grace.’ ” 
said Gloria.

“It was an unbelievable experience.  
Everyone was sold out and 
worshipping,” said Mr. Brown. “I really 
feel like those kids had a life-changing 
experience, and I would recommend it 
for any high school senior.  It has a 
lasting impact.”

Senior Gloria Taylor is headed to 
Furman University in the fall, and she 
has already signed up to attend the 
Passion Conference next year. 

“The thing I like about Passion is that 
when you are there everything else 
fades away, and it is all about Christ,” 
said Gloria. “Even though we did not 
get much sleep, I didn’t feel tired.”

Gloria enjoyed all the speakers, but 
one of the things that stuck with her 
the most was something she learned 
from John Piper. 

In addition to focusing on Gospel 
messages, organizers at Passion 2012 
wanted to raise $1 million during 
the four-day event to fight human 
trafficking, including modern-day 
slavery.  Donations poured in from 
those in attendance and more than $3 
million was given.

There are 22 rising seniors signed 
up for next year, and it is Mrs. Jones’ 
goal that as many students as possible 
would participate in the conference 
when eligible. 
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New Faces
There are several new faces that will be on campus starting in the fall.  Please help us welcome these new 
employees as well as the other new teachers and staff that are joining the Charlotte Christian community.

MR. JEREMY CUMMINGS
Upper School Spiritual Life Director

Mr. Jeremy Cummings will join the upper school as the spiritual life director and ninth grade 
Bible teacher.  Mr. Cummings has his master’s degree in apologetics from Southeastern 
Evangelical Seminary and is currently a pastor at Waxhaw Bible Church.  He received a 
bachelor’s degree in religion and majored in global missions at Bethany Bible College.  He 
has also been a high school Bible teacher within the United States and internationally. 

MR. KEN GRIFFIN
Director of Institutional Advancement

Mr. Ken Griffin has been hired as the Director of Institutional Advancement to work alongside 
Director of Development George Courtney focusing specifically on major gifts and capital 
campaigns. Mr. Griffin previously served as the director of major gifts at Prestonwood 
Christian Academy in Plano, Texas. Prior to that, he worked in development at both Houghton 
College (Houghton, N.Y.) and Dade Christian School.  He has a master’s degree in higher 
education from West Chester University. 

MISS REBECCA KNIGHT
Lower School Assistant Principal

Miss Becky Knight has been hired as the lower school assistant principal.  She will work 
closely with Miss Humphrey to help guide the operations of the lower school.  Miss Knight 
has worked in the Union County Public School System for the past nine years as a classroom 
teacher and an assistant principal.  She most recently worked at Shiloh Elementary where 
she was responsible for budget planning, monitoring programs, discipline, evaluations, staff 
development, and parent involvement.  She has her master’s degree in school administration 
from UNC Charlotte and graduated with honors with a bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from Elon University.
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Seven Charlotte Christian middle school students participated in a first-time Iron Chef 
style cook-off against Charlotte Latin School and Providence Day School during the 

Flik Invitational Cook-Off held April 18.  The friendly competition allowed the students 
to learn culinary arts from an executive chef and have fun in the kitchen at a fundraiser 

that raised approximately $4,000 for Loaves & Fishes, a local mission that provides 
groceries for neighbors in need.  The Charlotte Christian team was led by executive Chef 

David Stowe who spent six weeks coaching, training, and mentoring the students for the night 
of competition when they cooked a three course meal on stage in just 45 minutes. Charlotte 

Christian’s team did very well, placing second in the competition with their tasty meal of Jamaican 
jerk chicken, coconut rice, fried plantains, and crepes served with crème and strawberries.  

“All of the practice paid off,” 
said seventh grader Jordan 

Petruk who was responsible 
for cooking and creating the 
homemade crepes during the 
competition. “I had fun, and I liked 
learning how to make all of the 
food on our menu and how we all 
worked together.  Chef Stowe was 
a good teacher, and he was very 

excited about the competition.”

Chef David Stowe shared that the 
team did an awesome job and how 

impressed he was with their skills and teamwork.  “Our team 
was really serious about wanting to do a good job during 
the competition,” he shared.  “The teamwork was great, and 
they showed confidence in what they had learned.  Before 
the competition, I told them the key was to be really happy 
with what they put in front of the judges, and they did that.  I 
was very proud of our whole team.” 

When students return in August, they will find a fully renovated dining hall as part of the new all-inclusive healthy dining 
program.  Construction began in early June and will include new flooring, a new color scheme, and island style serving stations 
designed to increase flow and efficiency during the busy lunch periods.  Students will enjoy Flik’s numerous daily offerings 
including three hot entrees, salad bar, deli bar, and fresh soups.  Since students will no longer need to stop and pay, wait time in 
lines will be decreased and students will have more time to enjoy their lunches. For more information on the exciting renovations 
to the dining hall or the new healthy meal program, please visit www.charlottechristian.com.

CHARLOTTE
CHRISTIAN 
COOK-OFF 
TEAM MEMBERS:

Caitlin Callihan
Kianna Funderburk
Nicholas Herman
JoJo Killen

Brenna Knight
Emmery Johnson
Jordan Petruk

New Dining Hall Set to Open in August
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TAILGATE & DONATE
CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

CENTER
HARVES

The entire student body came together in late April 
to provide much needed food and supplies for the 
Harvest Center at the sixth annual Tailgate & Donate 
event sponsored by the Parent Teacher Fellowship.  The 
week-long event culminated on Friday, April 27 with an 
afternoon of food, inflatable fun, and varsity baseball.  
This year, Charlotte Christian families filled the truck to 
overflowing, breaking school records with 18,900 take-
out trays that will be used for hot meals and nearly 1,000 
jars of peanut butter and jelly.
  
Earlier in the spring, lower school students wrapped 
20,000 forks and napkins that were sent to the Harvest 
Center as part of the annual Operation Fork Wrap event.  
In the last six years, parents and students have donated 
5,087 canned goods, 17,700 food service gloves, 63,300 
take-out trays, and 87,000 wrapped forks and napkins to 
the Harvest Center.

Students adopted the Harvest Center as their local missions 
project with the goal of “filling the truck” each year 
with valuable supplies.  The Harvest Center has served 
Charlotte’s homeless since 1992 and works to provide hot 
meals, groceries, clothing, blankets, medical testing, and 
youth programs, in addition to spiritual counseling and 
support.  In 2011, the Harvest Center served more than 
100,000 hot meals to individuals in need.
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Lower school students in grades JK-5 had the chance to travel and explore 
countries from all across the globe during the Multicultural Festival held April 19.  
The festival was organized by Senor Fermin Abarca, lower school Spanish 
teacher, and featured food, song, dance, dress, and crafts from countries like 
France, China, Bolivia, South Africa, and many more.  Students spent the days 
leading up to the festival studying the people, animals, food, culture, dress, 
and sports of their countries.  Using “passports,” students were able to shop at 
the marketplace and sample traditional foods from each country.  

“The Multicultural Festival is a great opportunity for our students to discover 
the people, lands, and cultures of many nations in the world,” said Senor Abarca. 
“It is a wonderful hands-on celebration that teaches our students by allowing them to experience life in another country.”
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ACADEMICS

GEOGRAPHY BEE

Charlotte Christian held its National Geographic Geography 
Bee in January for students in grades 5-8.  Congratulations 
to this year’s winners:  First place:  ANDREW FARIS (grade 
8); Second place:  LUKE IRWIN (grade 8); and Third place:   
TAYLOR GRIGG (grade 7).  Andrew advanced as one of 
100 students state-wide who competed at the North Carolina 
State Geography Bee held in Raleigh in April.  

NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC WRITING HONORS
Congratulations to junior 
MORGAN MCMANUS on 
winning a National Silver 
Medal in the National 
Scholastic Art & Writing 
Competition for her personal 
memoir.  Morgan’s work 
was also named a Regional 
American Voices nominee 
at the Regional Scholastic 
Gold Ceremony.

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLAR
Senior RYAN POTOCNIK has been named 
a 2012 National Merit Scholar and 
awarded the National Scholars Presidential 
Scholarship at Auburn University where he 
plans to pursue engineering.  This year’s 
competition for National Merit Scholarships 
began in October 2010 when approximately 1.5 million 
juniors nationwide took the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test.  Ryan was among the 15,000 
students who met the very high academic standards and other 
requirements to advance to the finalist level.  He was also 
awarded the Auburn University College of Engineering Dean’s 
Scholarship and the Auburn University Electrical Engineering 
Faculty Scholarship.

NORTH CAROLINA ELON JR. SCHOLAR
Congratulations to junior ELIZABETH 
FLEISCHER who was selected as a North 
Carolina Junior Elon Scholar at Elon 
University in Burlington, N.C.  

 
READING KNIGHTS

Reading Knights is an optional reading incentive 
program for lower and middle school students designed 
to build excitement and interest in reading.  The 
program is in its 11th year and encourages students 
to read books on a variety of topics and to develop a 
habit and love of reading.  

For more information on how to get your student 
involved in the Reading Knights program, please 
contact your child’s teacher or Mrs. Marcia Craig in the 
Petty Media Center at (704) 366-5657, ext. 6601 or 
marcia.craig@charchrist.com.

READING PAGES
(They have read 25 books and gave an oral report on one of them.)

Isabella Combis  •  Parker Damon  •  Sarah Davis
Zoe Doubt  •  Tate Efird  •  Shea Fuqua  •  Elise Hoff  
David Hulbert  •  Sterling Jackson  •  Connie Kofoed  

Sophie Lillie  •  Sarah Major  •  Enzo Melio
Matthew Peach  •  Anna Phalen  •  Adam White

READING SQUIRES
(They have read 50 books and gave and have prepared a 

written report on both a fiction and a non-fiction book.)

Camryn Bailey  •  Laylah Eckstine  •  Cameron Estep
Lily Golzar  •  Kathryn Jamison  •  Elena Ong

Kaitlyn Snyder  •  Taylor Suarez

READING KNIGHTS
(They have read a total of 100 books and have turned 

in a summary recommendation on 10 of them.)

Abby Brandon  •  Jake Buzanowski
Cailey Duguid  •  Macyn Eubanks  •  Gracie Hanna

Heather Harriss  •  Brock Rissmiller 
Reagan Rissmiller  •  Ava Smith
Faith Temperio  •  Tracy Zheng

READING KNIGHTS WITH A PENNANT
(They have read a total of 250 books and gave and created an 

artifact approved by media center personnel.)

Brandon Drury  •  Donevin Knight
Maxton Leathers  •  Noah Montgomery

Noah Ong  •  Sofie Vachino

READING KNIGHT 
(1,000 BOOK LEVEL)
(They have read an additional 

500 books and create an 
artifact approved by media 

center personnel.)

Evan Montgomery

Students may have earned 
multiple levels during the year.

This list reflects the highest 
level earned this year.



2011-12 ATHLETIC SIGNINGS

Congratulations to the following student-athletes who will go 
on to play athletics at the college level. 

CLAY BRUCE* Lenior Rhyne University
SAM DEXTER* UNC - Charlotte
COLIN KELLERMEYER UNC - Pembroke
ERIK MARKWAT North Greenville University
MARYAH MAZYCK Bluefield College
MICHAEL POTTHAST* UNC - Charlotte
BEN RICHTER Queens University
WILL STILLMAN Wofford College
DEVLAND ZAKAR Louisburg College
          *preferred walk-on
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ATHLETICS

MEN’S BASKETBALL
MATTHEW FISHER-DAVIS
RYAN POTOCNIK
PATRICK ROOKS

LADIES’ BASKETBALL
GISELE BAILEY
MARYAH MAZYCK

WRESTLING
DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
CHARLIE RAND
MARK SALEH

BASEBALL
BRETT MILLEMAN
THOMAS NANTZ
BAILEY OBER
MATT SIMMONS
WILL STILLMAN

GOLF
DAVID KOCHER

SOFTBALL
MEREDITH HARRIS
ASHLEY ISRAEL
ASHLEY RICHARDSON
MACKENZIE WILSON

SOCCER
EMMA GRANT 
     – Honorable Mention

TRACK AND FIELD
KATELYN DECHERD
LAURA HOGAN
CARSON KOWAR
MARK IGBINADOLOR
CATHERINE MCCREARY
MARI PILLMORE

ALL-CONFERENCE ATHLETES (Winter & Spring)

LADIES’ BASKETBALL
GISELE BAILEY

WRESTLING
DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
CHARLIE RAND
MARK SALEH

BASEBALL
BAILEY OBER

GOLF
DAVID KOCHER

SOFTBALL
MACKENZIE WILSON

TRACK AND FIELD
JEB BLAZEVICH
KAYTLYN GILL
CARSON KOWAR
MARK IGBINADOLOR

ALL-STATE ATHLETES (Winter & Spring)

SOFTBALL TEAM GOES TO BAT FOR BOOKS

Coach Cee Brooks and members of the ladies’ softball team 
spent several weeks this spring collecting books to donate to 
Promising Pages, a literacy program in Charlotte that works to 
get new and gently used books into the hands of children who 
do not have books of their own.  Charlotte Christian students 
brought in books to drop boxes all over campus, collecting a 
total of 831 books.  “This was so much fun for our team,” said 
Coach Brooks. “It was great to see the campus come together 
to help out the kids at Promising Pages.”  This year, the softball 
team had a stellar year on the field as well, earning the CISAA 
3A championship title and finishing third in the NCISAA State 
Tournament. The team had a 16-6 overall record, the highest 
softball finish in school history.  Congratulations Lady Knights!

TRIPLE JUMP – STATE CHAMPION
Congratulations to senior MARK 
IGBINADOLOR on finishing the season 
first in the state for the triple jump at the 
NCISAA 3A state track meet with a jump of 
42’-01”. Mark also won first place at the 
CISAA conference meet.

STATE HONORS IN GOLF
Sophomore DAVID KOCHER had an 
outstanding second place finish in the 
NCISAA 3A state golf tournament, shooting 
a one-under-par 71 on the first day and 
a one-over-par 73 on the second day of 
competition.  The team finished the season 
ranked ninth in the NCISAA and fourth in 

the CISAA and is coached by first year coach Mike Nedrow, 
a PGA professional.  Congratulations to the team and David, 
who is in his first year at Charlotte Christian.
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CONGRESSIONAL ART HONORS

 (Photo taken by Guy Davidson, Contributing Photographer)

Charlotte Christian students won top honors at the Congressional 
Art Competition for the third year in a row.  Junior CARSON 
KOWAR won first place and junior KATE CONDON won 
third place in the 2012 Congressional Art Competition for 
the 9th Congressional District.  Carson’s artwork will be on 
display for one year in the Cannon Tunnel in Washington, D.C., 
representing Congresswoman Sue Myrick’s district.

SCHOLASTIC ART AWARDS
Congratulations to the following Charlotte Christian visual 
artists in both middle and upper school who earned a total of 
27 awards at the 2012 Mid-Carolina Regional Scholastic Art 
& Writing Competition.

Gold Key Winners:
KATE CONDON   Painting
BRITTANY FULLER Painting
MONICA GALLETTO Three Gold Keys 
   Senior portfolio, mixed media, 
   and painting
MARK IGBINADOLOR Two Gold Keys for photography
CARSON KOWAR Drawing
ERIN MCNAUGHTON Senior Portfolio
MARI PILLMORE  Drawing
KEVIN RAMSEY  Two Gold Keys 
   Senior portfolio, photography
BETH RICHTER  Drawing
BAILEY THOMPSON Mixed media
CASSIE TRULL  Two Gold Keys for drawing

Silver Key Winners:
ANNA LICHTENBERGER Drawing
JULIE MORRISON Painting
MARI PILLMORE  Two Silver Keys
   Senior portfolio, drawing
KEVIN RAMSEY  Two Silver Keys 
   Design, photography

Honorable Mention:
MARK IGBINADOLOR Mixed media
EMMERY JOHNSON Drawing
CARSON KOWAR Drawing
ERIN MCNAUGHTON Two Honorable Mentions 
   Painting, design

FINE ARTS

BAND HONORS
Congratulations to the following band students who earned 
placement and recognition in the following honor bands.

ACSI BAND COMPETITION
The following students received superior ratings for their 
ensemble performances:

WESTERN REGIONAL ORCHESTRA 
SCOTT ORTLIP

YOUTH PIEDMONT HONOR BAND
LIAM LINDSAY
JACOB RAISPIS

MATTHEW BOELKINS
AVERY BUIE
SAM CARLTON
ELAINA CLONINGER
KATE FOSTER
MELISSA GOLDSTEIN
JEREMY HART
ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.

ARDEN NORWOOD
GERLEA PATTON
RACHEL REDMOND
KATIE SABA
NICK SUAREZ
MARK TROTTER
HOPE WINGET
ABBY YOH

ALL DISTRICT HONORS BAND
ELAINA CLONINGER
HARRISON HAMER
JEREMY HART
INDIA LINDSEY
ANDREW T. LOOKER JR.
SCOTT ORTLIP

JACK WAGNER
NICK SUAREZ
ADDISON WEAVER
SYDNEY WEAVER
ABBY YOH
KATIE SABA (first alternate)

AUBURN UNIVERSITY HONOR BAND
WES FOSKEY         MICHAEL GOOD

CHARLOTTE YOUTH WIND ENSEMBLE
SCOTT ORTLIP

N.C. ALL-STATE HONORS BAND
ANDREW T. LOOKER JR.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT 
PEMBROKE HONOR BAND

MATTHEW BOELKINS
JACKSON MITCHELL
GERLEA PATTON
ANDREW SIVERLING

MARK TROTTER
ALEX WATKINS
ADDISON WEAVER
SYDNEY WEAVER

VIRGINIA TECH HONOR BAND

HAYLEY BUCKNER
AVERY BUIE
CONNER HARTIS
SCOTT ORTLIP
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR

ALEX WATKINS
ADDISON WEAVER
SYDNEY WEAVER
ABBY YOH
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We have exceeded our goal!
We are very excited to exceed our annual Quality Plus Fund goal this year of $450,000. 
Through the generosity of many from our school community, to date we have raised more than 
$480,000! This is a wonderful gift to the students of our school.  Thank you to Kevin and Erica 
Donnalley for leading the campaign, and thank you to all the donors and volunteers who helped 
to make this year successful.  We couldn’t have done it without you!

Lighting The Way

ground breaking ceremony for
Phase 4 of Lighting The Way

2011-12 Annual
Quality Plus Fund

Charlotte Christian celebrated with a 
groundbreaking on Thursday, May 17 to 
mark the beginning of Phase 4 of Lighting The 
Way, which includes the expansion of the Guy 
Gymnasium.  The entire school community 
gathered to break ground at the site of the 
new athletic building.  This project will impact 
the whole school and includes a dedicated 
practice space for the cheerleading and 
wrestling teams.  An expanded gym will 

allow for spectator seating on the sideline and the 
placement of two courts side by side for practices as 
well as accommodate two intramural games at once.  
The multi-purpose room will be utilized for dance 
classes, P.E. classes, fine arts rehearsals, in addition to  
parent or student meetings.  The locker room space 
will be used by the football, lacrosse and wrestling 
teams.  The space will also include a classroom which 
can be used for athletic team meetings, P.E. class 
lectures, and athletic study halls.  We thank God 
for His blessings and for providing this addition to 
Charlotte Christian School.
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TITLE
Insurance Claims Adjusters, Inc.

PRESENTED BY
Valvoline Instant Oil Change

EAGLE
FaciliTech, Inc.
Vannoy Construction 

BIRDIE
BB&T Insurance Services
The Kevin & Erica Donnalley Family
FLIK by Chartwells 

BEVERAGE CART
Parent Financial

PLAYER CART
Ross & Witmer H.V.A.C., Inc.

PUTT FOR CASH
The Charles Saleh Family

WINNER’S CIRCLE
Charlotte Motor Speedway

TEE OR GREEN
Amwins Group Benefits
Autobell Car Wash, Inc.
Capital Land Partners
CBIZ Benefits & Insurance
The George Courtney Family
Franklin & Franklin, PA
     - John Franklin
Franklin & Franklin, PA
     - Matt Franklin
The Barry & Lisa Giller Family
Johnston Allison & Hord
PlantTours Communications
Red Rocks Cafe
Select Physical Therapy
Turkey Benefits
WellPath
Wells Fargo

PATRON SPONSOR
The Coca-Cola Company, Consolidated

CONTEST SPONSOR
National Christian Foundation - 
Piedmont

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
Allied Metal Recycling LLC.
Austin Print Solutions
Best Impressions Caterers
Bob Mayberry Hyundai
The Budd Group
Chick-fil-A (Arboretum)
The George Combis Family
Duo-Fast Carolinas
The Bill Foster Family
Hendrick Lexus
Metrolina Financial Services
The Peach Family
Philly Pretzel Factory
Pro-Tech Automotive
Rita’s Italian Ice & Frozen Custard
The Craig & Joy Schaeffer Family
Signs Now 113
The Sports Flooring Group
Valvoline Instant Oil Change
The Vance Family

2012 GOLF CHALLENGE SPONSORS

G   LF
CHALLENGE

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

2012

The 11th Annual

The 11th annual Golf Challenge was held on Monday, May 7 at The Golf Club at Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge. The 124 golfers 
joined in supporting the students of Charlotte Christian School and enjoyed a great day. We are grateful to all of our sponsors 
and volunteers who helped to make it a success. 

This year’s tournament raised more than $32,000 for the annual Quality Plus Fund. We look forward to another great tournament 
on Monday, May 6, 2013 again at The Golf Club at Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge.
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2012 GOLF
CHALLENGE

VOLUNTEERS

Domonique Barnes

Kristi Bobo

Linda Boone

Lisa Brannock

Mary Brown

MaryBeth Bryson

Sharon Buckner

Lori Case

Rose Courtney

Erica Donnalley

Dani Durham

Paul Farish

Joe Figard

Lori Fuqua

Bev Hogan

Stephanie Holbrooks

Tonya Jesso

Christine Mitchell

Ulli Nichols

Jennifer Palacio

Julie Peach

Michelle Perelli

Anne Putnam

Beth Raines

Libby Sarvis

Michelle Stillman

Kathy Trotter

Jill Vance

Dana Walton

STUDENTS

Carson Brannock

Peyton Brown

Noah Courtney

FIRST PLACE WINNERS:
Brian Battle, John Patterson, Scott Ward & Marty White
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Grandparents’ Day is a special occasion held each year when the school community 
gets the opportunity to recognize and celebrate the grandparents and grandfriends of 
lower school students. On this day, grandparents and grandfriends are invited to enjoy 
a continental breakfast followed by a special program hosted by the students.  After 
the program, grandparents and grandfriends get to enjoy spending time interacting in 
their grandchild(ren’s) classroom. 

This year the event was held on Friday, March 4 in conjunction with the lower school 
spring musical production, Willy Wonka Kids, which opened that evening.  The school 
community is very grateful for all who were able to attend this special day.   

Several lower school students expressed their special thoughts about grandparents:

SAVE THE DATE
Next year’s Grandparents’ Day is Friday, March 1, 2013

We look forward to seeing you there!

“I like playing tic tac toe with my Grandparents.”  
Cailey Duguid, First Grade

“A trip to the park with my Grandmother
is very special to me.”

Susan Davis, Third Grade

“Eating dinner with my YaYa is always fun.”
Jack Jesso, Third Grade

“Playing golf 
with my 

Granddad 
makes me 

feel special.”
Tate Efird, 
First Grade

“Throwing the 
ball with 

Pops makes 
for a great 
afternoon.”

Cameron Hicks, 
Third Grade



Alumna Profile
We are excited to offer our newly formatted 
Alumni Profile section in this issue. We look forward 
to introducing you to more of our alumni and where 
God has taken them since graduating from Charlotte 
Christian School.   If you are interested in participating 
in one of these features, please contact the Alumni 
Office at alumni@charchrist.com.
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EDUCATION 
Grade entered Charlotte 
Christian School:  Grade 1

# of years you attended 
Charlotte Christian School:  12

College attended & major:  King College and UNC - Charlotte, 
major in Child and Family Development

PROFESSIONAL
Employer:  I am currently teaching art for preschoolers  
ages15 months to TK at the TOT Time preschool program at 
Church at Charlotte. I also am working on a shop on Etsy.com 
for purses, kids tees and other creations that I make.

FAMILY
City/State where you reside: Indian Land, S.C.
Family:  I am married to Russ Everett (14 years), and I have 
two sons:  Sam, 8 and Jack 6.
Church you currently attend:  Transformation Church

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
I volunteer with outreach at church and host a small group at 
my home.

MORE ABOUT ME
Best Charlotte Christian School memory:  There are so many 
but one is in either 3rd or 4th grade.  We went on a field trip 
to see the movie Pippi Longstocking as a class and then went 
to Godfather’s Pizza to tour the kitchen and make our own 
pizzas!

How did Charlotte Christian School prepared you for 
college and your professional field today:  Charlotte 
Christian  helped lay the spiritual foundation for my life and 
prepare me for college by having amazing teachers who not 
only cared about my academic success but also my spiritual 
walk as well.

Last date/occasion for visiting campus:  The last time I visited 
Charlotte Christian was to either drop Sam off or pick Sam up 
from school!

Sharon Everett ‘92

SAVE THE DATE! 
Homecoming weekend is Oct. 5, 2013. 

This year the classes of 2002, 1992, 1987 and 1982 
will be celebrating their reunions. 

For more information contact the Alumni Office at 
(704) 366-5657 or alumni@charchrist.com.

ALUMNI
CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

EST. 1950
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2011
SARAH ACAMPORA 
is currently a freshman 
at Meredith College in 
Raleigh where she was 
recently inducted into 
Alpha Lambda Delta 
National Honor Society.  
She is currently the 
secretary of the Italian 
Club, vice president of 
Habitat of Humanity, and 
an active member of the 

Campus Crusade for Christ campus ministry.   

JOE HORNE just completed his freshman year at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI) this year.  He is doing summer research 
with a professor on particle physics. 

RYAN WATKINS has completed his freshman year at the 
University of South Carolina and in addition to being admitted 
under the Capstone Scholars program was awarded recognition 
through Alpha Lamba Delta and The National Society for 
Collegiate Scholars.  Ryan also became a member of Sigma 
Chi fraternity.

2010
ANGELA ACAMPORA 
is currently a sophomore 
political science major 
at Furman University in 
Greenville, S.C.  Last 
September she was 
inducted into Phi Eta 
Sigma National Honor 
Society. In addition, her 
essay entitled SCUM 
Manifesto: The Argument 
for a “Male Misogyny” 
was published in the 

Young Scholars in Writing undergraduate research journal. She 
has recently returned home from Italy where she studied abroad 
for two months. She is also a proud member of Delta Delta Delta 
sorority.

KELBY BROWN was named to the dean’s list with distinction at Duke 
University for the Spring 2012 semester.  

JORDAN DEUINK was accepted into the UNC Gillings School of 
Global Public Health.  The school is ranked the top public school 
of public health in the nation by U.S. News & World Report 
(2012 edition) and placed second among all public health 
schools.  Jordan will be pursuing a degree in Health Policy and 
Management.  He is currently finishing his second year of study 
at UNC-Chapel Hill. 
  

Class Notes

CIARRA DORTCHE completed her sophomore year at East 
Carolina University.  She has been inducted into the National 
Society of Leadership and Success - Sigma Alpha Pi.  She is 
a public health studies major with a concentration on worksite 
health concentration.  She is also the co-president of the Tints 
and Textures Natural Hair Club and secretary of the Society of 
Leadership and Success. Ciarra will be traveling to Kanagawa, 
Japan this June.

2009
RACHEL VON GNETCHEN just completed her junior year at 
Furman University and was inducted into the Senior Order.  It is 
the highest honor a woman can receive at Furman and is given to 
only 15 current juniors each year.  Requirements for membership 
include humility in leadership, exceptional character, emotional 
maturity, outstanding scholarship, dependability, integrity, 
cooperativeness, unselfish and humble service, the gift of being 
a true friend, and sincerity.

LUKE BARD was selected in June by the Minnesota Twins with 
the 43rd pick in the 2012 Amateur MLB Baseball Draft.

2007
GRAHAM FRONK graduated from UNC Charlotte and is a 
customer service rep at Stoneacre, a Charlotte based sports 
marketing firm. 

ADAM SALLOUM spent this year on staff with InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship at Duke University.  He will move to Columbia, 
S.C. next year to plant a chapter of InterVarsity at the University 
of South Carolina. 

2006
JASON HASSELBERG
married Becca White on 
May 12, 2012. The wedding 
party included the groom’s 
brothers, David (‘04), 
Peter (‘09), and Matthew 
(‘11), along with Michael 
Blackmon (‘06). The couple 
will be moving to Norfolk, 
Va. where Jason will serve 
aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Eisenhower as a 
logistics specialist.

2001
ZAK KAMM and his wife Heidi welcomed their second child, 
Lawson Philip, on Feb. 29.
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Class Notes

HELP US STAY IN TOUCH:
You can send any changes or 

updates to your contact info to 
alumni@charchrist.com.  

For any questions, 
ideas or suggestions, 

please contact 
George Courtney at 

george.courtney@charchrist.com.  

2000
JONATHAN AND
MELINDA GREY welcomed 
a son, Everett West Grey, 
to their family.  He was 
9lbs 4oz and 21 inches 
long. 

1998
DAWN LAMBETH JOHNSON and her husband, Jeremy Michael, 
welcomed their sixth child, a son, on Aug. 16, 2011. Renn Elliot 
joins brothers Declan, 7, Keller, 6, and McCrea, 3. He also joins 
sisters Brynnley, 5, and Kennedy, 1.  Dawn and her family reside 
in Dublin, Va., where she is a homemaker, and Michael continues 
to work as a Transportation Engineer at Anderson & Associates 
in Blacksburg.  He was also recently ordained to the office of 
Deacon at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church.

1996
ANDREA CRAIG ARNETTE completed her Bachelor of Arts in 
history last year through Ashford University.

KARA TUTTLE DAVIS and her husband, Rhett, welcomed a son, 
Shepherd Slate, to their family on April 21.  He weighed 9lbs, 
14oz and was 22 inches long.  Shepherd joins sisters Eden and 
Cadence.

1986
JIMMY DAVIS recently 
published a book, 
Cruciform: Living the 
Cross-Shaped Life.  
“Employing the symbols 
of the cruciform cathedral 
and the Celtic cross, he 
uses personal stories, 
both humorous and heart-
breaking, to encourage 
and equip the reader 
to gain a cross-shaped 
perspective on how he 
or she can be an active 
participant in God’s 
community-on-mission.”

In more than 20 years of ministry he has served as a pastor 
to youth and college students, youth-ministry consultant, church 
planter, pastor of discipleship, and has taught Bible courses on 
the high school and college levels.
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West Side Story
Willy Wonka Kids

Charlotte Christian School is a Christ-centered, college preparatory school, equipping and developing students to 
effectively integrate Biblical truth and learning into their daily lives and to impact the culture for Christ.

National Junior Honor Society
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Grade 5 Promotion

Grade 8 Trip to Washington, D.C.



7301 Sardis Road
Charlotte, NC 28270
(704) 366-5657
Fax: (704) 366-5678

www.charlottechristian.com

Charlotte Christian School

SUMMER CAMPS
2012

A detailed brochure is available at 
www.charlottechristian.com or for more 

information please contact Allycia Brown, 
Director of Summer Camps, at 
(704) 366-5657, ext. 2003.

JULY 30 - AUGUST 3

Course Name Grade

Creative Writing - MS Grades 6 - 8

Finances For Kids Camp Grades 3 - 5

Fizz, Bubble and Goo Grades 2 - 3

Just Jumpin’ Rope Camp Grades K - 5

Point & Shoot Digital Photography Grade 3 - 8

Recycling Art Camp Grades 1 - 6

Robot Revolution* Grades 4 - 5

Social Skills for Girls Grades 3 - 5

Summer Adventure Camp Grade 3 - 6

Super Summer Day Camp Grades JK - 3

JULY 16 - 20

Course Name Grade

Acoustic Guitar Camp Grades 3 - 8

Broadway Rocks Grades 3 - 6

Creative Writing - Lower School Grades 3 - 5

Film Makers For Beginners Grades 6 - 8

LEGO Machines & 
Mechanisms - Part II

Grades 3 - 6

Little Conservatory Of Music Camp Grades JK - 1

Pony Camp (July 16 - 21) Grades 1 - 5

Praise and Worship Music &
Performance Camp

Grades K - 5

Soccer Camp (July 16-19) Grades JK - 5

Social Skills for Girls Grades K - 2

Summer Adventure Camp Grades 3 - 6

Summer “Charm” & “Etiquette” Grades JK - 5

Summer School Math Camp Grades 6 - 8

Super Summer Day Camp Grades JK - 3

Taking It Up A Notch Golf Camp 
(July 16 - 19)

Grades K - 9

Wrestling Camp Grades JK - 5

JULY 23 - 27

Course Name Grade

Chefs in Training Grades 2 - 5

Dance Performing Arts & More Grades JK - 1

Dance Performing Arts & More Grades 2 - 5

LEGO Machines & Mechanisms - 
Part III

Grades 3 - 6

Let’s Get Serious About Golf 
(July 23 - 26)

Grades K - 9

Soccer Camp (July 23-26) Grades 6 - 8

Social Skills for Boys Grades 3 - 5

Summer Adventure Camp Grades 3 - 6

Super Summer Day Camp Grades JK - 3

Woodworking Camp Grades 3 - 5

Wrestling Camp (July 23-26) Grades 3 - 12

JULY 9 - 13

Course Name Grade

American Girl Doll Camp Grades 1 - 5

Cookie Chemistry* Grades JK - 1

Elite Basketball Camp Grades 6 - 8

Knights Basketball Camp Grades 2 - 8

LEGO Machines & 
Mechanisms - Part 1

Grades 3 - 6

Let’s Get Serious About Golf 
(July 9 - 12)

Grades K - 9

Let’s Have Some Fun With Golf 
(July 9 - 13)

Grades K - 9

Soccer Camp (July 9-12) Grades JK - 5

Social Skills for Boys Grades K - 2

Summer Adventure Camp Grades 3 - 6

Super Summer Day Camp Grades JK - 3

Swim Camp Grades K - 8

Tennis Camp Grades K - 5

Tennis Camp Grades 6 - 8

Watercolor Works Of Art Grades 3 - 8


